
1

a  s p i r i t u a l  p a re n t i n g  re s o u rc e

December 2019

homefrontmag.com

Course 
Correction



Course Correction | homefrontmag.com2

family time     inspire    equip     support

2 Course Correction | homefrontmag.com

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual growth and formation 
when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct environments to create in your home. We 
desire to create spiritual space, which we refer to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

INSPIRE parents 
with ideas to create fun, 
spiritually forming times 
in the normal rhythm of 
everyday life. 

EQUIP parents to 
become the spiritual 
leaders of God’s truth in 
their own households. 

SUPPORT families to 
engage their communities 
and change the culture         
around them. 

OUR MISSION
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USE THIS GUIDE TO GET FAMILY TIME STARTED. 
IT’S AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3 …

Each issue highlights an environment your family can create in your home. 
This month looks at IDENTITY. Each magazine is divided into two sections: 

Family Time and Inspire, Equip, Support.

Family Time articles are created to equip you to engage with your children on a regular basis.

Inspire, Equip, and Support articles are parenting stories, devotions, and ideas to encourage 
you as you spiritually lead your household.

Start by deciding on a day and time that works well for your entire family. It can be an evening, afternoon, 
or morning. Just commit to building this time into your family’s natural rhythm—perhaps around a meal.1

Look through HomeFront to see what stands out. Choose two or three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times this month. Don’t feel burdened to complete all the activities—just do 
what fits your family best. This resource provides more than enough experiences to create transforming 
environments in your home throughout the month.

2

Remember to HAVE FUN! Strive to make each gathering unique to your own family as you enjoy spending 
time with God and one another.3

This month we’re looking at the environment of COURSE CORRECTION. 
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct opposite of 
punishment. Instead, biblical discipline encompasses a season of pain, a building 
up in love, and a vision for a corrected path for the individual with the purpose of 
healing at its core.

Most people probably think this sounds like a painful process. And it can be! 
When we find ourselves “off course” in life, sometimes just the realization that 
we’re wrong can be painful. Sometimes the consequences of our decisions can be 
painful. However, God has a way of using our mistakes and missteps to make us 
beautiful and powerful examples of His love. We pray your family will experience 
the healing and restoration God brings to His children.

Dr. Michelle Anthony       
Michelle is the Executive Pastor of Family Ministries at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. 
Michelle has graduate degrees in Christian education, theology, and leadership and more than 25 
years of church ministry experience as a children’s and family pastor. She loves a good book and a 
cup of coffee. 

@TruInspiration

HOW TO USE

A NOTE FROM  MICHELLE

© 2019 New Life Church
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Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes, let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

Here I am to worship

Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that You're my God

You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

(“Here I Am to Worship,” Tim Hughes December 24, 2001)

 The lyrics to this iconic worship song filled my head and heart as we 
put together this issue of HomeFront. Each article is focused on Jesus, 
the Light of the World, coming into our dark and broken lives to correct 
our courses and offer a path of healing for our relationship with God. I 
often wonder what I might have done if I had been near the manger the 
night our Savior was born. Would I bow down? Would I claim, “You are 

my God?” This month’s CONVERSATION STARTER (page 10) offers these questions along with some other fun and 
joy-filled questions to get your family talking. 

 Whether you are lighting Advent candles as highlighted in our WORSHIP article (page 12) or glittering up candles 
like the ones in CAPTURING THE SEASON (page 8), you will be reminded that Jesus was born to bring light and He 
empowers us to do the same. 

 This month’s TRADITIONS (page 14) offers a list of one family’s top 10 Christmas traditions. Our hope is to inspire 
your family to create your own list of favorites to hand down to the next generation. 

 Don’t miss KEEPING UP WITH YOUR KIDS (page 38) as Haley Downey and Jeff Bachman keep us informed on 
today’s pop culture and what families are streaming. 

 All in all, our prayer for your family is that you will make time and create space for the Light of the World to enter 
into your busy holiday season. As you focus on Jesus, may you be filled with awe and worship of that sweet baby born 
in a manger to save our world! 

Debbie Guinn
Debbie is the Editor in Chief of HomeFront magazine. She has more than 30 years of experience working in children’s and family ministries. 
She is passionate about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truth in their own households. She is a recent transplant to Austin, 
TX, where she spends her free time enjoying her five grandchildren and perusing antique stores and flea markets.

debbie@homefrontmag.com
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible practice to engage in as a family. But words in and of themselves 
will not necessarily transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words who transforms. We come to know God 
more when we’re willing to open our hearts and listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we memorize. 

Have fun with this verse, and think of creative ways to invite your family to open up to God as they commit the verse to 
memory. Go to homefrontmag.com for a free downloadable copy of the family verse.

FAMILY 
VERSE 

EDITOR’S NOTE
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FAMILY VERSE

“I am the light of 
the world. 

the light of life.”

5
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As we celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas season, we recognize that God sent His one and only Son into a 
dark world to be the light. But it doesn’t stop there. Jesus reminds us Christians that we are also light. He knew our 
world would continue to need His light in dark places—and He chose us!

This month create these beautiful Glitter Candles. Allow each family member to choose a candle for your display. 
After decorating the candles, gather together and light the candles and talk about all the ways we can be light. 
Encourage your children to be on the lookout for opportunities to shine and glorify God.

CAPTURING THE SEASON

Glitter
CANDLES

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com8

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• plain, different-sized candles, 1 per family member

• glitter

• Mod Podge

• sponge brush, 1 per family member

• Mod Podge clear sealer spray

• blue painter’s tape

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Using painter’s tape, mark off the area on your 
candles where you will apply glitter. Place the tape 
at the same height on each candle even though the 
candles are different sizes. This will ensure that the 
glitter lines up.

2. Use the sponge brush to apply a layer of Mod 
Podge on the area you want covered with glitter.

3. Sprinkle glitter over the candle until all of the Mod 
Podge is covered.

4. Let the candles dry overnight and then spray them 
with Mod Podge clear sealer spray to keep the 
glitter from flaking off.
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“IN THE SAME WAY, 
LET YOUR LIGHT 
SHINE BEFORE 

OTHERS, THAT THEY 
MAY SEE YOUR GOOD 
DEEDS AND GLORIFY 

YOUR FATHER IN 
HEAVEN.”

 MATTHEW 5:16
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CONVERSATION STARTERS
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The Christmas season brings family and friends together like 
no other time of the year. Sitting down and having a family meal 
together is one of the best things you can do for your children.

This Christmas, get your friends and family talking with these 
thought-provoking conversation starters. Then, pack them away and 
bring them out year after year and enjoy learning more about each 
other!

Dinner 
& DISCUSSION
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by Debbie Guinn

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• Christmas Conversation Starters download

• card stock

• scissors

• jar or bowl

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Download the Christmas Conversation Starters 
from bit.ly/hfdecconvocards

2. Print on the card stock and cut out the cards.

3. Place the cards in a jar or bowl and set them in 
the center of your table.

4. Starting with the youngest, allow family 
members to draw a conversation starter card 
and read it aloud and offer an answer.

5. Feel free to allow each person at the table to 
answer the same question.

6. Then, put it back and draw another card.

11
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WORSHIP

Advent is a time of waiting. Historically, Advent has 
been way less about waiting for Jesus’ coming as a 
baby at Christmas and way more about waiting for 
Jesus to come back.

In the beginning, God created the world and 
everything in it, and it was good. Then people 
disobeyed God. They turned against Him and all of 
God’s creation went off course. God is light (1 John 
1:5), but the world as we know it is full of darkness. 
John, one of Jesus’ disciples and 
best friends, described Jesus’ first 
coming as a light shining in the 
darkness (John 1:5). Jesus came 
and made a way for us to have a 
restored relationship with God. He 
set God’s people back on course. 
But things are not perfect. When 
we look at the world around us, 
it is easy to see that darkness still 
largely prevails. God’s creation still 
goes off course. Many people are 
still turned against God, and the 
world is not as it should be.

During Advent, we look back 
and see God’s faithfulness. He already sent Jesus 
once. He has rescued, and He will rescue again. 
And we look forward. Jesus will come back and this 
time, He will conquer the darkness once and for all. 
John says that in the new heavens and new earth, 
there will be no need for a sun or moons because 
there won’t be any darkness in God’s full presence 
(Revelation 21:23). We’re waiting for the day when 
there will be no more darkness, no more sin, no 
more death or disease or suffering or pain. No more 
broken families or broken lives. There will no longer 

be a need for course correction. This is our hope at 
Christmas and our hope throughout the year. And so 
we wait. And in our waiting, let us worship.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• an advent wreath

• five candles

• matches or a lighter

If you don’t already have an 
Advent wreath, you can buy one 
premade or make your own. It’s 
just a simple green wreath with 
four candleholders spread around 
it and one candleholder set in the 
middle.

