Sermon Notes on Biblical Simplicity for June 22, 2025.
Definition: Biblical simplicity is to prioritize spiritual values over materialism.
Key Scripture: 2 Cor. 11:3 (in part) the simplicity that is in Christ (KJV and NKJV); the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ (NASB); simple and pure devotion to Christ (Message).  
Note that this points to either His simplicity or our simplicity.

Core problem: We all want to be rich and famous.   Matt 6:24 (God and mammon); 1Tim 6:17-19 and Prov 11:28 (do not trust in riches); -- Matt 6:1-2 (practicing righteousness before people); John 12:43 (loving the glory that comes from people); 1 John 2:15-16 (loving the things of this world)
The solution: Make Jesus your Lord as well as your Savior and learn and follow His priorities.  Rom10:9 (confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord); John 6:29 (and this is the work of God, that we believe in him whom he has sent); Matt 6:33 (seek first the Kingdom of God…). 
This results in trust (Prov. 3:5-6 –Trust in the Lord with all your heart…) and in peace (John 14:27 – Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you…).

Note that simplicity can become an idol when it takes precedence over seeking the Kingdom.

The reminder (Ortland): Remember what Christ is doing right now in heaven. He is interceding for us (Heb 7:25 – He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.) and He is our advocate (We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.)

Practices (from Kelley)
1. Daily (as a minimum) practice a quiet time of listening and worshiping God…  “Carry the recreating silences within oneself, well-nigh all the time.”  Center down: “The life with God is the center of life.”
2. Learn to say no.  Reward yourself when you do.
3. Do not be ruled by the “tyranny of the urgent.”
(from Foster)
4. Buy things for usefulness, not status: in clothes, cars, homes…
5. Reject what causes addiction: gluttony, too much screen time, porn…
6. Have the habit of giving things away (Luke 6:30).  Do not accumulate stuff.
7. Do not be taken in by advertising.
8. Enjoy things without owning them.
9. Develop a deeper appreciation for creation (Psa 145:9). Be a good steward.
10. Avoid “buy now, pay later.”
11. Develop plain, honest speech like Jesus (Matt 5:37).
12. Reject what breeds oppression in others: slavery, antisemitism, depreciating any group…

Assignment: Circle three things on the above list of twelve that you are going to work on so that they will grow in your life.



Wanting to be famous: Matt 6:1 (ESV) – Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

Wanting to be rich: Luke 16:13 (ESV) – No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and money.

Full text of key verse: 2 Cor 11:3 (NKJV): But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Paul’s testimony: Phil 4:11-13 (ESV) -- …for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound.  In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
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