Sunday, November 30, 2025

A4

SERMON STUDY

GUIDE

Small Group Guide: Luke 1.5-25
Open with Prayer

Discussion Questions:

1.

God's Silence and Unseen Work: The sermon describes periods of God's
silence as times when "unseen roots" are spreading beneath the soil, leading to
eventual breakthroughs. Share a time in your life when you experienced spiritual
silence or unanswered prayers. How does the idea of God's hidden work (like in
Luke 1) change your perspective on those moments?

Fulfilling Ancient Prophecies: The sermon connects Malachi 4.5-6 to Luke
1.16-17, showing how God broke 400 years of silence through the promise of
John the Baptist. Why do you think God allowed such a long period of prophetic
silence before fulfilling this promise? How does this encourage patience in our
own waiting for Christ's return, as mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 4.16-177?

Righteousness Amid Suffering: Zechariah and Elizabeth are described as
“righteous" and "blameless" (Luke 1.5-7), yet they faced childlessness and
social stigma. In what ways can their story help us support others who are
experiencing unmet expectations or low points?

The Significance of the Incense Ritual: In Luke 1.8-10, Zechariah is chosen
by lot for the once-in-a-lifetime honor of burning incense, symbolizing prayers
rising to God (as in Psalm 141.2). What does this scene reveal about the role of
routine faithfulness in our lives? How might it inspire us to persist in prayer even
when God seems silent?

The Angel's Message and Breakthrough: The angel Gabriel tells Zechariah
that his long-repeated prayer for a child has been heard (Luke 1.11-13), and that
John will fulfill prophecies like those in Isaiah 40.1-3. How does this moment
illustrate the idea that "God does His best work at your low point"? What
"roots" might God be growing in your current season of waiting?

The Cost of Doubt: Zechariah doubts the angel's promise due to his and
Elizabeth's age (Luke 1.18-20), leading to his temporary silence. The sermon
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notes that God's plans don't depend on our belief but invites us to trust His
Word. What biblical promises have you discounted because of personal
limitations or doubts? How can embracing hope, as emphasized in the first
week of Advent, help overcome this?

From Delay to Deliverance: The sermon ends by highlighting how God turns
delays into deliverance, as seen in Elizabeth's conception and her removal from
reproach (Luke 1.21-25). In what ways does this story parallel our collective
waiting for Christ's return? How can we cultivate joy and gladness (Luke 1.14) in
our own periods of waiting or silence?

Key Takeaways:

1.

God's Silence is Purposeful Preparation: Even in seasons of unanswered
prayers and spiritual quiet (like the 400 years before John the Baptist's
announcement in Luke 1.16-17), God is actively working behind the scenes..

Suffering Doesn't Mean Punishment; It's Part of God's Plan: Zechariah and
Elizabeth’s story shows that low points aren't divine judgment but opportunities
for God to do His best work.

Overcome Doubt with Hope in God's Faithful Promises: Zechariah's doubt
led to temporary silence (Luke 1.18-20), but God's plans prevailed regardless.
As we wait for Christ's return (1 Thessalonians 4.16-17), we're called to
embrace Advent hope by prioritizing biblical promises over our limitations,
cultivating joy and persistence in faith.

Practical Applications:

1.

Cultivate Persistence in Prayer During Silence: Like Zechariah's incense
ritual (Luke 1.8-10), dedicate daily time to prayer and keep a journal of requests.
Reflect on past breakthroughs to trust God's unseen work, as in the 400-year
silence before Luke 1.16-17.

Embrace Low Points as Opportunities for Growth: Reframe challenges like
Zechariah and Elizabeth's childlessness (Luke 1.5-7) by seeking God's purpose.
Share your story with others for support and serve those in similar struggles to
turn delays into encouragement.

Counter Doubt with Scriptural Hope: Combat doubts like Zechariah's (Luke
1.18-20) by memorizing promises (e.g., 1 Thessalonians 4.16-17). During waiting
seasons, use daily affirmations or journaling to prioritize hope over limitations
and build joy.

Close in Prayer
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