WHAT YOU'LL DO

Once a week for four weeks 
leading up to Christmas, gather 
your family together around the 
wreath. Turn off all the lights in 
your house so you’re in complete 
darkness. Then, light the 

appropriate candle(s): Week 1, light one candle. Week 
2, light two candles. Week 3, light three candles. 
Week 4, light four candles. As you light the candles, 
sing a Christmas carol. This isn’t time for Jingle Bells, 
Rudolph, or Frosty—sing one of those really rich 
carols about Jesus’ coming. We suggest “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel” because it beautifully conveys the 
waiting and longing for Jesus to come again. You may 
need to explain the words to your kids (see below to 
get you started). You can sing a different carol each 
week, or you can choose one to sing over and over.

O COME, O COME,
EMMANUEL
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by Emily Schulz

Emily is wife to Phil and mom to baby Eva. She serves as the 
Family Ministries, Women’s Ministry, and Discipleship Pastor at 
New Denver Church in Denver, CO. Emily has her MDiv from 
Denver Seminary and her BA in Christian Ministries from Biola 
University. Her current hobbies are the same as Eva’s: all she 
wants is for someone to feed her and let her sleep!

On Christmas Day, light the four candles plus 
the one in the middle. Finally, sing a Christmas 
carol together on Christmas Day; consider choosing 
a different, more triumphant song like “Joy to the 
World.” Sing together and praise God that Jesus has 
come and will come again.

O come, o come, Emmanuel = Come, come, 
Jesus*

And ransom captive Israel = And save your 
people

That mourns in lonely exile here = Who are 
grieving in a lonely world that’s not our true 
home

Until the Son of God appear = Until Jesus comes

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel = Rejoice, rejoice, 
because Jesus

Shall come to thee, O Israel = Will come to you, 
God’s people

*Emmanuel/Immanuel is a name for Jesus, 
meaning “God with us” (Matthew 1:23).
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As a little girl I loved waking up early Christmas 
morning. I wanted to be the first one to open my 
stocking, which would inevitably be filled with fun 
trinkets, a toothbrush, and a fresh orange. I loved 
that my grandmother would make tacos and that the 
tree at her house would be decorated with the most 
beautiful ornaments. I loved that my parents gave my 
siblings and me three Christmas gifts, an ode to the 
gifts brought to baby Jesus. I loved listening to my 
dad read the Christmas story out of Luke; I hung on 
his every last word.

But for all the whimsy and fun of the holiday 
season, there was also a dark side to it. Every year 
my parents loaded up the minivan and dragged my 
siblings and me from one grandparents’ home to the 
next, making a sort of pilgrimage across Southern 
California. Tensions would rise, feelings would get 
hurt, and fights would start. It became exhausting and 
sucked so much joy out of what is supposed to be the 
most joyful season of the year.

I vowed that when I had my own children, I would 
not repeat this cycle.

Married life took my husband and me into 
ministry and out of state. Our first Christmas we 
opted not to fly home; this decision was met with 
backlash from our families. We served at multiple 
church services Christmas week. When the services 
were done, we were worn out but also sad that we 
were missing our big family Christmas celebration.

I decided then that even if we lived out of state, 
we would make it a priority to go home for Christmas. 
Two children and ten years later that’s what we’ve 
been doing—and until now it has worked, sort of.

As our ministry roles and family have grown over 
the years, the breakneck pace of serving throughout 
the holiday season and then jumping onto an 
airplane Christmas Day has become exhausting. 
We’ve found ourselves and our children grumpy, 
fatigued, often sick, and simply failing to enjoy the 
beauty of the season. I realized recently that we were 
repeating what I had vowed not to repeat.

Something had to change—we needed to course 
correct.

My husband and I started having conversations 
about what we wanted Christmas to look like while 
our children are still young. We realized we crave joy 
and peace, even if that means a simpler, quieter, and 
smaller Christmas celebration.

This year we’re choosing not to travel. We want 
our little ones to wake up in their beds throughout 
the holiday season. We want them to sneak out 
early—like I did all those years ago—to open their 
stockings. We want Christmas breakfast and a 
day well-spent in our comfy clothes, listening to 
Christmas music, and finding rest and joy in each 
other’s company.

From this year on we are making a commitment 
to evaluate the needs of our small family before 
committing to travel or to attend a larger celebration. 
My husband and I say that “ministry starts in the 
home”; it’s time we apply this truth to the holidays. In 
this season of hustle and bustle we desperately want 
the focus to be on the birth of Christ, the beauty of 
the manger, and the wondrous whimsy of God with 
us.

TRADITIONS

A CHRISTMAS 
COURSE CORRECTION
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by Rachel Cherie Baker

Rachel is a writer, speaker, pastor’s wife, momma bear, and life 
enthusiast. She is a natural encourager and also maybe a little 
bit of a “kick-in-the-pants, you-can-do-this drill sergeant.” She 
is passionate about people stepping into their God-giftings 
and truly seeing their lives as meaningful and valuable. She 
desires those in her sphere of influence to know their worth and 
to live a life fully on fire. She engages her readers and those 
who attend her talks with love, compassion, and empathy. She 
knows that life can leave us feeling beat up and wants her new 
friends to know that life is better done together.

@hellorachelbaker 

hellorachelbaker 

Website: rachelcheriebaker.com

OUR TOP 10 FAVORITE CHRISTMAS 
TRADITIONS

1. Christmas tree shopping as a family

2. Listening to Christmas music around the clock 
starting the day after Thanksgiving

3. Decorating our home together

4. Putting a small Christmas tree in each child’s 
room, which they get to decorate

5. Purchasing three gifts for each child, as baby 
Jesus received three gifts from the wise men

6. Serving as a family at church

7. Shopping for Operation Christmas Child

8. Reading the Christmas story during breakfast, 
Luke 2:1–21

9. Christmas pajamas!

10. Snuggling with our children, because we don’t 
get this time back

Christmas
Traditions

15

OUR TOP 10 FAVORITE
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PRAYER

Prayer Path

by Courtney Wilson

Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community 
Church in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her 
chasing her four amazing kids around with coffee in one hand 
and a camera in the other..

In Matthew 2, we read the account of the magi 
who followed a star to find the Messiah. They 
were on the path to find Jesus, and even one small 
miscalculation could have sent them off course. 
Because they kept their eyes on the star and 
carefully followed the course marked out for them, 
they found Jesus and worshipped Him. In fact, 
God offered a path to healing for the whole world 
by actually taking them another route home and 
avoiding King Herod.

To remind us of the course the magi took, use 
glow-in-the-dark stars to create a Prayer Path for your 
family this month.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• package of plastic glow-in-the-dark stars

• permanent marker

• tape or adhesive

• flashlights, 1 for each family member

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Using a permanent marker, write these four 
phrases on four larger stars:

• I’m sorry

• I love You

• Please

• Thank You

2. Stick these stars in order in different places 
around your home.

3. Turn off the lights and get out your flashlights 
to help lead the way!

4. Tell your children how God used a star to 
guide the magi to Jesus so they could worship 
Him, and we are going to follow a course of 
stars as we pray.

5. First, find the “I’m sorry” star. Explain how this 
star is a good way to start the course because 
when we confess the things we need to say 
“I’m sorry” to God for, He forgives us and it 

shows we are ready for Him to be our King 
and lead us on the right course. Pray prayers of 
forgiveness together, confessing to God ways 
that you may have turned away from Him and 
not followed His path.

6. Next, find the star that says “I love You.” This 
star reminds us to praise God and tell Him we 
love Him. Think of some names of God you 
could use to praise and honor Him in prayer, 
and pray those names back to Him!

7. The next star to look for is the “Please” star. 
This star on the prayer path reminds us to ask 
God for things we need or that other people 
may need. Think of people who don’t know 
Jesus yet and pray for them, or prayer for 
health concerns or friends’ needs, as well as 
your own needs as a family. Consider using the 
smaller stars you have left, and stick one star 
up for each person you pray for as a reminder 
to continue to pray for them throughout the 
month.

8. Finally, find the “Thank You” star. This star is 
where you can worship God for all of the ways 
He has blessed you and for all that He has 
made. See how many things you can thank 
God for in prayer! What do you think the magi 
thanked God for when they worshipped Jesus? 
Can you thank Him for those same things?

Continue to follow the stars in your home on your 
Prayer Path throughout the month, especially when 
you feel like you may be getting a little “off course” 
and need correction and reminders of God’s love and 
provision to get back on course.
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STORYTELLING

“Oliver!” Mama Sheep bleated. “OOOO-li-ver!”

