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Sermon: What Will It Be in ’23?

or building up
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up... - 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Fear or
... for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, ‘The
Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”- Hebrews 13:5b-6

or forgiveness
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” - 1 John 1:9

Apathy or
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. - James 1:22 NIV

or connected
Together you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of that body. - 1 Corinthians
12:27

Divided or

The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, |
in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. - John 17:22-23

or hope
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:6-8

Looking back or
| do not mean that | am already as God wants me to be. | have not yet reached that goal, but |
continue trying to reach it and to make it mine. Christ wants me to do that, which is the reason
he made me his. Brothers and sisters, | know that | have not yet reached that goal, but there is
one thing | always do. Forgetting the past and straining toward what is ahead, | keep trying to
reach the goal and get the prize for which God called me through Christ to the life above. -
Philippians 3:12-14

or love
This is my command: Love each other as | have loved you. - John 15:12



