
 
#5 True Christian [1 John 3:11-24] 

 

Regeneration [reˌjeneˈrāsh-on] noun 

 To Be Renewed, or To Be Reborn 
 

He (God) saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  Titus 3:5 

 

The Evidences Of The New Birth Is Our Capacity To LOVE One Another. 
 

For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should  
love one another. 1 John 3:11 

 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  
John 13:35 

 

It Is Possible To IN The Family Of God But Not Be OF The Family Of God. 
 

We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did 
he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not be 

surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 1 John 3:12-13 

“A Person Committed To Living A Righteousness Life Will Always Evoke Animosity From 

Someone Practicing Unrighteousness.” 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love (agape) the brothers. 
Whoever does not love (agape) abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a 

murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 1 John 3:14-15 
 

Four Words For Love in Ancient Greek: 

• Eros   [Erotic Love] 
• Storge  [Family Love] 

• Philia    [Brotherly Love] 

• Agape   [Godly Love] 
 

By this we know love (agape), that he (Jesus) laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers. 1 John 3:16 
 

Christian Love Is EVIDENCED By A Life Of Service & Sacrifice  
 

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 

against him, how does God's love abide in him? 1 John 3:17 
 

 “The Test Of True Christianity Is The Test Of Love”  
3 Assurances: 

 

#1 Assurance Of Our RIGHT Standing Before God The Father 
 

By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him;  for 



whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart,  
and he knows everything. 1 John 3:19-22 

 
#2 Assurance That God HEARS Our Prayers  

 

Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever 
we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments  

and do what pleases him. 1 John 3:21-22 

 
#3 Assurance That He LIVES In Us And We Live In Him 

 
Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know 

that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 1 John 3:24 

 

Life Group Discussion Questions 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 

John’s primary argument thus far is that if we are “true Christian” then our lives will look 

difference. And that difference will be expressed in our obedience to God (see 2:3-6), our 
capacity to discern truth(see 2:20-21 & 27) and our capacity love our brothers & sisters in 

Christ (see 2:10, 3: 11 & 14) 

 
• How have you experienced these differences manifest in your life since becoming a 

Christian? 
 

Read 1 John 3:11-24 

John going to take us deeper into the truth that evidence of the new birth is love for our 
brothers & sisters in Christ. In vs 12-15 he uses Cain & Able (Genesis 4:1-16) as an 

example of hatred for our brother resulting in murder. Jesus equates hate with murder 
(Matthew 5:21-26).  

 

• Discuss how hatred can develop in the heart, why it is so dangerous and how we can 
guard against it. 

 

• Discuss the statement; “It is possible to IN the family of God but not be OF the family of 
God”  

 
• Why do you think indifference to the needs of others, amongst Christians is such a 

dangerous sin? (see Matthew 25:31-40) 

 
• What do you think John means when he say; “we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brothers.”(vs 16)? 
 

In the closing verses of chapter 3 John gives us three assurances as true Christians:  

1) Our Right Standing Before God The Father. 2) That God Hears Our Prayers. 3) That He 
Lives In Us And We Live In Him. 

 
• Which of these three do you need reassuring of the most? Why? 

 

• All of these three assurance are predicated on verse 23. Read it aloud together and 
discuss ways that you can strength each other’s belief and practical love people in the 

church 
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