
Romans 1:14-17  
“Who’s Your One?” 

 

 
ROMANS AT A GLANCE 
 

To date there are more than 3,195 unengaged, unreached 
people groups in the world that have no way of hearing the 
gospel. Additionally, there are billions of people in evangelized 
countries around the world who are not believers. Reaching 
the world is one of the few commands that Jesus left the 
church, and our work is still unfinished. God has invited us to 
join Him in making His name known to others in and through 
the work of Jesus Christ. The question is, do you want to 
participate? It must start with us here in the 903 area code and 
then move to the ends of the Earth.  

 

ASK 
What’s the most memorable thing that has ever happened to you while sharing 
your faith? 

In what circumstances is it easy for you to share God’s love with others? In what 
circumstances is it difficult? 

Describe a time when you recall doing something specifically “for the sake of God’s 
name.” What was the experience like?  

 

READ 

ROMANS 1:14-17 

14 I am obligated both to Greeks and barbarians, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 So I am 
eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

The Righteous Will Live by Faith 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. 

“The Gospel is not just a 
diving board off of which 
we jump into the pool of 
Christianity; the Gospel is 
the pool itself.” 
 

 -J. D. Greear 
 
“The Gospel is God’s 
ability to take something 
evil and in return give us 
something good.” 
 

 -Erwin Lutzer 
 

 



2 
 

 

 

REVIEW THE TEXT 

Context/Commentary/Background 

The Holman New Testament Commentary: Romans 

1:14- Jesus explained the good news this way: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
Many have never heard this news. The Son of God entered the world as an embryo, then a fetus, 
then a newborn infant on the outskirts of a little hamlet called Bethlehem in the hills of Judea. He 
grew to be a man who, though completely sinless Himself, paid the complete penalty of sin on 
behalf of the whole world. He paid the price in full, leaving none for us to pay on our own, so that 
whoever—regardless of age, gender, race, nationality, geographical location, social class, 
intelligence, education, or even morality—whoever simply trusts God to receive His free gift “shall 
have eternal life.” No strings attached. No hidden fees. No extra work to be done. No additional 
requirements. Nothing to join. By grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. That’s all. And it’s 
enough! 

John preserved these words in his account of Jesus’ life written near the end of the first century. 
Some five decades earlier, around AD 35, shortly after Jesus was raised from the dead and had 
ascended to the Father, unbelieving Jews began to persecute those among them who chose to 
believe in Jesus. One man, a Pharisee, pursued and imprisoned Christians with unmatched 
religious fury (Acts 8:3) and eventually presided over the execution of the first Christian martyr (Acts 
7:58). While on his way to the town of Damascus to find and imprison believers, he encountered 
the risen Savior and believed the good news himself (Acts 9:3–6), which shocked the religious 
world in and around Jerusalem. The chief persecutor of Christians had joined the ranks of those he 
had formerly killed. 

Twenty-five years later, after studying the Scriptures and growing as a Christian in the 
predominantly Gentile church in Antioch, Paul has become the chief ambassador of the good 
news to the world between Jerusalem and Rome. Having accomplished all he hoped in the lands 
subdued by the empire, the apostle desires to carry the gospel to people living in the newly 
Romanized, yet still “barbarous,” frontier of Spain. But that will come after Rome. As he ministers in 
each place, he keeps his eyes on the horizon, beyond which lie more people who need to hear the 
good news. 

The apostle pursued his mission of propagating the gospel with more passion and dedication than 
he had given to snuffing it out. And he expressed that passion using three “I am” statements: “I am 
under obligation,” “I am eager to preach the gospel,” and “I am not ashamed.” 
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“I am under obligation” (1:14). His declaration reads, literally, “To both the Greek and the barbarian, 
to both the learned and the ignorant, I am a debtor.” 

There is more than one kind of debt. The most familiar is when we borrow a sum of money from 
the bank. We are indebted to the bank to pay the money back. Paul’s debt is of another kind. If 
someone were to give me money to deliver to someone else, I am indebted to the one who gave 
me the money and, in a real sense, to the one who should receive it. As the middle man, I am a 
debtor to both. Paul writes, in effect, “I have been given the good news from the Savior, Himself, 
and I now have the responsibility—a debt to pay—to give this news to someone else.” 

It is important for me to point out that this was not a condition of Paul’s salvation. Paul did not 
consider himself a debtor because he owed the Lord anything in return for eternal life. The 
apostle’s debt was a voluntary condition of his calling. It was a deep sense of accountability to the 
fate of his fellow human beings, most of whom lived in the same spiritual darkness that once made 
him a persecutor and murderer of those who lived in the light of truth. 

“Barbarians” referred not to wild-eyed, brutal, uncivilized savages, but to those not yet cultured in 
the ways of Rome, those living on the empire’s frontier. The Greek word barbaros means 
“stuttering” or “stammering,” which the Romans applied to anyone not yet Romanized because 
they saw them as necessarily crude and ignorant. Paul’s use of the term doesn’t suggest that he 
sees non-Romanized people as inferior. He merely uses the language of the Romans to stress that 
his indebtedness extends to the whole world. 

1:15- “I am eager to preach the gospel” (1:15). Paul’s passion burned with the urgency of 
someone who had just found the fire escape in a burning high-rise. Desperate to save others, he 
shouted, “Come this way, come this way! Rush down this stairway! This is how you get out. This is 
the escape route!” Even after two decades of repeated struggles with hunger, thirst, exposure, 
shipwreck, robberies, beatings, imprisonment, and several stonings (Acts 14:19; 2 Cor. 11:23–27; 
2 Tim. 3:11), even after seeing the success of his labors—seeing the empire dotted with thriving 
communities of believers—Paul remains eager to fulfill his calling in places yet further from home. 

