
Pope Francis Quotes on Migration 
 
 
“Faced with the tragedy of tens of thousands of refugees who flee death from war and hunger, and 
who have begun a journey moved by hope for survival, the Gospel calls us to be “neighbours” of the 
smallest and the abandoned, and to give them concrete hope. It’s not enough to say, “Take heart. Be 
patient”.... Christian hope has a fighting spirit, with the tenacity of one who goes toward a sure goal. 
Therefore, as the Jubilee of Mercy approaches, I make an appeal to parishes, religious communities, 
monasteries and shrines throughout Europe, that they express the Gospel in a concrete way and host a 
refugee family.”  
-Angelus Prayer, http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2015/documents/papa-
francesco_angelus_20150906.html  
 
In recent days many migrants have lost their lives in their dreadful voyages. For all of these brothers 
and sisters, I pray and invite prayer. In particular, I join Cardinal Schönborn — who is present here 
today — and the entire Church of Austria in prayer for the 71 victims, including four children, found 
in a lorry on the motorway between Budapest and Vienna. Let us entrust each one of them to the 
mercy of God; and let us ask him to help us to cooperate effectively to prevent these crimes, which 
offend the entire human family. Let us pray in silence for all migrants who are suffering and for those 
who have lost their lives.” 
-Angelus Prayer Appeal, 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2015/documents/papa-
francesco_angelus_20150830.html  
 
“I ask leaders and legislators and the entire international community to confront the reality of those 
who have been displaced by force, with effective projects and new approaches in order to protect their 
dignity, to improve the quality of their life and to face the challenges that are emerging from modern 
forms of persecution, oppression and slavery.” 
- Address to Participants in the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and 
Itinerant People http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-
francesco_20130524_migranti-itineranti.html  
 
“Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity. They are children, women and 
men who leave or who are forced to leave their homes for various reasons, who share a legitimate 
desire for knowing and having, but above all for being more.” 
- Message for the 100th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-
francesco_20130805_world-migrants-day.html  
  
“It is necessary to respond to the globalization of migration with the globalization of charity and 
cooperation, in such a way as to make the conditions of migrants more humane. At the same time, 
greater efforts are needed to guarantee the easing of conditions, often brought about by war or 
famine, which compel whole peoples to leave their native countries.” 
- Message for the 101st World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papafrancesco_201409
03_world-migrants-day-2015.html  
 
“I have always been distressed at the lot of those who are victims of various kinds of human 
trafficking. How I wish that all of us would hear God’s cry: “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9). 
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Where is your brother or sister who is enslaved? Where is the brother and sister whom you are killing 
each day in clandestine warehouses, in rings of prostitution, in children used for begging, in exploiting 
undocumented labor? Let us not look the other way. There is greater complicity than we think. The 
issue involves everyone! This infamous network of crime is now well established in our cities, and 
many people have blood on their hands as a result of their comfortable and silent complicity.” 
- Evangelii Gaudium 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papafrancesco_esorta
zione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html  
 
“These brothers and sisters of ours were trying to escape difficult situations to find some serenity and 
peace; they were looking for a better place for themselves and their families, but instead they found 
death. How often do such people fail to find understanding, fail to find acceptance, fail to find 
solidarity. And their cry rises up to God!... The culture of comfort, which makes us think only of 
ourselves, makes us insensitive to the cries of other people, makes us live in soap bubbles which, 
however lovely, are insubstantial; they offer a fleeting and empty illusion which results in indifference 
to others; indeed, it even leads to the globalization of indifference.” 
- Homily, Visit to Lampedusa 
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2013/documents/papa-
francesco_20130708_omelia-lampedusa.html   
 
"To enter the United States from the border with Mexico would be a beautiful gesture of brotherhood 
and support for immigrants.” 
- Pope Francis, Press Conference on plane from Philippines to Rome 
http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/01/19/pope-francis-rules-out-mexico-border-stop-on-us-
trip/  
 
“I would also like to draw attention to the tens of thousands of children who migrate alone, 
unaccompanied, to escape poverty and violence: This is a category of migrants from Central America 
and Mexico itself who cross the border with the United States under extreme conditions and in pursuit 
of a hope that in most cases turns out to be vain. They are increasing day by day. This humanitarian 
emergency requires, as a first urgent measure, these children be welcomed and protected. These 
measures, however, will not be sufficient, unless they are accompanied by policies that inform people 
about the dangers of such a journey and, above all, that promote development in their countries of 
origin. Finally, this challenge demands the attention of the entire international community so that new 
forms of legal and secure migration may be adopted.” 
- Papal message on the occasion of “Mexico Holy See Colloquium on Human Migration and Development” 
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-calls-for-protection-of-unaccompanied-child-m  
 
“There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to flee from the growing poverty 
caused by environmental degradation. They are not recognized by international conventions as 
refugees; they bear the loss of the lives they have left behind, without enjoying any legal protection 
whatsoever. Sadly, there is widespread indifference to such suffering, which is even now taking place 
throughout our world. Our lack of response to these tragedies involving our brothers and sisters 
points to the loss of that sense of responsibility for our fellow men and women upon which all civil 
society is founded.” 
-Laudato Si  
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html  
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