It was getting late. The sun was about to set 
and it was time to go home. A chilly breeze made 
the tall meadow grass sway with a SWISH. The 
Master walked a few steps ahead of Mama Sheep 
in his dusty leather sandals and long tunic with a 
sash around his waist. He used his long wooden 
staff to guide his little flock toward the path.

But where had Oliver gone? Mama Sheep 
worried. “Oh, Oliver, where are you this time, my 
little lamb?” she mumbled to herself. “Why can’t 
you stay on the right path?”

Oliver, with heavy white wool, big black eyes, and 
soft, floppy gray ears, was a curious little lamb. He 
was always wandering away from the flock, eager for 

something new to see.

Thankfully, Master always spotted him before 
he got too far away.

But this time, Oliver was nowhere to be 
found. Mama Sheep tried again as daytime 
quickly turned to dusk. “OOOO-li-ver!” she 

bleated. The Master left the flock on the path to 
look for him. But this time, the little lamb was too 

far away.

“Hurray!” Oliver baa-ed happily as he ran up and 
over the top of the tallest hill in the pasture, waded 
through the water of a shallow stream, walked around 

The Lightof the

World

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com18
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a patch of thick brush, and trotted into a wide, grassy 
field. He had never traveled so far. It was such fun! 
New things to see! New places to visit! New grass to 
eat!

Oliver scampered happily into the middle of the 
grassy field until, Ouch! Suddenly he stopped. He 
didn’t know that parts of the field were covered with 
prickly patches of bristles and pointy blades of grass. 
A sharp thorn had gotten stuck in the bottom of one 
hoof.

Oliver looked around. The cold wind blew. Leaves 
rustled. It had gotten very dark. He felt tired, lonely, 
and lost. And his hoof hurt. He took one step. Is this 
the way home? he wondered. Or maybe that way? 
He couldn’t remember the way back. He wished he 
could hear Mama Sheep calling for him. He wished 
he could see the Master with his long wooden staff.

Oliver looked up. It was completely black, 
except for one shining star in the distance. It was 
bigger and brighter than any star he’d ever seen. Not 
knowing what else to do, he followed the star. Slowly, 
he limped out of the prickly field, found his way 
back around the thick brush, waded again through 
the water of the shallow stream, and climbed to the 
top of the tallest hill in the pasture. The Master was 
waiting for him there.

As soon as he saw the little lamb, the Master 
rushed to pick him up. “Oh, little one, you must stay 
with me. I love you and I will always care for you.”

“Baaa,” cried Oliver, feeling sad for what he had 
done. The Master gently removed the thorn from 

Oliver’s hoof, wrapped his foot in a soft cloth, and 
carried him to the path where Mama Sheep was 
bleating joyfully.

On the way home, a beautiful sight filled the dark 
sky and Oliver saw something he’d never seen before. 
“Angels,” he heard the Master say.

“Do not be afraid,” one angel said. “I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has born to you; 
He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”

“Is it true?” the Master said aloud. “The One we 
have been waiting for is here? Our Savior and our 
King has come?”

Then the angels began to praise the Lord. “Glory 
to God in the highest heaven!” they sang. When the 
angels left, the Master said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened.” And he led 
the little flock down the hillside and toward the star. 
They walked to Bethlehem to see the Savior.

That’s the light that led me home, Oliver thought. I 
will follow the Savior, the light of life, and never walk 
in darkness again.

by Kathryn O’Brien

Wife of thirty years, empty nester, educator, and  
award-winning children’s author, Kathryn O’Brien serves 
as Director of Curriculum and Instruction at Stoneybrooke 
Christian School. She loves writing for kids, from preschool 
picture books to middle-grade mysteries, and hiking the 
canyons and texting her three grown children from her home 
in sunny Southern California.

The Light

19
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There is something powerful about light. Isn’t it fascinating? When my son was about two months old 
he would stare at the lights in our house. While the toys I would shake in front of his face might hold his 
attention for a minute or two, lights could entertain him for far longer! I know it is because we are drawn to 
the light. Light is a gift that draws us in and helps us to see even in the darkest of situations.

When I think of light, I can’t help but think of Jesus. The Bible is filled with Scriptures that point to Jesus         
 as our light; for example, this month’s Family Verse (John 8:12) or Matthew 4:16 or even 1 Peter 

2:9. Over 2,000 years ago God sent Jesus, as a baby, to be light—to draw people out of 
darkness, to make a way for us to have a relationship with God once and forever.

This Christmas season, celebrate that Jesus is the light with these mason jar 
candles. May these candles be a reminder in your home that Jesus came to draw all 
people out of darkness and into His glorious light!

Jars of Light

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com20
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WHAT YOU NEED

• newspaper or something to cover your work 
space

• mason jar

• 1 cup of Epsom salts

• 1 tablespoon white or translucent glitter

• Mod Podge

• sponge brush

• twine or ribbon

• small piece of greenery

• hot glue and gun

• flameless tea lights or twinkle/fairy lights

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Cover your work space.

2. Mix the Epsom salts and glitter together in a 
bowl.

3. Use the sponge brush to apply a very thin, 
even layer of Mod Podge onto the outside of 
the jar.

4. Once the jar is covered, immediately pour or 
spoon the glitter mixture onto the jar until it’s 
fully covered.

5. Set aside to dry for at least an hour.

6. Using the glue gun, glue a small piece of 
greenery onto the jar’s lid.

7. Wrap and tie the twine around the mouth of 
the jar.

8. Put the flameless tea lights or the small fairy 
lights inside the jar. Enjoy!

21
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GAME TIME

REMEMBER!

As we celebrate Christmas this year, it is important to remember that 
we, as followers of Christ, get to be light in a world of darkness. The only 
reason we are able to do this is because God first sent us a light in Jesus. 
We were off course and He offered us a path back to Him. Encourage your 
children to remember that they can continue to spread this light at school, 
church, the playground, sports events, etc. It can be very easy to get caught 
up in the hustle and bustle of the holidays, but nothing is more important 
than remembering the amazing gift we received and sharing it with all!
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by Heather DePartee

Heather worked in children’s ministry for seven years and recently earned her degree in early childhood development. She is now working 
on her Multiple Subject Teaching Credential and MA in teaching at Fresno Pacific University in Fresno, CA. She is in love with her 
husband, Adam, and all of their adorable houseplants!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• flashlight

• all-black clothes (optional)

BEFORE YOU START

Because it’s a bit chilly out during this season, the game will be played indoors! Decide which areas and rooms to 
play in and clear them of anything hazardous. Designate one space or room to be the holding area.

TIME TO PLAY!

Invite your family to a central location in the house. Go over the boundaries of where this game may and may not be 
played.

To start, choose one person to be “it.” This person gets the flashlight. He will then cover his eyes and count to 
a certain number (you can decide this as a family). During this time, everyone else must hide. When “it” finishes 
counting he must begin searching for the other players.

In order to tag someone, “it” must shine the light on the person he found AND call out her name. This person 
must then go to the holding area until everyone else is found.

The person who was found first, gets to be “it” for the next round.

INDOOR LIGHT TAG

23
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FAMILY TIME RECIPE

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 2 cans refrigerated crescent rolls

• 8 ounces cream cheese, softened

• 1/2 can cherry pie filling

• 2/3 cup sugar

• 2 teaspoons vanilla

• parchment paper

For the Glaze

• 1/3 cup powdered sugar

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Blend the glaze ingredients together until 
smooth and set aside.

2. Line a large sheet pan with parchment paper.

3. Open the packages of crescent rolls, but do not 
separate them. Press the seams to close.

4. Using a serrated knife, slice each sheet of 
dough into 11 equal pieces.

5. Roll the dough strips into circles.

6. Using your thumb or the back of a spoon, 
gently indent the middle of each circle so there 
is a space to dollop the cream cheese inside.

7. Arrange the crescent circles into the shape of a 
Christmas tree.

8. In a mixing bowl, combine the cream cheese, 
sugar, and vanilla.

9. Place a small spoonful of the cream cheese 
mixture into the center of each crescent circle.

10. Place a small spoonful of the cherry pie filling 
on top. You will not use all the cherry pie 
filling.

11. Bake in a preheated 350° F oven for 18 to 20 
minutes.

12. Let cool and drizzle with the glaze.

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

PREP: 15 min.       COOK: 18–20 min.     YIELDS: 22 mini Danish

CHRISTMAS 
TREE DANISH

family time     inspire    equip     support

This is an easy yet last-minute recipe. Simply purchase all the ingredients and keep them on hand for when 
guests stop by during the Christmas season. You can make the cream cheese filling ahead of time and store it in 
an airtight container in your refrigerator. Remove the filling about 30 minutes before assembling your Danish.

