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What Do You Make Of 2022? 

Watchmen Prayer Warriors, 

I don’t know about you, but Play-Doh has been a part of my life since, well, forever.  This modeling 
compound has been a staple for creative kids since the 1950’s.  The beauty of it is that the modeler 
can shape it in any way he or she desires…a star, a house, a person or a puppy.  When that playful 
purpose has been served, they can “mush” it back into a lump and start modeling something new and 
fresh.  It’s still Play-Doh – the substance hasn’t changed – but the modeler shapes it into what they 
deem best for each moment. 

As we begin a new year (can you believe it is 2022?), I’ve got Play-Doh on my mind.  We serve the 
most wonderfully creative Modeler in the universe!  He is always about using His people to 
accomplish His redemptive purpose.  He shapes and molds us as individuals and as a church family.  
Isaiah says it this way: “But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; 
and all of us are the work of Your hand.”  (Isaiah 64:8 CSB). 

Jeremiah takes it a step further as God gives him a picture worth a thousand words:  “The word which 
came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying, 2“Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
announce My words to you.”  3Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making 
something on the wheel.  4But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the 
potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make.”  (Jeremiah 18:1-4) 

God desires to shape us broken and imperfect people into something special in and through 
Mobberly Baptist Church in 2022.  As He has done through the years since 1938, God will mold the 
people of Mobberly – individually and collectively – to accomplish His purpose in this time and this 
place.  Certainly it will be consistent with the DNA that has run through His beloved Mobberly since 
He formed it…our people called to lead people into a life-changing, ever growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  We are still “Play-Doh.”  But He continues to make us vessels that please Him. 

Let’s be willing participants (“Play-Doh”) in what He wants to make of us in 2022.  Pray for Pastor 
David as he shepherds us in these days, and pray for the Pastor Search Committee as they continue 
the journey to God’s man as our future Senior Pastor.  Watchmen, pray that we will stay 
“moldable” as God uses us this year in powerful ways to share the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 
 

Greg Martin 
Pastor of Congregational Care 
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Special Prayers for All in These Times 

2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind.”  As believers, we have the authority Christ has given us to pray about the spread of any 
disease and pray for healing for those who have the Coronavirus. 

 Praise God for His sovereignty.  He is and always will be in control of all things.  Pray that we 
will trust Him to help us navigate this season of uncertainty. 

 Ask God in His mercy to stop this pandemic and save lives, not only in our communities but 
also around the world, particularly in places unequipped medically to deal with the virus.  
(Isaiah 59:1-2) 

 Pray that the Lord will give us wisdom in this moment of fear as the foundations of what we 
know are shaken, that others would realize how fragile life is and how real eternity is and they 
would see their need to turn to God.  Scripture says: “Teach us to number our days carefully 
so that we may develop wisdom in our hearts.”  (Psalm 90:12) 

 Ask God to protect our missionaries and their families around the world, using this global crisis 
to advance His Good News to all nations.  (Mark 16:15) 

 Pray for wisdom for governmental leaders, the CDC, researchers, other medical personnel, 
leaders in churches and other strategic places to have the wisdom to direct us in the best 
courses of action for prevention and care.  (Romans 13:1–4). 

 Pray for the protection of doctors, nurses, crisis response teams, emergency first responders, 
researchers and other medical professionals who risk their lives to protect ours. 

 Pray for comfort and healing for those stricken with this virus.  Pray they will receive the quality 
health care needed to regain health and strength.  Pray for healing and for a treatment to cure 
and eradicate this virus. 

 Pray for the effectiveness of the vaccines that are being distributed. 

 Pray for peace, calmness, freedom from fear, anxiety and panic among individuals and 
communities. 

 Pray for racial understanding, peace and harmony.  Pray that every person, each an image-
bearer of God, would experience justice and protection.  Pray for an end to violent 
confrontations. 

