
Romans 2:11  
“The Gospel is for All People” 

 

 

START HERE 
A church’s college students were on a bus, talking 
excitedly, as they headed for the campus where their 
three-day retreat was to be held. They had looked forward 
to this for months. It would be a time to get away from the 
pressures of school, to rethink personal-goals, enrich 
themselves with God’s Word, and make new friendships 
with fellow Christians, including potential life-mates.  

About an hour and a-half into the trip, the group leader 
spotted a hitchhiker with a backpack on the side of the 
road and said, “Let’s pick him up. Giving him a ride will help him out.” As he boarded the 
bus w/ his backpack, most tried not to stare at his scruffy beard, matted hair, and 
dirty/grimy clothes. He also brought with him the unmistakable odor of dried out sweat. 
They tried to converse with him, but he wasn’t talkative, so having done their duty, most 
just ignored him, thinking “Thank the Lord, that’s not me!” A couple of the students tried to 
give him the gospel, but when he showed no real signs of interest, they left him alone, 
and talked with each other instead.  

When the bus reached the turn-off for the retreat site, it stopped to let the transient out.  
The clicking sound of bus windows being opened caught his attention, and he looked 
back momentarily, as his former bus-mates tried to rid the bus of his smell.  

After lunch, the first teaching session began with an introduction of the main speaker that 
weekend. A shock wave went through the group, as the speaker stepped up to the 
podium—it was none other than the hitchhiker, now cleaned-up and clean-shaven. As it 
turned out, the supposed “transient” was actually a youth pastor from a nearby church, 
recruited for this role by the group leader. It would be a long weekend, he had a busload 
of illustrations, and no one was going anywhere until the bus took them home.1 

                                                           
1 “Faith Without Favoritism”, May 27, 2012.  
http://www.mastersbible.com/documents/Sermons/James/10.James2.1-4.pdf 

“The complexity of God’s 
image is only visible thru 
the completion of the 
Great Commission 
among all peoples of all 
races.” 

 – Bishop John Perkins, 
One Blood 

TEACHERS - You are encouraged to listen to the “Extra Point” podcast 
before teaching this lesson. It can be found at www.mobberly.org/lessons 
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ASK 

What do you think the college students might have been thinking when the 
hitchhiker stood up and took the podium? 
 
What are some reasons we discriminate between people – that is, why we 
treat some people more favorably than others? 

Think of a situation in which you have observed people being treated with 
less favor than others 

How did it make you feel? 

What action did you take? 

Do you think that God “plays favorites”?  Why or why not? 
 
READ 

ROMANS 2:5-11 

The Guilt of the Gentile World 

5 Because of your hardened and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself 
in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is revealed. 6 He will repay each one 
according to his works: 7 eternal life to those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but wrath and anger to those who are self-seeking and 
disobey the truth while obeying unrighteousness. 9 There will be affliction and distress for 
every human being who does evil, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek; 10 but glory, 
honor, and peace for everyone who does what is good, first to the Jew, and also to the 
Greek. 11 For there is no favoritism with God. (CSB) 
 
Focus Passage:   
 
11For there is no favoritism with God. (Romans 2:11; CSB) 
 

REVIEW  

Context/Commentary/Background 

The Holman New Testament Commentary: Romans 

2:5–11. Another indication that Paul is writing primarily with Jews in mind Is his quoting of 
the Old Testament to make his point: “God ‘will give to each person according to what he 
has done’ ” (Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12). Here, he says that, in addition to judging righteously 
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on the basis of truth, God will judge on the basis of works—what each person has done. 
Do not forget our initial deductions at the beginning of this chapter. The issue here is not 
salvation—it is how God evaluates all people: on the basis of truth, works, and light. The 
point he is making here is that God shows no partiality or favoritism when he judges the 
human race. Salvation is always by faith, not by works (Eph. 2:8–9). 

Paul is not contradicting himself in Romans 2; rather, he is contradicting those who would 
wonder why God does not judge the really wicked Gentiles of the world. His response is 
that those who themselves are going to be judged ought not to be judging others. 

The same wrath that Paul said is currently (present tense) being revealed against the 
“godlessness and wickedness of men” (1:18) is being stored up by the moralizers for the 
day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed (2:5). Wrath is being 
revealed as people are given over (1:24, 26, 28) to increasingly sinful practices as their 
sin is judged. But one day, a final, external judgment will be revealed when God will judge 
each person for what he or she has done in life. 