CHRISTMAS 
TREE DANISH
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED

•	 2 cups granulated sugar

•	 4 cups water

•	 12-ounce bag fresh cranberries

• 3/4 cup superfine sugar 

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Rinse and drain cranberries.

2. Instruct your kids to pick out any mushy 
cranberries.

3. Combine granulated sugar and water in a small 
saucepan over low heat, stirring mixture until 
sugar dissolves.

4. Bring to a simmer; then remove from heat and let 
cool slightly. Do not boil or the cranberries may 
pop when added.

5. Stir in cranberries, cover, and refrigerate 8 hours 
or overnight.

6. When ready, drain liquid from cranberries, but 
do not rinse.

7. Spread wet cranberries in a single layer on a 
baking sheet.

8. Sprinkle the superfine sugar on top.

9. Shake the baking sheet a few times to make sure 
all sides are drying and rolled in sugar.

10. Let air dry for approximately 1 hour and shake 
the pan occasionally to help evenly coat.

11. Store in an airtight container in a cool place for 
up to a week.

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

PREP: 15 min.   WAIT TIME: 9 hours   YIELDS: 12 ounces of cranberries

Christmas
Cranberries
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KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
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Cranberries

These sugared cranberries are tart, sweet, and fun to eat. Yes, 
FUN to eat! They make a POP in your mouth when you bite them. 
They can be used to top a dessert, add to a charcuterie board, or 
simply pour into a bowl for people to snack on. Be forewarned—
once you make these, people will request them year after year!

by Carrie Rowe
Carrie has more than 19 years experience in kids ministry. She grew up in 
Southern California and became a Montana girl for 10 years serving as the 
Kids Ministry Director at Fresh Life Church. She currently lives in Waco, TX, 
working at Magnolia Market and loves all things crafty and creative.  

27
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Surprise! 
Grace!
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The prophet Isaiah paints a bleak picture of 
Israel that came about because their worship of 
God didn’t lead to genuine life change. Israel had 
become so rebellious that in Isaiah 5:30 he basically 
says that de-creation is occurring in the culture. 
Where God created the world with order, now there 
is chaos (Genesis 1). Where God created light, there 
is now moral darkness.

Yet, in some of the darkest spots of the book, 
God’s grace surprises the reader. This is especially 
clear in Isaiah 9:1–21 when Isaiah declares that one 
day people will see “a great light.… For to us a child is 
born … and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”  
(vv. 2, 6). Out of nowhere, Isaiah looks to a day when 
a Person will be born who will restore order by 
bringing light from darkness and God’s reign from 
chaos. We know this Person to be Christ Himself.

This is Jesus’ motivation for starting His ministry 
in Capernaum in Matthew 4. Capernaum was 
modern-day “Zebulun” and “Naphtali” (v. 15). Due to 
the borders around it, Capernaum was surrounded 
by pagan cultures, and the Jews who lived there were 
more aware of the need for a Savior, for the Person 
described in Isaiah 7, who would bring God’s reign. It 
was also an area where Jesus’ message of the coming 
Kingdom could take root and build momentum 
before the religious leaders in Jerusalem could 
squash it.

HEAR IT

Jesus intentionally went where there was darkness 
and the need for the light of the good news He 
proclaimed. Where I live, we have identified six of the 
most critical areas in need of Jesus’ light and truth. 
These six include:

• Fatherlessness

• Unemployment and homelessness

• Racism

• Women’s equality

• Sexual brokenness

• Spiritual emptiness, loneliness, depression

DO IT

I am wondering, have you ever identified the critical 
needs in your family and community and sought 
out ways to bring the light of Christ to those areas? 
Just like in Jesus’ day, people in these dark places 
are more aware of the need for God’s love. A few 
practical ideas for bringing light to your community 
this season:

• Find a foster event in your city that serves 
families with foster kids.

• Serve a meal at a homeless shelter.

• Ask your pastor about hosting a community 
dinner with a Christian congregation of 
another ethnicity and culture.

• Bring Christmas cookies to a senior living 
home with your kids.

As we enter into this season, may we worship the 
true Light that shines in the darkness.

by Aaron Ophaug

Aaron serves as the Pastor of Local and Global Engagement 
at Rockharbor Church in Costa Mesa, CA. Aaron found a 
personal relationship with Christ at age 20 and is passionate 
about seeing God’s people living out the good news of Christ 
in community. He and his wife, Krista, have been married for 
10 years and have two kids. Aaron is an avid trail runner and 
outdoor adventure enthusiast.

“LEAVING NAZARETH, [JESUS] WENT AND LIVED IN CAPERNAUM … TO FULFILL 
WHAT WAS SAID THROUGH THE PROPHET ISAIAH:

‘LAND OF ZEBULUN AND LAND OF NAPHTALI, THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE 
JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—THE PEOPLE LIVING IN DARKNESS HAVE 

SEEN A GREAT LIGHT; ON THOSE LIVING IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH 
A LIGHT HAS DAWNED.’”

MATTHEW 4:13–16

GOD’S WORD
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TOT TIME RHYME

Get the audio recording of this song at 
bit.ly/dectottimerhyme2019

TOT TIME RHYME
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Jesus came, Jesus came

Now I know the way

Even when I’m lost, He’s there to 
guide me every day, HEY!

Jesus came, Jesus came

Now I know the way

Even when I’m lost, He’s there to 
guide me every day

THESE COMMANDMENTS THAT I GIVE YOU TODAY ARE TO BE ON YOUR HEARTS. 
IMPRESS THEM ON YOUR CHILDREN. TALK ABOUT THEM WHEN YOU SIT AT HOME AND 
WHEN YOU WALK ALONG THE ROAD, WHEN YOU LIE DOWN AND WHEN YOU GET UP.  

(DEUTERONOMY 6:6–7)

During this Christmas season share 
with your little one that Jesus is often 
referred to as the Light of the World. 
Have fun singing this rhyme to the 
tune of “Jingle Bells” to remind them 
that His light helps to guide us every 
day!

by Tommy Larson

Tommy has been serving as a pastor at Rockharbor Church in Costa 
Mesa, CA, for the past 11 years. He was part of the development 
team of the Tru curriculum.  He lives in Costa Mesa with his wife 
and two children.

sung by James and Mazie Larson

James is eight years old and lives in Costa Mesa, CA, with his 
sister, Mazie, and his parents, Tommy and Keri. James sang on Josh 
Groban’s Christmas record and appeared on his Christmas special 
on CBS. James looks forward to singing in an upcoming animated 
film from Universal Pictures. He also is part of an educational music 
project that helps children in China learn English. 

Mazie is five years old and enjoys attending kindergarten. She loves 
singing, dancing, and hugs! She lives in Orange County, CA, with 
her parents and brother, James.
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BLESSING

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

Every Christmas break throughout my childhood, 
our family of six would pile into our four-wheel-
drive Suburban for a road trip. We would drive 
roughly 2,500 miles from our home in Nebraska to 
my dad’s parents’ farm in northern Montana, then to 
my mom’s parents’ farm in southwest Kansas, then 
back home again. We did this trip faithfully, even 
though it meant long days in the car in the dead of 
winter, in freezing temperatures, on icy roads, and 
through blustery snowstorms. We were on a mission 
to get to Grandpa and Grandma’s and nothing would 
stop us!

I will never forget one particularly nasty blizzard 
that threatened our travels. We were the only car on 
a lonely road late at night in what felt like the middle 
of nowhere. The wind was howling eerily like a pack 
of wolves. The blowing snow was so thick you could 
barely even see to the front of the car. The road was 
white, covered with ice and snow, and we inched 
along precariously, trying not to accidentally drive off 
the road and into the ditch. Soon even that became 
too difficult.

My dad stopped the car and bundled up in the 
boots, gloves, and emergency warm clothes we always 
had along. He then grabbed his trusty flashlight and 
ventured out into the storm in front of the car. He 
held his flashlight with his right hand and put his left 
hand on the hood of the car, and then, with my (very 
brave) mom now in the driver’s seat, he walked one 
slow step at a time, guiding us along, keeping us on 
course.

I was probably about eight or nine years old, but 
I don’t remember being scared. I couldn’t see the 
road, but that didn’t matter … through the blowing 
snow I could see my dad in front of us, shining light 

into the darkness, always keeping his hand on the car 
so we would stay on the road and avoid sliding into 
the ditch. Eventually the wind and snow let up. My 
dad hopped back into the car, and we continued our 
adventure. The next day, we arrived safe and sound 
at Grandpa and Grandma’s house.

Your kids will have to navigate “storms” of some 
sort … maybe social pressures, maybe fears, maybe 
anxiety or discouragement over a situation at school. 
Speak the following verse and blessing over them, 
out loud, to reassure them that Jesus walks with them 
in the storm, providing light for the next step, always 
keeping His loving hand on them, keeping them on 
course.