1:16,17- “For I am not ashamed” (1:16). The connecting particle “for” means “because.” Paul 
remains undeterred by the fear of what others think for two reasons, both of which rest in the 
gospel. 

The first reason: “for it is the power of God for salvation.” Let’s go back to my earlier illustration. If 
you had indeed discovered a completely effective, completely free cure for all types of cancer, how 
little would you care about what people say if your daily joy was to see terminally ill patients leave 
their hospital beds and enjoy a long, healthy life? Paul remained energized and unconcerned with 
the opinions of other people because the gospel is too wonderful and too compelling to disregard, 
especially for the sake of pride. 

The second reason: “for in it the righteousness of God is revealed.” Whereas the disease is sin, 
good health is righteousness. Sin is nothing less than rebellion against the very nature of God, 
which is utterly good, and righteousness is right relations with the One who, alone, can judge good 
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from evil. The cure for the terminal disease of sin is the gospel, which allows any who will receive it 
to enjoy a restored relationship with the Creator. 

Paul concludes his greeting with a reminder that, while the good news of Jesus Christ is God’s 
radically different approach to the problem of sin, it is older than creation. He quotes the Old 
Testament prophet Habakkuk (Hab. 2:4) to show that throughout all time, salvation is a gift 
provided by grace and received through faith. Thus, in the good news, the righteousness of God is 
revealed “out of faith into faith” (literally rendered). “The righteous man shall live by faith.” One 
receives right standing before God by belief, not deeds. 

That’s a glimmer of the good news that Paul longs to share and takes great care to explain in this 
letter. But first, to fully appreciate a cure, one must understand his or her disease and its 
consequences.1 

 

Content 

Have a volunteer read Romans 1:16-17. 

Why might we be ashamed of the gospel at times when at work, with our 
acquaintances or with our family?  

How is the gospel “God’s power for salvation”? 

There are many reasons that we might be ashamed of the 
gospel. We might be ashamed because we are afraid that 
someone might judge us for being a Christian, and therefore 
weaken our relationship. We might be afraid that if we share the 
gospel, our friend will think that we are judging them. However, 
Paul teaches us that we ought not be ashamed. 

When we think of the power of God, we might think of His power 
in creating the world. Genesis teaches us that God spoke and 

the universe and the worlds were born. Now that’s power! We might also think of God’s power as 
something mighty like the sun. But Paul says that it is the gospel that is the power of God. The 
gospel has the power to raise a person who is dead in sin to life in Christ. That is real power! If we 
believe that the gospel is the power of God, the same kind of power that created worlds and 
wakes the dead, then we will not be ashamed to share it with anyone. 

                                                             
1 Charles R. Swindoll, Insights on Romans, Swindoll’s New Testament Insights (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2010), 32–35. 

“The Gospel doesn’t just 
contain the power of 
God; it IS the power of 
God.”     

-Pastor Glynn   
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What do you think it means for God’s righteousness to be revealed “from faith to 
faith”?  

What is the difference between saying “The righteous will live by faith” and “the 
righteous will live by works?” 

Paul teaches us that God’s righteousness, not ours, is 
revealed “from faith to faith”. The most likely meaning is that 
by living faithfully, we show the world who God is. Living 
faithfully means trusting in Christ death and resurrection first, 
and then trying to imitate the kind of love that Christ showed 
to us by dying for us. As we live by faith, people will see the 
beauty of God in Christ, and as we share the gospel, some of 
them may come to share our faith as well.  

We are called to live as a faithful people. If we trust in Christ, we will certainly do good works that 
will bring honor to His Name. But we are not doing these works so that God will declare us 
righteous in the day of judgment—we do them out of gratitude that God has already declared us 
righteous because of Jesus’ atoning death on the cross. Our works are an overflow of the love 
God has already given us, not desperate attempts to move God to love us.  

 

REFLECT 
Could we as a group encourage one another by sharing about how the power of the 
gospel has changed our lives more frequently?  

How might this impact our testimony and willingness to share how the gospel has 
changed us with others? 

 

Encouragement goes a long way in community.  

 

 

Pastor Glynn’s 3 Points from the “Who’s Your One” Sermon 

1. If God can change me, He can change anyone. (v.14) 
2. Since God saved me, He wants to use me to share with someone else. (v.15)  
3. The power of God in you is the same power of God for everyone. (v.16-17) 

“Every saved person this 
side of heaven owes the 
Gospel to every lost 
person this side of Hell.”  

-David Platt  
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RESPOND 
Share this challenge with your Connect Group… 

Imagine if every member of your Connect Group could answer that 
question with the name of a person—a person for whom they’re praying 
and with whom they’re sharing the gospel. How would it change your 
church if our Connect Group members would take on this challenge? 
How would it begin to change Longview? Or change the world? 

Let’s keep “Who’s Your One?” at the forefront of our minds and encouragement towards each 
other.  We were called to share with those who are far from God.  “Who’s Your One?” is our 
engage theme for 2020.  We will also offer special opportuntiies throughout the year, like Friend 
Day on Sunday, Feb. 2, for you to bring your “one” with you to Mobberly.  We encourage you to 
take advantage of these special events!     

How can you engage your one?  


