
 
 

#2 The Temptations Of Jesus 

How To Use Power, Wealth, and Influence For God, His Glory, and His Kingdom 

By Kaipo Thomas 

 

Text: Matthew 4:1-11 

 

The Temptation narrative provides us with evidence of who Jesus is. 

When given power, wealth, and influence, what did Jesus do? 

 

Led by the Spirit of God into the Judean Wilderness to be tempted by diabolos. 

Satan / The Devil: Opposes God and the things of God. The accuser. The slanderer. 

Are we tempted by the devil? 

Temptations common to man. 1 Corinthians 10:13 

Desires of the flesh. Desires of the eyes. Pride of life. 1 John 2:16 

Temptations are real. Spiritual Warfare is real. 

“God has one Son without sin, but he never had a son without temptation.” ~Spurgeon 

Ephesians 6:12, rulers, authorities, cosmic powers, spiritual forces of evil 

Since You Are The Son Of God… 

How was Jesus going to use his power, wealth, and influence? 

What kind of Messiah was Jesus going to be? 

Deut. 8:3 Every word that comes from the mouth of God 

The issue was submission. 

Will we dialogue with God about God things or others? 

Can you tell the difference between a good thing and a God thing? 

“It is written” 

He will provide a way of escape; can you recognize it? 

Turn away from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it. Psalm 34:14 

Do you know the difference between good and evil? 

Satan says, “it is written… Quotes Psalm 91:11-12 

How well do you know God’s word? Deut. 6:4-8 



What does Satan desire? 

More than power, wealth, and influence Satan desired 

To be worshipped and recognized by God as God. Isaiah 14:13-14 

 

What did Satan learn when given power, wealth, and influence? 

He still desired more. They are all meaningless without God. 

If Satan had studied the scriptures, if he knew God’s heart and God’s plan 

He would have known about Mark 10:45 and Luke 9:25 

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

“What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and loses or forfeits himself?” 

When given the chance to use His power, wealth, and influence… 

Jesus chose God. Jesus chose us. 

What will you do with that which God has entrusted you with? 

 

 

Life Group Discussion Questions 

https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

 

Start Talking. 

• General takes on the weekend’s message. 

• What stood out? What do you remember? Look over the notes for help. 

Start Thinking. 

• What’s your thoughts on temptation and its source? At times, has Satan been given credit? If not Satan, what else 

could be the source of temptation? 

• Is there a difference between battling temptation with God and His word and without? What are the differences? 

• When given the chance to use power, wealth, and influence what are ways that you’ve used them for God gain, your 

gain, and painful verse good gain? 

Start Sharing. 

Start Praying. 

https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups


Father, thank You for Your Son. Thank You for the life He lived and the price He paid for all of us. Help us in our 

challenges and temptations to trust in you, to know your word, and to lean in on it. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Start Doing : 

Make time to worship Jesus this week, pray for one another this week, and share ways that God is seen in your week. 

Send Feedback to kaipo@waipunachapel.com 
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