Read Psalm 139:9–10 (The Voice): “If I ride on the 
wings of morning, if I make my home in the most 
isolated part of the ocean, even then You will be 
there to guide me; Your right hand will embrace me, 
for You are always there.”

BLESSING 

“(Child’s name), may you remember that God loves 
you and is with you today! May you know that Jesus 
walks just ahead of you, lighting your path and 
keeping His guiding hand on you. Have courage 
and trust that God will lead you through every 
challenging situation today.”

BLESS WITH YOUR WORDS

by Jason Kliewer

Jason is a teaching pastor at Canopy Church in Orange 
County, CA. He lives with his wife and two daughters in a 
200-square-foot RV camper.   

Jason loves to hear from readers, so feel free to send any 
comments or questions to: 

jasonmkliewer@gmail.com
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WHO ARE WE?

Safe Families volunteers are …

HOST FAMILIES: 

Screened and approved by Safe Families, Host Families take in children for short periods of time.

FAMILY FRIENDS: 

They provide support to Families in Need (e.g., mentoring and transportation) and Host Families (e.g., babysitting 
and providing meals).

RESOURCE FRIENDS: 

They provide various types of goods and services to Families in Need to help parents get back on their feet.

FAMILY COACHES: 

They are trained to provide resources and casework-like services to Families in Crisis. They also ensure that kids 
are well cared for in Host Family homes.

SAFE FAMILIES CHURCHES: 

These are spiritual communities that support Safe Families as a ministry of their church. There are three church 
levels: Participating Church, Lead Church, and Community Lead Church.

TAKING ACTION

SURROUNDING FAMILIES IN CRISIS WITH CARING, COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITY

family time     inspire    equip     support
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TO LEARN MORE, VISIT: safe-families.org

WHY DO WE EXIST?

Founded in 2003, Safe Families for Children surrounds families in crisis with caring, compassionate 
community. We are a volunteer-driven nonprofit that provides hope and support to families in our local 
communities.

Our vision is to create a world where children are safe and families transformed through radically 
compassionate communities. Our mission is to host vulnerable children and create extended family–like 
supports for desperate families through a community of devoted volunteers who are motivated by compassion to 
keep children safe and families intact.

WHAT WE DO

Through Host Families, Family Friends, and Family Coaches, we temporarily host children and provide a 
network of support to families in crisis while they get back on their feet.

We open our hearts, open our arms, and open our homes.

OUR REACH

There are 100+ chapters all across the country. From Alaska to Florida and California to Maine, we work with a 
variety of faith-based nonprofits to come alongside Families in Need to keep kids safe and families intact.

35,000 + 93% 25,000+ 4,500+
HOSTINGS SINCE 2003 VOLUNTEERS CHURCHES INVOLVED% OF KIDS WHO 

RETURN HOME
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Hungary
Hungary is a landlocked country in eastern 

Central Europe bordered by Austria, Slovakia, the 
Ukraine, Romania, Serbia, Croatia, and Slovenia. 
Located in the Carpathian Basin, it is surrounded 

by the Carpathian Mountains, the Alps, and 
the Dinaric Alps. It has a total area of 35,919 

square miles, 266 square miles of which is water. 
The capital, Budapest, is located in the central 

northern region on the Danube river, which runs 
from Austria to the Croatian-Serbian border.

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ...

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set 
in children for people beyond the boundaries

 of their own neighborhoods.

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com34
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If you lived in Hungary you might eat something 
called beigli—this is a traditional walnut roll 
served at Christmas as a special treat. Beigli is 
the most popular Christmas pastry in Hungary. 
Although beigli originated in Germany, it became 
a custom to bake beigli for Christmas in Hungary 
in the 19th century during the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy.

NOW THAT WE KNOW WHERE IN THE WORLD HUNGARY IS, LET’S MEET AND GREET THE PEOPLE.

If you lived in Hungary you would most likely 
attend a Christian church. Religion: Roman 
Catholic 37%, Calvinism 12%, Lutheranism 2%, 
Islam 0.3%

There are over 9 million people who call 
Hungary their home.

If you lived in Hungary you would speak 
Hungarian. To say hello in Hungarian, you would 
say, “Szia” pronounced “see-ya.”

AUSTRIA

CROATIA

SERBIA

ROMANIA

UKRAINE

HUNGARY

SLOVAKIA

SLOVENIA

• There is a list of preapproved names 
to name a child in Hungary. If parents 
want to name their child a name that’s 
not on the list, they have to submit an 
application.

• The Rubik’s Cube was invented by 
Hungarian sculptor and professor Ernõ 
Rubik in 1974.

• The world’s greatest female chess 
champion is Hungarian; Judit Polgár 
acquired the title of grandmaster at the 
age of 15 in 1991, a world record at the 
time. Chess is played everywhere in 
Hungary, including on floating boards in 
its hundreds of thermal baths.

DID YOU KNOW?

GLOBAL
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Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set 
in children for people beyond the boundaries

 of their own neighborhoods.
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Along with the wreath and Advent calendars 
packed with little chocolates, another Hungarian 
tradition during Advent is matins. Matins is a daily 
Mass held every dawn from the first Sunday of 
Advent to the first day of Christmas. You may hear it 
called the Angelic Mass or Golden Mass.

Hungarians are a music-loving people, and various 
Christmas concerts are held around the capital of 
Budapest and other cities and towns. St. Stephen’s 
Basilica is the largest church in Budapest and a 

relative newcomer by European historical standards—
consecrated in 1905 after decades of construction. In 
addition to the impressive neoclassical architecture, 
the views from the top are spectacular.

Christmas
in

HUNGARY

cnn.com/travel/article/advent-traditions-world/index.html
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STUDENT ID

Have you ever wondered what the people of 
God thought or did while waiting for the coming 
Messiah? For years, the Old Testament prophets 
spoke of a Messiah who would one day fix all 
broken things. I can imagine that the people of 
God desperately wanted the Messiah to come 
right away instead of waiting through 400 years of 
silence. Interestingly enough, although the people 
did not hear from God or experience His miraculous 
power, God was still at work. He was raising up an 
empire, unifying a language for the gospel to be 
communicated, and setting the stage for the Messiah. 
But the people were not aware of it at the time; they 
had to hold on to the hope of God’s promise.

I can relate to the feeling of desperation and 
darkness the Israelites experienced as they waited for 
a miracle. As a 17-year-old, I had been living a life of 
selfishness and destructive behaviors. I needed to be 
rescued. After a major injury while playing basketball, 
my identity was stripped from me. This was one of 
the darkest points in my life. The distraction of sports 
that helped to mask my sins had been removed and 
I was left with emptiness and the realization of what 
I had become. It was in this darkness that the Lord 
corrected my course! He used this injury to rescue 
me from my broken life. Day by day, in the midst of 
the darkness, I began to experience hope that Jesus 
was all I needed. Of course, I wanted my life to be 
redeemed and fixed right away as soon as I prayed. 

Instead, God moved in subtle ways by bringing 
certain people into my life and opening doors over 
a period of about six months. During that season of 
course correction, I had to hold on to the hope of 
Jesus’ promises.

there are times when your teens can’t hear the 
Lord speak or can’t see Him moving, but we can 
encourage them to cling to the hope of Jesus. We 
can remind them, if they find themselves off course, 
to remember the Messiah came to forgive us of all of 
our sins, to rescue us from the darkness, and redeem 
our lives for His glory. “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 15:13).

by Holly Newman

Holly is the Pastor of Elementary and Spiritual Parenting at 
New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. She has written 
children’s curriculum as well as developed her own tween and 
teen curriculum about identity called Girltime. Her passion is 
for family ministry that leads others to create influential, faith-
building moments with their children. She has been married to 
her high school sweetheart, Jared, for 17 years. They have four 
children: two girls and two boys. In her spare time, she loves to 
get outdoors with her family.

Parents, 

WAITING IN 
DARKNESS
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 "I began to 
experience 
hope that 

Jesus was all 
I needed." 
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As a kid, it became a Saturday morning ritual. I 
would wake up as soon as the sun started to rise, and 
I would quietly make my way downstairs. I’d grab a 
box of cereal and some orange juice and I would sit 
in front of the TV for as long as my parents would 
tolerate it. This was the only time that I was able to 
watch cartoons on THREE WHOLE CHANNELS 
(3, 10, and 13 … anyone else?). I couldn’t control 
when the shows were on, I couldn’t save them, and I 
couldn’t watch them again until the network decided 
to broadcast. I needed to watch them right then or 
wait another week. As I describe my early years of 
childhood, it sounds like a dystopian fabrication 
of our viewing options for today. The amount of 
television programming has increased dramatically 
over the last few decades, and based on what’s 
coming, we will have even more.

