
1. Read Luke 19:1-7 and imagine yourself in Zacchaeus’ 
shoes. Remember he is a despised Tax Collector.

• Discuss How you think Zacchaeus would feel spending an evening with Jesus in his home.

• What does this show us about how Jesus cares for others?

2. Read Mark 10:13-16 twice. Each time put yourself in the place of one of the Disciples trying to 
protect Jesus from the Children’s distractions.

• What would they be seeing in Jesus and learning about Him and His values in this encounter?

• What potential worldviews of their would be being challenged?

3. Read again, the following quote from Dallas Willard used in the sermon. “

“In practical matters, to teach people to do something is to bring them to the point 
where they actually do it on the appropriate occasions. You don’t just teach them that 
they ought to ride bicycles, or that it is good to ride bicycles, or that they should be 
ashamed if they don’t. Similarly, when you teach people to bless those who curse them, 
they actually do bless those who curse them—even family members! They recognize 
the occasion as it arises for what it is and respond from the heart of Jesus, which has 
become their own. They do it and they do it well.”

• Discuss the quote above. Do you agree with Dallas Willard, that Christians struggle to 
“actually” do what Jesus has asked us to do? That we tend to err towards saying we ought to, 
or that it is good, etc?

• If you agree, why do you think it is a struggle to practically live it out, more than talking 
about it?

4. The Sermon quotes Jeremiah 2:13. Read it again.

• Discuss what it looks like to live in The Spirit’s fountain of life rather than digging our own   
wells and going about it on our own. 

5. What are one or two practical ways you can grow in Loving others like Jesus this week? (Not 
things you “ought to do” but things you could actually commit to do?”)
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Luke 19:1-7
He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in 
stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 
was about to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and 
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 
So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.  And when they saw it, they 
all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 
  
“Imagine, if you can, discovering in your church letter or bulletin an announcement 
of a six-week seminar  on how genuinely to bless someone who is spitting on you… 
how to live without purposely indulged lust or covetousness. Or on how to quit 
condemning the people around you… Imagine, also, a guarantee that at the end of 
the seminar those who have done the prescribed studies and exercises will actually 
be able to bless those who are spitting on them, and so on. In practical matters, to 
teach people to do something is to bring them to the point where they actually do it 
on the appropriate occasions. 
When you teach children or adults to ride a bicycle or swim, they actually do ride 
bikes or swim on appropriate occasions. You don’t just teach them that they ought 
to ride bicycles, or that it is good to ride bicycles, or that they should be ashamed 
if they don’t. Similarly, when you teach people to bless those who curse them, they 
actually do bless those who curse them—even family members! They recognize the 
occasion as it arises for what it is and respond from the heart of Jesus, which has 
become their own. They do it and they do it well.
 Imagine further, if your imagination is not already exhausted, driving by a church 
with a large sign in front that says, We Teach All Who Seriously Commit Themselves 
to Jesus How to Do Everything He Said to Do. If you had just been reading the 
Gospels—especially Matt. 28:20 [“Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you.”]… you might think, “Of course, that is exactly what the 
founder of the church, Jesus, told us to do.” But your second thought might be that 
this is a highly unusual church. And then, “Can this be right?” And: “Can it be real?” 
When do you suppose was the last time any group of believers… had a meeting of 
its officials in which the topic for discussion and action was how they were going to 
teach their people actually to do the specific things Jesus said?”
Dallas Willard - The Divine Conspiracy

“In practical matters, to teach people to do something is to bring them to the point 
where they actually do it on the appropriate occasions.”
Dallas Willard



“You don’t just teach them that they ought to ride bicycles, or that it is good to 
ride bicycles, or that they should be ashamed if they don’t. Similarly, when you 
teach people to bless those who curse them, they actually do bless those who curse 
them—even family members! They recognize the occasion as it arises for what it is 
and respond from the heart of Jesus, which has become their own. They do it and 
they do it well.”
Dallas Willard

Matthew 28:19-20
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations [peoples], baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to 
obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 11:29
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls

Psalm 36:9
For you are the fountain of life

Acts 17:28 
For in him we live and move and have our being.

Matthew 9:35-38 
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction.  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”   Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;  therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.” 

Mark 2:13-17
He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was 
teaching them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the 
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.  And as 
he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with 
Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. And the scribes of 
the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said 
to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” And when Jesus 
heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who aresick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 



John 21:25
Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I 
suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would 
be written.

Matthew 8:1-3
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  And behold, a 
leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me 
clean.”  And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

Luke 24:13-19
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem,  and they were talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened.  While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself 
drew near and went with them.  But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  And 
he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as 
you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, named Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have happened there in these days?”  And he said to them, “What things?” And 
they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people.
 
Luke 24:28-31
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were 
going farther,  but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward 
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them.  When he 
was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them.  And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from 
their sight.
 
Mark 10:17-24 -Rich Young Ruler

Mark 10:21 - Jesus Looked at Him & loved him

Mark 10:13-16 -Jesus welcomes the Children 
 
Mark 10:14
Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God.

John 4:1-42 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman 



“Incurvatus In Se”
St Augustine - City of God - (413-426 AD)

Jeremiah 2:13 
My people have committed two sins:
They have forsaken me,
the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
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