Paul uses the opposite ends of the spectrum of righteousness to illustrate his point in 
verses 6–11: 

 

It is obvious that there is no person who has lived completely at either end of the 
spectrum—totally evil or totally good—which is how we know that Paul is creating a 
hypothetical example to make his point. Certainly no one is totally righteous, and though 
all people are “wholly defiled” and “wholly inclined to all evil” (to quote the Westminster 
Confession of Faith), no one is as evil as he or she could possibly be. 

Therefore, all people are somewhere on the spectrum between points just shy of either 
end. All have sinned (Rom. 3:23), and God ‘will give to each person according to what he 
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has done.’ This “giving” will occur on the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment 
will be revealed. On the other hand, God’s righteous judgment would require that if 
anyone did persist in doing good, seeking glory, honor and immortality (that is, they never 
sinned), he would grant them eternal life. 

For all, church father Chrysostom’s words are ominous: “Paul deprives those who live in 
wickedness of any excuse and shows that it is from factiousness and carelessness that 
they fall into unrighteousness [see 2:8].… Their fall is voluntary; their crime is not of 
necessity.” Not of necessity. By the time Paul gets through Romans 6, and then 
concludes Romans 8, it will become obvious that “crime is not of necessity.” But where 
“crime” exists, God does not show favoritism.2 

Insights on Romans 

2:5–11 At the end of days, there will be a terrifying courtroom scene involving every 
human being who ever took a breath on earth. The deeds of each man and woman will be 
laid on a scale and weighed against the holy character of God—the very definition of 
righteousness (2:5–6). Wealth, power, position, race, color, nationality, heritage, and 
philosophy will count for nothing. Religion will count for nothing. The standard will be the 
same for all—those who have had access to the Law and those who did not. God “will 
render to each person according to his [or her] deeds” (2:6), a promise of the Old 
Testament (Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12) repeated by Jesus (Matt. 16:27) and described in 
detail by John’s Revelation. The reward of righteousness is eternal life (Rom. 2:7), but the 
penalty for unrighteousness is wrath (2:8). 

According to Paul, God’s holy character is 
the true standard of righteousness. At the 
final judgment, our goodness will be 
compared to the Lord’s—not the 
righteousness of other people or even our 
own conscience. If the weight of our 
righteousness fails to tip the balance in our 
favor, we will be found guilty. 

Paul has not contradicted himself. He 
earlier wrote that the gospel “is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (1:16), and he quoted the Old Testament 
prophet’s declaration that “the righteous will live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). He merely meant 
to clarify that each person will be judged by his or her deeds, not saved by them. At the 

                                                           
2 Kenneth Boa and William Kruidenier, Romans, vol. 6, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 77–79. 
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end of days, each will lay his or her deeds on the scale and they will be found wanting. No 
amount of good deeds will balance the righteousness of God on the other side—not even 
close. 

The apostle’s point is simple: “There is no partiality with God” (2:11). All have equal 
opportunity to stand before the Judge to present evidence of their own righteousness. 
And the standard will be the same for all. But, Paul warns, “because of your stubbornness 
and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself” (2:5). Anyone daring to 
presume that his or her deeds are sufficiently good for eternal life or that God, who sees 
all, will overlook sin has chosen a bleak future.3 

Content 

Main Point: God does not play favorites 

Have a volunteer read James 2:1-4 and 2:8-9 

1 My brothers and sisters, do not show favoritism as you hold on to the faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 For if someone comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 
dressed in fine clothes, and a poor person dressed in filthy clothes also comes in, 3 if you 
look with favor on the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Sit here in a good place,” 
and yet you say to the poor person, “Stand over there,” or “Sit here on the floor by my 
footstool,” 4 haven’t you made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts? (CSB) 
 
8 Indeed, if you fulfill the royal law prescribed in the Scripture, Love your neighbor as 
yourself, you are doing well. 9 If, however, you show favoritism, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. (CSB) 
 
Favoritism means to write someone off because they 
are different than us. The Greek word in verse 1 
translated as “favoritism” literally means “to accept a 
face”.  We have a similar expression today when we 
talk about having “face time” with someone.  The word 
means “to make unjust distinctions between people by 
treating one person better than another.”4  We say 
such a one is “showing partiality”.   
 

                                                           
3 Charles R. Swindoll, Insights on Romans, Swindoll’s New Testament Insights (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2010), 53–55. 
4 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene A. Nida, Greek-English Lexicom of the New Testament: Based on Semantic 
Domains, 2nd ed. New York: United Bible Societies, 1989, 768. 