Currently three major companies provide 
streaming options (Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon Prime). 
All of them have programs they bought from other 
companies (movies and already existing television 
shows); however, these companies (and others) are 
beginning to create their own original programming. 
Of these three, only Hulu offers a Live option similar 
to standard cable or satellite TV broadcasting local 
channels and network TV. Other companies exist 
(Sling TV, YouTube Live, FuboTV to name a few), but 
their monthly subscribers are a fraction of what the 
three giants have.

By the end of the year two major companies 
(Apple TV+ and Disney+) are going to try to take 
a significant bite out of this market. Disney has a 
catalog of over 750 movies (Disney movies, Star Wars, 
Marvel, ESPN, and National Geographic) that they 
are taking from other streaming services to offer 
exclusively with their own. Apple seems to be starting 
smaller, and it is unclear what their full offering 
will be, but they continually premiere new, original 
programming. Each of these companies are trying 
to find their place in the market. In addition, these 
two companies offer some tempting deals to try their 
programming (a year of Apple TV+ for free with the 
purchase of a computer, and prepay for three years of 
service with Disney+ at approximately $3 a month).

With cable and satellite TV still charging anywhere 
between $50 to $150 depending on services and 
promotions, this is the time to have the conversation of 
how (and if) your family wants to consume media and 
entertainment. Take into consideration cost and just 
how many hours there are in the day. I am tempted to 
join all of these services, but I will end up spending 
just as much as I did on traditional TV service, and 
I also know there needs to be a limit to my viewing 
patterns.

Ask which programming works best for your family 
and promotes what you are teaching your children at 
home. Some of these services are more family friendly 
than others. Also look into the parental controls of 
each service. Some of them allow you to budget time 
and what rating of programming can be played in your 
home.

The options can feel overwhelming as this market 
continues to expand. With a little research and family 
discussion you should be able to find the right type 
of programming, maybe even limit what you are 
watching, and get a few deals along the way. As with 
much technology, I don’t necessarily think it is evil, 
but I do think it is vital for us to understand what we 
are viewing, what our children are watching, and what 
works best for our own health and growth.

by Jeff and Shara Bachman

Jeff and his wife, Shara, have more than 40 years of youth 
ministry experience between them. When they are not 
spending their time equipping family ministry workers, taking 
photographs of adorable newborns, or keeping their three 
children alive and thriving, Jeff and Shara co-host a pop-culture 
podcast called What It Is. What It Means. They love all things 
youth ministry and pop culture—specifically Marvel movies. 

KEEPING UP WITH YOUR KIDS
Know what your kids are talking about

What’s Your Family Streaming?

What It Is, What It Means is a youth ministry/pop-
culture podcast in a rapidly changing world. Join 
Jeff and Shara Bachman as they navigate through 
the complex world of music, movies, media, and 
tech to tell you what it is and what it means for you, 
your family, and your ministry. You can find What It 
Is, What It Means on Apple Podcasts or where you 
listen to your favorite podcasts.

@whatitiswhatitmeans @jbachma

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com38

family time     inspire    equip     support



39

TOP 10 MOST STREAMED SHOWS ON NETFLIX JULY 2019*

1. Stranger Things 

2. Dark 

3. Game of Thrones 

4. The Handmaid’s Tale 

KEEPING UP WITH YOUR KIDS!

by Haley Downey

Haley is the Middle School Pastor at Arbor Road Church, Long Beach, CA. 39

5. Chernobyl 

6. Euphoria 

7. Black Mirror 

8. Big Little Lies 

9. Legion 

10. Veronica Mars

FAMILY CHALLENGE

At your next family dinner, invite your family members to share what TV shows they can’t stop watching and why 
they love them so much. To conclude your time, challenge everyone in your family (including you) to not watch 
that show for one whole week, and instead replace it with trying something new that they have always wanted 
to do. This could include reading a new book, spending time with a friend they haven’t seen, or even studying 
for their tests because they have more time. Once the week is up, debrief what it felt like to not spend that time 
watching a show. You never know what they and you will discover!

*bgr.com

1. “U.S. consumers now spend nearly as much 
time watching videos as they do working. The 
average consumer spends 40 hours per week 
watching video content, with 15 hours per 
week of that through video streaming services.” 
(Source: Deloitte)

2. “Netflix had its best year yet in 2018, with 
annual revenue of $15.794 billion, or 35 
percent year-over-year increase, and making 
it the highest earner among the top streaming 
services. Hulu and Amazon Prime Video 

(Channels only), by comparison, earned less 
than $3 billion each.” (Source: Macrotrends, 
Motley Fool) 

3. “YouTube is the largest video streaming site in 
the world with over 1 billion users worldwide.” 
(Source: YouTube) 

4. “Netflix now has over 148 million subscribers 
worldwide.” (Source: Statista)

*all stats from comparitech.com/tv-streaming/streaming-
statistics/

STREAMING STATS

TV Age-Appropriate Lingo

• TV-Y designed to be appropriate for all 
children 

• TV-Y7 designed for children age 7 and above 

• TV-G suitable for all ages 

• TV-PG contains material that parents may find 
unsuitable for small children 

• TV-14 contains some material that many 
parents would find unsuitable for children 
under 14 years old

• TV-MA specifically designed to be viewed by 
adults only; therefore may be unsuitable for 
children under 17 years old

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

EQUIPPING RESOURCES

Podcasts: Youth Culture Matters (CPYU)

Website: Common Sense Media: Age Based Media Reviews commonsensemedia.org/
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Motherhood has refined me.

There’s no doubt that raising my children has brought out the best in me; each day, my children chip away at the 
parts of me that are in desperate need of changing, whittling away at my bad habits and sinful tendencies as I strive 
to be better. More like Him. For them.

But I’ve also become painfully aware of all that I lack, my fallen nature seemingly on constant display as I mess 
up and fall short and sin against my children far more often than I’d like to admit. In so many ways, motherhood has 
been much like a flashlight, illuminating my shortcomings.

When I’m quick to anger. When I don’t forgive as I should. When I become impatient. When I’m harsh. When my 
spirit is filled with anxiousness, not peace. When I look at what’s before me with frustration rather than joy. When I 
don’t choose love.

And it’s in those moments, when the light catches my messiness for what seems like the hundredth time that day, 
that I’m reminded of my desperate need for Him. That I shouldn’t do this alone. That I can’t do this alone.

EVERYDAY MOM BLOG

GOD HAS GRACE FOR YOU TOO
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by Krista Ward

Krista is a former first grade teacher turned stay-at-home mom to two insanely precious little boys. She’s married to her best 
friend and high school sweetheart, Randy, who is the peanut butter to her chocolate. Krista hopes to be a light and joy to the 
world, especially to fellow mamas feeling stuck in the daily grind, through her writing.

Kisses from Boys with Krista Ward

@kissesfromboys

search contact

Because I’m human. And, to be completely honest, I’m messy. So very messy. But gosh, our God 
planned for that. He planned for our messiness. He planned for our shortcomings. He planned for you and 
me to be tempted toward sin. He knew that, if it were based on perfection, we’d never make it. Our works 
would never be enough to bridge the gap between earth and heaven.

So a baby was born. A baby that would change everything. Absolutely everything. A child that would 
make a way. That would be our path to healing. That would bridge the gap. Because He knew that we 
shouldn’t do it alone. We couldn’t do it alone.

We were in need of grace, a grace that is beyond what we can even comprehend, and God delivered. 
And that grace—it’s the kind of grace that’ll bring you to your knees. That’s what gets me, the thing that I 
cling to, as I journey through motherhood.

I mean, I absolutely want to be the kind of mom who’s overflowing with God’s goodness and grace. 
I want to point my children toward Him in the way I interact with them, especially when they’re being 
disciplined. I want them to know that when they mess up, they can always come to me. That they don’t 
have to bear the weight of shame and fear because they’ve witnessed me extend God’s grace time and time 
again. That they know it won’t be easy, that there will be some pain involved as we make our way toward 
healing, yet it will always be done in love.

But when I’m not the mom I strive to be—when I let myself get in the way of the work God is doing in my 
children’s lives—I have to remind myself: His grace was made for me, too. It’s not simply about God’s grace 
being the ultimate example for me with my children. It’s also about the fact that He looks at me in those 
moments when I feel like I’ve absolutely failed as a parent and says, “I still love you.”

That when we get off track, He grabs hold of our weary hand and leads us back to Him. That our messy 
moments don’t scare Him or phase Him. Because our messy moments are exactly why He sent His Son in 
the first place.

So shower God’s grace upon your children. Look to Him as you navigate the ups and downs of raising 
children who you long to be filled with His love and goodness.

But never forget that God’s grace is also yours for the taking.

