
1. How does the background of the book help you understand Paul and why he wrote it?

2. In what ways have you experienced God’s Comfort?

3. When you think of transformation – what is the picture you have in your mind?

4. In your mind, what would a radiant church look like?

5. What do you think of the idea that we are the “aroma of Christ”? How could you become more 
fragrant?

Discussion Questions
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And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18

I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to him 
are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 
and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 
and delivers them.
Psalm 34:4 - 7

When Biblical books were written:
James    mid 40’s
1 Thessalonians  50 - 51
2 Thessalonians  50 - 51
Galatians   55
1 Corinthians   55
2 Corinthians   56
Romans   57

Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

Mediterranean area / Peloponnese Peninsula



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
2 Corinthians 1:3 – 4

When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the 
Lord, my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them 
and went on to Macedonia.
2 Corinthians 2:12 – 13

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten 
with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 
on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, 
danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 
brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and exposure.
2 Corinthians 11:24 - 27

And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?
2 Corinthians 11:28 – 29

But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession and through us spreads 
the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
2 Corinthians 11:14

For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 
sufficient for these things?
2 Corinthians 2:15 – 16

For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 
sufficient for these things?
2 Corinthians 2:15 – 16
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