Good Shepherd Pastoral Council Agenda[image: ]
March 1, 2026, 7:00 PM
Mary of Magdala Chapel 

	“Good Shepherd is a Christian, caring community, nourished by a joyful spirit-filled liturgy, that inspires our daily lives. We strive to welcome, accept and love all people as they are, and through our ministries, reach out with active concern to those in need.”
2025/2026 Goal: "Work with Commissions, Staff, and parishioners, in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to implement actions surrounding the two focus areas of the strategic 3-5 year plan." 
(1. More vibrant mass. 2. Attract more young families and involve more youth)

	Meeting attendees:

	_X_ Adam Olig
_X Bill Gaynor
_X_ Cathy Wessolowski
	_X_ Jeff Olson
_X_ Jenny Grieb
_X_ Joan Plumley
	_X_ Patrick Young
_XRyan Goss
	_X_ Sandy Sites
_X_ Dan Nimmer
_X_ Greg Goss



	Agenda
	Minutes allotted
	Notes

	1. [bookmark: _heading=h.vssqa73257xf]Opening
a. Welcome: Adam
b. Opening prayer: Cathy
c. February minutes approved via email and posted to PC page on website (Thanks Joan!)
	5
	

	2. Parish director report: Deacon Sandy
a. The elephant in the room…
b. Open to questions
	10
	2a. A letter from Brenda Cline from the Priest Placement Board at the Archdiocese was sent to Sandy, Adam, and Greg, asking for a meeting with her, the staff (without Sandy), the Pastoral Council, the Finance Council, and the Trustees to discuss the process of putting a new priest in place.  A date for the meeting is being worked out. Sandy’s last weekend will be June 13-14, 2026. The new priest will start on June 16, 2026.

	3. Council discussion: All
a. Townhall (Townhall final deck): 
i. Review of Townhall event
1. What went well?
2. What could have been better?
ii. Follow up tasks:
1. Please turn in notes and questions from table discussion and Q&A
2. Adam to contact Bryan regarding online comments/??s from stream
3. Other?
b. Parish Survey: Jenny, Cathy, and Adam
i. The sub-committee met Feb 17 to finalize the survey questions
ii. Survey form review (Survey)
iii. Timing of survey publication, survey closing, gather results, and report findings?
c. Pastoral Council Retreat Reminder: All
i. Rich Harter will lead us
ii. Sat, March 7, 9am-12pm, in the Chapel
iii. The retreat will focus on Hope in Jesus during a time of change in leadership.
iv. Fee is $250 for the group
d. Council/trustee nomination process: Jeff, Dan, Greg
i. Sub-committee update on progress/planning
e. GS Pastoral Council Policies are due for review
i. Timing for review and update
ii. Form a sub-committee to review and propose changes
	40
	The Town Hall went well. We had good hospitality, presentations, table discussion, and Q&A. There were about 60 participants. Live streaming went smoothly.  It was suggested that the font size on the question page be larger and a little more time for table discussions would be helpful. Table discussion notes are being typed up including the online comments.
b. The new parish survey to set new parish goals was discussed and a consensus was achieved. It will go out soon.
c. Pastoral Council Retreat
See details on the left.
d. There will be three open positions on the Council and one Trustee position. The process for new Councilors will take place on four weekends beginning with March 7/8, wrapping up on March 28/29.  Once that is completed, steps will be taken to nominate people for the new Trustee.
e. Pastoral Council Policies are up for review.  Adam will resend the documents, which we will review and discuss at the next meeting.  A sub-committee was not formed.










	4. Finance Council update: Jeff
	5
	4.Jeff reported that the budgeting process for 2026-27 will be starting soon. The HVAC control system has been completed. Estimates for a new air conditioning system are ongoing.  Parish giving is up.

	5. Commissions updates
a. Human concerns: Cathy and Joan
b. Prayer and Worship: Ryan and Jenny
c. Stewardship: Patrick
d. Christian Formation: Bill
	25
	The Human Concerns Commission: Gay and Straight in Christ’s leader, Mary Syverson, attended the meeting.  She said that 6-8 people regularly attend the meetings.  It is a support ministry, not an activist ministry.  In March, the group will pray the Stations of the Cross.  On April 12 a video will be shown entitled:1946: The Mistranslations That Shifted Culture (2022 documentary) on how the word homosexual was introduced into the Bible. 
Justice Action Ministry will lead a Stations of the Cross for Immigrants and Migrants on Mar. 3 after the 8:30 A.M. Mass. St. Martin de Porres will hold a Lenten Revival on March 20-22.  A presentation on immigration will take place on March 24, 6:30 – 8:00 P.M. in Daniels Hall. Darryl Morin will speak on Immigration: Facts, Fiction, and Faith.  Fr. Peter will present the faith portion of the program. The Ellacuria Committee has sent $3,200 to the people there to repair a 26 yr. old community truck. The Anti-Trafficking Committee was supporting state legislation to strengthen victim’s rights and protect children. Joan gave this report.
Prayer and Worship Commission
Ryan and Jenny reported that the music ministry would like to form a handbell choir to play on special feast days. Liturgical dance classes have begun with instructor Tai Words Nabors on Wednesday evenings. CPR training will take place on Apr. 18. 10:00 A.M. 40 slots are available.
Stewardship Commission
Patrick reported that the commission did not meet in Feb.
Christian Formation Commission
Bill reported that St. Agnes had a successful fundraiser for Catholic Heart participants from that parish.  The GS Bowlathon fundraiser for workcampers will take place on March 8. Corinna applied for a Patrinos grant to be used for technology and curriculum if received. A retreat at Menomonee Park for 11th graders on Jan. 30/31 went well. 70 youth attended and they had great discussions. In the Spotlight speaker, Philip Chard was well received. The next Spotlight speaker will be Mark Thiel, an archivist who will present on the topic of the process of applying for canonization for Nicholas Black Elk, the USCCB has endorsed this effort.

	6. Council housekeeping
a. Request from Judy Z. for Holy Thursday foot washing volunteers, Apr 2
i. Patrick requests a ride for Holy Thu Mass so he can volunteer
b. Pre-mass:
i. Sat, Mar 14 @ 4:30pm - ??
ii. Sun, Mar 15 @ 9:30am - ??
c. Next meeting: 
i. First Monday of March is April 6, 7:00pm, Chapel
d. Suggested agenda items for next month?
e. March opening prayer leader: Bill
a. Pick up and drop off for Patrick: ?
	10
	At the request of Judy Zunk, Pastoral Council members will assist with foot washing on Holy Thursday, Apr. 2. 


d.
· Discuss PC policies for review
· Update on nominations for PC
 

	d. Closing prayer: Deacon Sandy
	5
	



	Action items
	Person(s) Responsible

	Review and come up with ideas for PC policy revisions.
	All

	Assist with foot washing on Holy Thursday
	Dan and Patrick, Joan

	Transportation for Patrick for April 6 meeting 
	Dan
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