That when you inevitably fall short and find yourself in a valley, you have the opportunity to teach your 
children just as much—if not more—than you do when parenting from the mountaintop.

That baby was born for you, too. And don’t you ever forget it.

“WE WERE IN NEED OF GRACE, A GRACE THAT IS BEYOND WHAT WE 
CAN EVEN COMPREHEND, AND GOD DELIVERED. AND THAT GRACE—IT’S 
THE KIND OF GRACE THAT’LL BRING YOU TO YOUR KNEES. THAT’S 
WHAT GETS ME, THE THING THAT I CLING TO, AS I JOURNEY THROUGH 
MOTHERHOOD.”
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EVERYDAY DAD BLOG

Seven years ago, our family began the journey of foster care with a wonderful two-year-old little girl 
named Elyssa. Our youngest biological daughter, Avalon, was four. My wife, Lisa, and I had finished all of 
the training classes necessary for foster certification and felt nervous but mostly excited. However, Avalon 
had different feelings. She wrote a little song that began, “How can I share my mommy when it’s so hard 
to; and I don’t want to …” It was one of the sweetest yet heartbreaking things I had ever heard. I couldn’t 
believe she was able to express those feelings.

One of our most important jobs as parents is to help our children learn to make sense of big emotions. 
This means tuning into our kids and helping them put words to their feelings. This helps them feel known 
and understood: two of our greatest human needs. On the other hand, if we dismiss our children’s feelings, 
they feel like something’s wrong with them. Like if I had said, “Avalon, adoption is beautiful. You shouldn’t 
feel that way.” Kids know they feel something but feel they are bad or broken when their parents dismiss 
their feelings. What kids need are parents who understand and accept them even when their feelings are 
big or uncomfortable.

We all have a need to be fully known and deeply loved. But, just like Adam and Eve covered themselves 
with fig leaves, we want to cover up parts of our lives we are ashamed of. Godly parenting says, “I know the 
real you and I love you.” When we hold this space of knowing and loving our kids, it creates a framework in 
their hearts that helps them understand how God knows and loves us.

The incarnation of Jesus was the ultimate expression of empathy. He wasn’t put off by our sin and 
brokenness. He came close to humanity and said, "Tell Me more. I can handle it and I can meet you in it.”

When parents take a “tell me more” posture we model Jesus’ love.

How can you help your kids make sense of big emotions?

First, give your kids your best self. As parents we often find ourselves tired, emotionally empty, or too 
busy to really connect. I know I do at times. Parenting on empty can result in impatience or even anger 
toward our children. If the child yells and the parent responds by yelling, they become emotional peers. 
When this happens, parental authority is diminished, and the child learns no one is in control. Keeping 
your cool teaches the child you can control yourself in a stressful situation, and this creates a sense of 
safety and well-being for them.

Needing to stay in control underscores our need to take care of ourselves so we can be our best for our 
kids. This means proper rest and self-care. So, whatever that means for you, do it.

Second, name it to tame it. Learn to recognize your own and your children’s emotions and practice 
naming them. In our home we keep a feelings list on the fridge so when emotions come up, we can talk 
about them. If I see they’re struggling, sometimes I’ll offer options by saying, for example, “You look sad. Do 
you feel disappointed, lonely, embarrassed, or is it something else? I can hold those feelings with you.”

TELL ME MORE
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Third, validate their feelings. Even if you disagree with your child’s experience, they’re still feeling 
their feelings. Validating does not mean condoning what’s happening. Rather, it’s saying their feelings are 
important and you won’t dismiss them. “Avalon, feeling like you have to share your mommy is really hard, 
and it’s important to me that you feel this way.”

Fourth, empathize with them. Walk in their shoes for a minute. Tell them about a time you had to share 
something special to you. With this you connect with your kids so they don’t feel alone with what’s going on 
inside them.

We went all the way through the foster process and were able to adopt Elyssa into our family. These 
skills not only helped Avalon handle the feelings surrounding having to “share her mommy” but have 
proven invaluable for connection with our whole family.

search contact

by Jeff Myers 

Jeff Myers is a pastor in Southern California. He and his wife, Lisa, lead Crafted for Connection, a ministry that integrates 
discipleship, emotional intelligence, and church community. They have been married 25 years and have four kids who talk about 
their feelings: Caleb (21), Aubrey (17), Avalon (11), and Elyssa (9).

@craftedforconnection
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CHILDREN

Light
of
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TOUGH TOPICS

“FOR YOU WERE ONCE DARKNESS, BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN THE LORD. 
LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT.” EPHESIANS 5:8

Course Correction | homefrontmag.com44
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We are entering the Season of Light, the Light 
Festival, Christmastime, when so much of the world 
decorates trees, wreaths, streetlamps, and even 
homes with spectacular displays of light. Even many 
parts of the world that are not traditionally Christian 
do so. It is evident that the world loves light.

Yet truthfully, it is equally evident that the world 
loves darkness. The apostle John made that clear 
when he wrote, “This is the verdict: Light has come 
into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19).

It’s a sad irony. Jesus, whose birth is the center 
of this season, declared Himself to be “the light 
of the world” (John 8:12). But, though much of the 
world might willingly accept Him as a man born two 
millennia ago, so much of the world rejects Him as 
the Divine Light.

I love the biblical theme of “light.” One of my 
favorite verses about it is Ephesians 5:8. I’m stirred 
by the author Paul’s language yet doubt that I fully 
understand its theological depth. “For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light.”

When I teach on this verse to men, I use 
contemporary language to make its startling 
impact clear: “If there was one word that accurately 
describes who we were at one time, it’s the word 
‘darkness.’ We were filled with, defined by, and 
controlled by darkness. We may have hoped we 
would eventually rise above slavery to our sinful 
habits, but in the end, darkness would have its day. 
Darkness is who we were.”

Strong words. But the rest of that verse is even 
more startling! Again, in my words to men, “But now, 
because of our relationship with Jesus, if there is one 

word that accurately defines who we are it’s … light! 
Can you believe it?! Light! Light is who we are now!”

Yes, of course, we are still extremely aware of 
our shortcomings, our struggles with temper, our 
vulnerability to temptation, our tendency toward 
selfishness, but the condition of our souls is now … 
light. How can this be? Three crucial words: “in the 
Lord.” This fundamental, eternal transformation in 
the nature of our souls is due to Jesus.

Jesus’ life and His death changed everything for 
us and about us. Everything. Even though we may 
be discouraged by our continuing tendency to act 
“darkly,” the truth about us is we are light. This is 
shockingly wonderful news, but there’s more.

In the last phrase of verse 8, Paul makes his final 
point: “Live as children of light.” In today’s language 
he might say, “So for goodness sake, since this is true 
about you, live like it!” The redemption of our souls 
is taken care of, now we should live in such a way 
that reflects that truth. Not just for our benefit, but so 
others see light in our lives. Paul makes this clear in 
the verses following verse 8.

But Paul wasn’t the first to give believers this 
charge. Jesus, who in John 8 referred to Himself as 
being the light of the world, says to His followers, 
“You are the light of the world … In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:14, 16; italics mine). We who were once 
defined by darkness are now defined by light. 
Further, Jesus, who is the light of the world, uses 
the exact same words about us who follow Him! 
Remarkable.

This Christmas, the Season of Light, we celebrate 
the miracle of Jesus’ birth as a vulnerable child. Let 
us also celebrate the stunning truth that His life and 
death are so transformational that we are light-
bearers for Him. We are children of light. A world in 
darkness desperately needs to see the light we bring 
this Christmas season.

by Craig Glass

Craig is the founder and president of Peregrine Ministries, 
whose vision is to guide and inspire men on their life journey, 
to help them pass on a life-giving legacy. Craig and his wife, 
Beryl, live in Colorado, have been married 41 years, and 
have three children and five granddaughters. In his free time 
Craig enjoys mountain biking, golf, reading, and competitive 
swimming. 

“LET US ALSO CELEBRATE THE STUNNING TRUTH THAT HIS LIFE AND DEATH 
ARE SO TRANSFORMATIONAL THAT WE ARE LIGHT-BEARERS FOR HIM.” 
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MARRIAGE

Let’s be honest with ourselves and the crazy, 
ridiculous expectations we put on how perfect the 
holiday season should turn out. We get wrapped 
up in thoughts like: “Why can’t my kids stand still for 
just one freaking minute or at least smile at the same 
time so I can get that perfect family photo?” “Why 
can’t my extended family ever agree on a date to 
have a family Christmas party without one of them 
making it about themselves?” “How am I supposed to 
teach those around me to say no to materialism when 
there’s so much pressure to buy the perfect present?” 
“Why does this special Advent season go by faster 
than I can ever enjoy?” And, even deeper still, “Why 
do I feel so lonely in my marriage in the season of 
togetherness?”