“Sharing the Gospel without 
showing the gospel is 
legalism. Caring about social 
injustices without caring 
about eternal justice is 
liberalism.” – Pastor Glynn 
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What does James say in verses 4 and 9 about what is going on when 
Christians “accept a face” rather than treat everyone the same? (being judges 
with evil motives, committing sin) 

Instead, what are followers of Christ to conduct themselves toward each 
person they meet (verse 8)? (love your neighbor as yourself – this fulfills the 
“Royal Law”) 
 
Turn in your copy of God’s word to the second chapter of Romans. Last week, Pastor 
Glynn led us through Romans 2:1-16 where we learned that God is in fact completely 
opposite of our tendency to show partiality, to play favorites. Verse 11 is the summary 
verse of this passage. 
 
Have a volunteer read Romans 2:11; There is no favoritism with God (CSB) 

It is a myth to think that God will change His standards for selected individuals and that a 
person can somehow curry favor with Him.  God is completely objective and sees each 
person without regard to education, intelligence, political affiliation, social status, race, 
nationality, age, hair color, musical preferences, extrovertedness or introvertedness, or 
any other variation from person to person.  He is not influenced by them and cannot be 
influenced by them.  He just does not see the differences which so often distract us.  

Listen to this character trait of our great God found throughout the Bible. 

Have volunteers read the following passages: 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 (CSB) — “For the Lord your God is the God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great, mighty, and awe-inspiring God, showing no partiality and taking no bribe.  
He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the resident alien, giving 
him food and clothing.  You are also to love the resident alien, since you were resident 
aliens in the land of Egypt.” 

Job 34:19 (CSB) — “God is not partial to princes and does not favor the rich over the 
poor,for they are all the work of his hands.” 

Ephesians 6:9 (CSB) “And masters, treat your slaves the same way, without 
threatening them, because you know that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and 
there is no favoritism with him.” 

What positives do you see in God’s impartiality? 

Each person has been created in the image of God (cf. Gen. 1:26-27, 2 Cor. 3:18) and 
must be valued infinitely as He values them. Because God is this way, He desires we also 
be like Him in our regard for people. When we don’t correspond to His pattern, problems 
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surface.  Listen to Proverbs 28:21 in The Message paraphrase (teacher - read this verse 
given below)  

Proverbs 28:21 (The Message) Playing favorites is always a bad thing; you can do great 
harm in seemingly harmless ways.   

What great harm have you seen caused by “seemingly harmless ways” when 
we, unlike God, play favorites? 

God is not a respecter of persons – 
that is, He sees right through the 
minor issues which trip us up as sinful 
humans and goes directly to the heart 
of the matter. 

In Romans 2, Paul tells his readers 
that God evaluates each of us not by 
these incidental things we grade 
people by, but by our work.   

Have a volunteer read Romans 2:6-8 

6 He will repay each one according to his works: 7 eternal life to those who by persistence 
in doing good seek glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but wrath and anger to those who are 
self-seeking and disobey the truth while obeying unrighteousness. (CSB) 

There's a wonderful story about a Chicago bank that once asked for a letter of 
recommendation on a young Bostonian being considered for employment. The Boston 
investment house could not say enough about the young man. His father, they wrote, was 
a Cabot; his mother was a Lowell. Further back was a happy blend of Saltonstalls, 
Peabodys, and other of Boston's first families. His recommendation was given without 
hesitation. Several days later, the Chicago bank sent a note saying the information 
supplied was altogether inadequate. It read: "We are not contemplating using the young 
man for breeding purposes. Just for work."5 

The candidate’s upbringing was not of great interest to the bank – they wanted to know 
how he worked.  That is the same thing God does.  Listen to what Peter concluded as he 
spoke to the Roman centurion Cornelius in Acts chapter 10. 

                                                           
5 “Favoritism”, Sermon Illustrations, http://www.christianglobe.com/illustrationsTwo/a-z/f/favoritism.htm 

“When most people say they want a diverse 
church, what they really want is a diverse 
church - all acting like and singing like and 
dressing like them. The character of our 
church is not going to be reflected in how we 
treat a few people who are different from us 
when we are the majority, but rather in how 
we treat the majority of people who are 
different than us, when we are in the 
minority.” – Pastor Glynn 
 

“God is not fooled by your appearances. He is not prejudiced. He does not make unjust 
distinctions between people by treating one better than another.” – Pastor Glynn 
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Have a volunteer read Acts 10:34-35 

“34 Peter began to speak: “Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show 
favoritism, 35 but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.” (CSB) 

The question is, do any of us fear Him perfectly and always do what is 
acceptable to God?  Can any of us say we have kept a perfect record before 
Holy God? (No one can – Romans 3:23 – all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God) 

As Pastor Glynn preached last week, it is not a matter of having our good works 
outweighs our bad works on God’s scale of justice to receive eternal life.  Instead, it is a 
matter of whether our works could possibly outweigh the perfect righteousness of Christ – 
and they never could.  So, we must abandon hope of our works and receive the free gift 
of Christ’s righteousness for eternal life. 
 