 

See web links below for the most up-to-date information about our campus schedules and 
COVID-19 guidelines. 
Here are some places on our website (all accessible from our home page at mobberly.org) where you 
can get encouragement and information: 

 View Worship Gatherings online (mobberly.org/online) 

 Find information about the Pastor Search Committee and process (mobberly.org/psc) 

 Prayer concerns (mobberly.org/pray) 

 Give to the Lord through Mobberly (mobberly.org/give) 

 Information about Mobberly and COVID-19 (mobberly.org/corona) 

 Stay connected with our social media accounts on Facebook, and Instagram. 

 Subscribe to our email news list. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/2%20Tim%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Isa%2059.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ps%2090.12
https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Mark%2016.15
https://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Rom%2013.1%E2%80%934
https://mobberly.org/corona/
https://mobberly.org/online
https://mobberly.org/psc/
https://mobberly.org/pray/
https://mobberly.org/give
https://mobberly.org/corona/
https://www.facebook.com/mobberlybaptist/
https://www.instagram.com/mobberlybaptist/
https://mobberly.org/blog/
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Praise: Praising God for who He is and for what He is doing. 

 The Lord sustains us as we live in Him. 

 Psalm 73:26 (CSB): “26My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart, my 
portion forever.” 

 Psalm 119:16 (CSB): “16Sustain me as You promised, and I will live; do not let me be 
ashamed of my hope.” 

 John 15:5 (CSB): “5I am the vine; you are the branches.  The one who remains in Me and I in 
him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me.” 

 
 
Praise the Lord:  

 Pastor Search Committee (PSC): 

o Praise God for a season of rest, renewal and family time for the PSC during the holiday 
season. 

o Praise God that many men are showing interest in the Mobberly position of Senior 
Pastor. 

 For great attendance and a wonderful spirit at the Sounds of the Season performances.  The 
message of the Christmas story was presented clearly and powerfully by the Mobberly Choir and 
Orchestra, cast, and tech crew. 

 For seeing Mobberly families come together to worship Him at the Christmas Eve services both in 
Longview and in Marshall. 

 For church members meeting other’s needs in Marshall.  Neil built a wheelchair ramp for Richard.  
The two are in a discipleship group together. 

 For our Marshall campus church staff. 

 For Bethany Venable, who volunteered to lead our first ever Children’s Ministry choir at the 
Marshall campus.  The children led part of our worship gathering on Dec. 19. 

 For church members who have given time and resources to make improvements to our Marshall 
facility this month. 

 For opening the hearts and minds of our kids to know Him and to love His Word. 

 For new families who visit our Children’s Ministry. 

 For adding one new adult and three new teens to the Preschool Sunday volunteer team. 

 For the excitement of the children as we celebrated Jesus’ birthday in the classrooms. 

 That new families continue to visit on Sundays in all areas. 

 For faithful weekday volunteers who quietly do the unseen tasks that help make our Preschool 
team succeed. 

 Several adult Connect Groups and Children’s Connect Group teachers have anonymously 
contributed to two unsuspecting families for Christmas. 

 Over 110 students signed up for Spark Weekend on the first night. 

 Junior High and High School Leadership Students are serving each week. 

 For Youth Ministry workers who faithfully serve and pour into our teenagers. 

 Alexis Lozano (23 year old lady) gave her life to Christ on her first Sunday here.  She was invited 
by a friend that attends here. 

 A new Connect Group for young singles is launching Jan. 9, and God has already formed the 
leadership team to minister to this group. 

 For meeting several families in the 11 a.m. Worship Gathering that are new to Mobberly. 
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 For an incredible Community Dinner!  It was a blessing to see the Mobberly church family serving 
together.  Our Community Dinner allowed our volunteers to share Christ with about 150 local 
mission people who attended the program and the dinner.  Praise God for the opportunity to care 
for all of those less fortunate. 

 For a team of Connect Group leaders that have demonstrated resiliency in ministering to 
Mobberly’s senior adults through all the challenges of the pandemic and for these groups 
creatively meeting needs and encouraging one another. 

 For many new senior adult guests and members that have been connecting at Mobberly 
throughout 2021. 