Well, to that I would say, “Welcome to the holidays 
in the modern age.”

The truth is we cling dearly to a coveted idealized 
version captured in some Norman Rockwell painting. 
However, our reality is far from that, which fosters 
high levels of tension and anxiety. We spend so much 
energy trying hard to live out the perfect version 
of the holidays but never actually get there. Maybe 
because everyone else is doing the same thing, it 
feels like this is the way it’s supposed to be—but it’s 
not.

If you are reading this and you’re like, “Man, I feel 
that … but what can I do about it?”, then please know 
you’re not alone. We’ve been there. And we found 
a way out. Honestly, we were tired of living on the 
holiday hamster wheel, and it all changed when we 
became proactive with the way we celebrated. We 
set healthy, realistic expectations by talking through 
our plans, how we wanted to celebrate as a family, 
how much we were going to spend on presents, and 
how we could give back to others. We have the best 
memories by keeping things simple and focusing on 
being present with each other and with our children. 

It was hard to set up these boundaries at first, but in 
the end, we realized we aren’t happiness fairies here 
to make everyone’s wishes come true. We just can’t 
make everyone happy and at the end of the holiday 
season, the only thing that truly matters is making 
sure we, Meygan and Casey, both feel connected, 
seen, known, and loved. Money, presents, and 
holiday parties will come and go, but the connection 
you and your spouse build during this season will last 
the rest of your lives. In the same way, the damage 
caused by ignoring each other and failing to invest 
in and prioritize your relationship will have a lasting 
impact as well.

This year, celebrate in a way that protects and 
prioritizes your marriage and, if you’re interested, 
use these questions to get you started:

• What was your most memorable holiday as a 
kid?

• What is the best Christmas gift you have ever 
received?

• What is your funniest holiday memory?

• What are your favorite Christmas traditions?

• Is there anyone in my family that you don’t feel 
comfortable spending the holidays with?

• What can I do when we are with my family to 
make you feel safe and supported?

• What is a new tradition you want to make 
happen this year?

• In what ways would you like to give to others 
this season?

• What do we need to say no to so we can make 
sure we’re spending quality time together this 
holiday season?

Protect and Prioritize
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by Casey and Meygan Caston 

Casey and Meygan are the co-founders of Marriage365, an 
organization committed to building resources that help couples 
connect. They are reaching millions of couples worldwide 
by providing innovative tools for couples from engagement 
through marriage, from hurting to happy. 

www.marriage365.org

ACTION PLANS

• Create a new tradition with just you and your 
spouse. Traditions are an incredible way to 
make something even more special during 
the holidays. We started giving each other a 
gift on Christmas Eve after the kids go to bed. 
This way we can talk, take our time, and not 
be interrupted by all the chaos Christmas can 
bring.

• Write down who you need to buy gifts for. 
Now that you know exactly how much you can 
spend on gifts, decide who gets what. Make 
a list of everyone you’ll buy for this year—and 
we mean everyone—coworkers, friends, your 
parents, your kids, your grandkids, etc. Next 
to each name (or category, if you’re budgeting 
a treat for the office), write a specific dollar 
amount. Couples who have a financial plan 
don’t end up broke after the holidays are over.

• Schedule sex! You read that right. In the 
busyness of the holidays, sex usually takes 
a backseat. Mark it on your calendar and 
schedule some time to be naughty ... or nice!

• Instead of exchanging presents, invest in your 
marriage by planning a couple’s getaway. If the 
spark is missing, oftentimes a healthy escape, 
an adventure, or a time to be alone is enough 
to rebuild lost connection.

photo courtesy of: Searching for the Light Photography 

47



Course Correction | homefrontmag.com48

family time     inspire    equip     support

SPIRITUAL GRANDPARENTING

Darkness Does Not 
Overcome the Light
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We who are grandparents have lived to see the 
influences of Christianity on our culture greatly 
diminish, even disappear. Our grandchildren are 
growing up in this culture where darkness seems 
to reign, taking every opportunity to confuse and 
entice them—to their own detriment. This “darkness” 
is not only the unrestrained pursuit of sin, but also a 
suppression of those truths that enable us to identify 
sin and its ugliness. If we so choose, we can help our 
grandkids recognize the light and reject the darkness.

Influencing our grandchildren’s lives is not 
so much the amount of time involved but the 
intentionality of the involvement. My wife is an 
absolute champion at this, keeping us “intentionally 
involved” with birthdays, sports events, and special 
occasions. That intentionality of involvement 
means we know and abide by the boundaries set 
by the parents, that we avoid “should” and “ought” 
statements, and that our grandchildren know our 
unconditional love. We can help them “walk in the 
light” through being historians, mentors, and role 
models for them.

Recently, my grandson wanted to know about my 
father. My grandson was visibly moved by knowing 
that his great-grandfather fought in WWII and lost 
his eyesight when his Corsair crashed. A spiritual 
moment presented itself when he asked, “Papa, did 
God cause Grampa Bob to go blind?” I said no, but 
God did use it to bring him to the light of Jesus, and 
now his physical and spiritual darkness is gone, living 
in the eternal light of the Lord.

Mentoring our grandchildren can be in 
common, ordinary things like teaching them to 
ride a bike, joining them in bedtime prayers, or 
helping with homework. I enjoy doing the latter 
with my granddaughter, and she recently trusted 
me enough to open up about a conflict she had 
with a classmate. Her vulnerability allowed me to 
share a similar personal experience and how the 
principle of forgiveness would benefit both her 
and her classmate. As a grandfather I see a unique 
opportunity to affirm my two granddaughters and 
communicate God’s great love for them and His 
absolute delight in their efforts to walk in His ways.

Modeling our lives in the Lord to our 
grandchildren is a tangible testimony of the gift we 
have received from Jesus to be His children. I took 
my two grandsons to the neighborhood park one 
day. I struck up a conversation with another boy 
who was alone, introduced him to my two grandsons, 
and suggested they include him in the game they 
were playing. At first they resisted, but I told them 
that is what Jesus would do. Afterward, when I told 
my grandsons that the boy was staying with his 
grandmother because his parents were divorcing and 
he was so very lonely, they expressed their gratitude 
that they hadn’t given in to their desire to be selfish.

My wife had a near-fatal illness, but recovered 
after many months. I was telling my granddaughter 
some aspect of it and abruptly broke down. During 
the silence of my embarrassment, she said, “Papa, 
you really love Mimi a lot, don’t you?”

We can take heart that we are not without help. 
The apostle John said of the life of Jesus that He is 
the light shining in the darkness and the darkness 
is doubly defeated in that it cannot comprehend 
nor overcome the light. We grandparents have the 
opportunity to speak into our grandchildren’s lives; 
to help them recognize and reject the darkness by 
knowing the light; and to help them, when necessary, 
to make course corrections in the rhythm of everyday 
life. By doing so, we can leave a spiritual legacy to 
our children’s children.

by Mark Dawson, MD

Mark has pursued “reasonable faith” throughout his life. 
Recently, he retired as a physician specializing in internal 
medicine, and took certificate courses in Christian apologetics 
from Biola University. He has been teaching apologetics to 
various groups, including DLA students, elementary students, 
and an adult life group at New Life Church in Colorado 
Springs, CO. He and his wife, Rosemary, live in Colorado 
Springs and have three children and eight grandchildren. 

“A GOOD PERSON LEAVES AN INHERITANCE FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S CHILDREN, 
BUT A SINNER’S WEALTH IS STORED UP FOR THE RIGHTEOUS.” PROVERBS 13:22
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ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story, 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate to this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to 
be done?” It allows the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to 
others and focuses on a cause 
bigger than one individual life. It 
helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ-followers we are to view 
our lives as living sacrifices that 
we generously give away!

2
“God transforms me 

when I step out in faith.”

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE EN-
VIRONMENTS FOR CHILDREN 
TO LIVE IN SO THEIR FAITH 
WILL GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, COMMON 
LANGUAGE, AND PRACTICE. 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW 
THESE ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

6 7

9
8

10

“When I get off 
track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God, 

and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and 
I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive  
counter-identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a  
hands-on example of what it means for children 
to put their faith into action. Modeling puts 
flesh on faith and reminds us that others are 
watching to see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute truth, and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, knowing His Word, 
and a relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, and yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture marked “The Voice” taken from The Voice™. Copyright © 2012 by Ecclesia Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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family time     inspire    equip     support

These beautifully illustrated stories can be 
read aloud as a family each day in December, 
painting a sweeping picture of God’s plan to 
rescue broken humanity.  

Discover the beauty and grace of Jesus, our 
Rescuer, who came to make everything good 
and new again, like it was in the beginning.

Visit your local Christian 
retailer or Amazon.com today!