The Bible records a day in which God will examine the works of all who are depending on 
them for entrance into Heaven. He will not “show face” or give a pass to anyone.  He will 
not play favorites and let someone off because of their station in life, their heritage of 
being a preacher’s kid or the grandson of a pastor, their generous disposition, or any 
other reason.  Turn in your Bibles to Revelation 19. 

Have a volunteer read Revelation 19:11-15 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and one seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from his 
presence, and no place was found for them. 12 I also saw the dead, the great and the 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, 
which is the book of life, and the dead were judged according to their works by what was 
written in the books. 13 Then the sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead that were in them; each one was judged according to their 
works. 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was 
thrown into the lake of fire. (CSB) 

What does this passage tell us about those who approach God with their 
own works? (they will be judged on the basis of their works and enter the 
lake of fire, the second death) 

“The ground is level at the foot of the cross. Everyone has the equal opportunity to 
stand before the Judge and present their case. But if anyone dares to assume that 
their actions are sufficient for eternal life, you’re making an eternal mistake. No one 
has an advantage.” – Pastor Glynn 
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This is bad news – and it is very bad.  During the Great White Throne Judgment, named 
for the description of the throne given in verse 11, no one present escapes.   

God will not play any favorites on judgement day; all will be guilty before Him: 
• The educated and the illiterate – guilty! 
• The upstanding and the felon – guilty! 
• The young and the old – guilty! 
• The generous giver and the greedy thief – 

guilty! 
• The religious and the atheist – guilty! 
• The wealthy and the homeless – guilty! 

 
What are your thoughts knowing God does not “accept a face” and when he 
examines the public and private works of our lives, will find them wanting? 
(we must run to the gospel) 

These words ought to create a huge heaviness in our hearts.  There is no escape for any 
who attempt to please God by what they do.  God does not play favorites.  Even our very 
best works are shaded with impropriety and layers of selfishness and fall short of 
perfection before God.  We are each and every one bankrupt before the God of the 
universe.  Paul wrote in Romans 3:20; For no one will be justified in his sight by the works 
of the law (CSB). 

Thanks be to God that there is good news here!  Romans 2:16 says this great day of 
judgment is “on the day when God judges what people have kept secret, according to my 
gospel through Christ Jesus.” (CSB)  

The good news, the gospel, the message of victory, is that Christ has taken your and my 
place on the cross at Calvary.  He traded places with us – “For Christ also suffered for 
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God” (1 
Peter 3:18, CSB). 

• He died that we might live   
• He bore our unrighteousness to give us His own perfection 
• He replaced our imperfect works with His perfect work 

 
One who places personal faith in Jesus enjoys the benefit of Christ’s judgement on their 
sin rather than having to be judged themselves at the Great White Throne Judgment 
based on their own flawed righteousness. 

Have a volunteer read Ephesians 2:8-9 

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift— 9 not from works, so that no one can boast. (CSB) 

“God's revelation in the 
gospel not only reveals who 
He is, but it also reveals 
who we are.” – David Platt 
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The gospel is for all people, because all people play favorites and God plays no favorites. 

REFLECT 

What has God brought to your attention as you consider His inability to show 
favoritism.  
 
Have you received the gift of Christ’s righteousness to take away all your 
favoritism to which we as humans are so prone? 
 
What is the proper response for us who have escaped the judgment of God 
by receiving Christ’s salvation? 
 
How will you be like God this week in purposing to see others as He does, 
without favoritism? 

Listen to how the Apostle Peter tells us to live as we think about our God who does not 
play favorites.  

Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 1:17 

1 Peter 1:17 (CSB) If you appeal to the Father who judges impartially according to each 
one’s work, you are to conduct yourselves in reverence during your time living as 
strangers. 

What would you tell “your one” about their situation, God’s impartial nature, 
and Christ’s gracious offer of eternal life? 
 

RESPOND 

Share this challenge with your Connect Group… 

As you begin to build your Romans Scriptural Journal, pray that God will continue to 
speak wisdom to you through His Word, the messages from Pastor Glynn and the 
teaching/discussions  

 

 

 

“God wants everyone to know. He doesn’t want anyone to be left out of the 
greatest news ever — a message of true freedom.” – Pastor Glynn 

Pastor Glynn’s sermon points on why “The Gospel is for All People”  

1. No one likes to be left out.  
2. Everyone of us faces the same problem. 
3. The Gospel is for all people.  
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Stay diligent in reading over the passages throughout the week and spend time reflect on 
its words and its meaning. Also, don’t forget to “hide God’s Word in your heart” by 
memorizing the memory verses. 