 For the compassionate and sacrificial leadership of the Adult Special Friends Team.  Several in 
this ministry have led out for from 10 to 40 years.  Pray for new opportunities planned for this 
group in 2022. 

 Our Marshall campus coordinator, Kendall Harper, showed our Widow to Widow ministry around 
the Marshall campus facilities and kindly showered them with holiday treats for our December 
Christmas fellowship.  It’s always a blessing when our two campuses can be together. 

 For the ability to pause and reflect on the first advent of Christ and anticipate with hope His 
second advent to come through our digital Women’s Ministry advent journey.  Women from 
various parts of the country were able to join us and share in a collective time to read Scripture 
and savor the season. 

 Thrive! hosted over 70 people for the Dept. of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) Preparation 
for Adult Living (PAL) program Christmas party. 

 DFPS continues to partner with Thrive! to provide services to families in their care. 

 New mentoring opportunities are becoming available to families-in-crisis in our area. 

 For His work in each soul during the Soul Shift Conference and Hope Road Counseling (HRC) 
staff retreat with Curt Thompson. 

 For opening the door to a possible space for HRC. 

 For continuing to protect the health and unity of the staff at HRC 

 Our Tuesday morning Family Services benevolence ministry continues its vital ministry.  Two 
people put their hope in Jesus through this team’s ministry since our last Watchmen report!  Pray 
for these new believers as they grow in Christ: Keeunsha and Houston.  Pray for follow-up by 
GO Share-Disciple-Multiply teams and others seeking to call these people into discipling 
relationships with Mobberly or another church family. 

 
 
 
Repent: Of sins committed and commands neglected. 

Our ongoing sins disrupt our fellowship with our heavenly Father.  This is why we need to repent of 
our sins and confess them to God.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9, CSB)  
  
As you pray, take time to allow the Holy Spirit to reveal your sins.  Think through various areas of 
your life: sins of thought, sins of attitude, sins of omission, sins of commission, sins of self-rule, sins of 
self-reliance or sins of relationships.  Ask God for the grace to repent and to restore your fellowship.  
Then thank God your sins have already been paid for by Christ.  Rest in His unfailing love. 
 
 
 
Ask: When our hearts are God-oriented in praise and purified through repentance, then we are ready 
to “Ask.”  God encourages us to come boldly to Him and ask.  “Therefore, let us approach the throne 
of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.” 
(Hebrews 4:16, CSB) 
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Ask God:  

 Pastor Search Committee (PSC):   

o Pray for ongoing unity as the PSC resumes meeting together weekly in January. 

o Pray that God will give discernment on the part of each PSC member and the Committee 
as a whole as each applicant’s background is carefully reviewed. 

 To call new people to participate in the Mobberly Worship Ministry through choir, orchestra or 
worship teams so they will experience the joy of using their gifts to honor Him! 

 For the resources to make the Marshall campus outdoor space a great space for kids and teens. 

 To raise up three or four new Connect Group (CG) leaders from our strong groups in Marshall to 
begin new groups this spring. 

 To bring single adults to plug into our new Single Adult CG. 

 To work in the details of starting a bilingual CG in Marshall led by George and Ann Leslie Tijerina. 

 To provide partners in Children’s Ministry in Marshall—families and parents to invest and own 
children’s ministry. 

 For continued favor at Travis Elementary (Marshall) and to help steward opportunities well.  We 
are taking lunch to the faculty on Jan. 3, and are partnering with them to offer a six-week 
celebration for hundreds of students who will come to our campus and feel celebrated and loved. 

 To bring new Children’s Ministry leaders to replace the ones who have had to step away.  Eight of 
our 15 preschool classrooms need an adult volunteer during the 11 a.m. hour. 

 To guide our thoughts and give us creativity as we plan for the upcoming year in Children’s 
Ministry. 

 To comfort three preschool families who have lost a parent due to COVID this past year.  Pray for 
the young widow(er)s as they experience their first Christmas without their spouse. 

 To provide Host Homes for Spark Weekend (last weekend in January).  Ask God to encourage 
students who have yet to sign up, and pray for our students to continue to invite their friends who 
don’t know Christ. 

 To provide a larger presence on the East Texas Baptist University (ETBU) and LeTourneau 
University (LETU) campuses in order to connect more college students to the Body of Christ. 

 To provide leaders for an additional young married CG to launch in the fall of 2022. 

 To continue to use senior adults to invest in the lives of others through discipling relationships that 
carry the gospel forward to even another generation. 

 To guide Pastor David as he prepares a message of hope and encouragement for Mobberly’s 
senior adults on Feb. 1. 

 To bless the spring semester of women’s Bible studies that will emphasize the new thing God is 
doing in His church and kingdom (Isaiah 43:19) as we study Exodus (God’s ultimate desire to 
deliver His people from the bondage of sin into the freedom of Christ) and Jude (our responsibility 
to contend for the faith). 

 To guide our Women's Ministry leadership team as we continue to ask God to show us the narrow 
road (Matthew 7:13-14), deepen our love and desire for Him (Isaiah 26:7-8) and to show us how 
He would have us minister to women in the church and in our community in 2022. 

 To encourage many men to attend the Men’s Breakfast on Jan. 8, and that several men’s 
discipleship groups will get started as a result. 

 To help people in our church to respond to being a part of our GO Share/Disciple/Multiply class 
starting at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 12.  We are asking people if they are also interested in being 
discipled.  We have leaders ready to help walk alongside anyone as they grow in Christ and follow 
Him. 
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 For peace and comfort for the parents that will be attending “Raising a Different Kind of Kid” 
beginning Jan. 10, and that each Monday they will find community and ideas to utilize in parenting 
children that typical parenting strategies don’t work for. 

 For comfort for those that have lost loved ones and are joining GriefShare this semester.  

 For healing for those that are experiencing the dissolution of their marriages and are seeking 
recovery thru DivorceCare. 

 To provide for the needs of the children and youth that attend Thrive! for Kids and Students. Ask 
that they feel seen and valued by the volunteers as they learn emotional management and self-
leadership skills, while also learning about the love of Christ. 

 That children in vulnerable situations be safe and seen. 

 To provide for the health and safety of our area social workers. 

 To help Celebrate Recovery (CR) participants and leaders to stay focused on their recovery and 
not let fear and anxiety overcome them.  

 For bravery for those that are seeking to release the chains of hurts, habits, and hang-ups and are 
fearful to take the first steps through the doors of Celebrate Recovery. 

 For health and safety of the leaders, participants and their families of our support groups. 

 For renewed energy in working with children that have experienced hard things in their young 
lives. 

 For wisdom and flexibility to meet the needs of those on the fringes of our society. 

 For provision of volunteers for Thrive! for Kids and Thrive! for Students in our upcoming semester. 

 For insight and wisdom during Sonya and R.J.’s Day of Planning meetings for 2022. 

 For continued guidance regarding the larger space for Hope Road Counseling (HRC) and 
upcoming meetings with Mobberly leadership. 

 To continue to work in and through each HRC spiritual formation group, and for direction and 
power from the Holy Spirit for Sonya and RJ as they prepare and lead these groups. 

 
 
 
Yield: To what God says to me.  Yield my will to the will of God.  Yield my agenda to the plan God 
has for my life.  We must be willing to yield our desires and our thoughts to God’s sovereign wisdom.  
As Jesus faced the cross, He prayed in Matthew 26:39 (CSB), “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass from Me.  Yet not as I will, but as You will.”  We must pray with that same spirit, humbly yielding 
our will to God’s will.  To close our prayer by “yielding” to God is a way in which we submit our desires 
to Him.  In the end, it is our way of acknowledging His will, which is what will truly satisfy us anyway.  
God’s will and plan are better than ours.  He knows the end from the beginning, and He loves us 
more than we can ever imagine. 

“8But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are 
the work of Your hand.” 

Isaiah 64:8 [CSB] 


