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today’s scriptures
Colossians 1:24-29; 2 Timothy 2:1-2; 2 Peter 3:17-18;
the main idea
Discipleship in a healthy church happens when individual members are growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ, maturing in the faith, and sharing what they learn with others. Discipleship is not a one-time event, like salvation, it is a lifelong pursuit of sanctification that will not be fully realized this side of heaven.

question to explore
What is an individual church member’s responsibility for discipleship? 
scripture in context
Colossians 1:24-29 Written around 60 AD by the apostle Paul, the book of Colossians is a letter to a congregation of new converts in Asia minor that scholars believe he never actually visited. Like a pen pal, Paul used his letter to encourage the believers, correct religious relativism that had crept into their church, and remind them of the supremacy of Christ. Their ongoing discipleship process would be a witness to the Gentile world of the hope of glory found in Jesus. 

2 Peter 3:17-18 Near the end of his life, in approximately 67 AD, the apostle Peter wrote his last letter to the church. In one of his last known pieces of correspondence, he warned the church about false teaching and false teachers. He reminded them of the unchanging truth of the gospel message and encouraged them to grow in both grace and knowledge as they followed Christ. 

2 Timothy 2:1-2 Unlike Paul’s letter to a specific church in Colossae or Peter’s letter intended to reach many congregations, 2 Timothy is a personal letter from Paul to Timothy, a young pastor in Ephesus. Paul directed Timothy to continue in personal discipleship but also encouraged him to develop a ministry of multiplication, growing new leaders within the church.

Do this for all scriptures used in this lesson



THE LESSON AT 
A GLANCE 




“People leading people into a life-changing, ever-growing relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Mobberly’s mission statement is a great place to kick off today’s study on discipleship and growth. 

In our church, people lead others in biblical truth, encouraging them to follow Jesus. This is not just the job of pastors—we are all called to influence one another to pursue Christ wholeheartedly. 

We are committed to a life-changing relationship with Jesus. Our salvation is just the beginning of our story. As we follow Christ, He brings about real and lasting change in our relationships and actions.

Finally, we are committed to helping one another experience an ever-growing relationship with Christ. By studying God’s Word in community, we live out the gospel in ever-increasing ways, encouraging others to know Christ and live for Him. 






















START HERE
If you asked one hundred Christians what they think are the essentials of the faith, you might expect answers like, “accepting Christ as your Savior,” “being baptized,” “prayer and worship,” “attending church,” or “telling others about Jesus.” One answer you might not hear as often is “maturing in the faith.” While most Bible-believing churches would say discipleship is an essential function of the church, it is possible that many church members see discipleship as a personal endeavor rather than a corporate one. In today’s texts, we will examine how the apostles Peter and Paul wrote about discipleship and growth in the church. Personal growth of individual church members impacts not only one’s life and family, but positively impacts the local church, larger community, and even the world as people encounter the love of Jesus through the maturing faith of believers. While discipleship has a long list of benefits to both the believer and the church, we’ll highlight three in today’s reading: discipleship helps us grow to maturity, protects the church from false teaching, and multiplies leaders. 


DISCUSS
Have you ever considered that your personal discipleship process has an impact, positively or negatively, on your church as a whole? How does this idea challenge the way you have thought about personal growth in the past?


REVIEW AND DISCUSS THE TEXT
1. One goal of discipleship is maturity.
Colossians 1:9-14,28: For this reason also, since the day we heard this, we haven’t stopped praying for you. We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, so that you may have great endurance and patience, joyfully  giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light.  He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

We proclaim him, warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

Unpacking Colossians 1:9-14,28
Epaphras founded the church in Colossae after one of Paul’s missionary journeys, but the congregation struggled. Although the city was smaller than others nearby, like Laodicea and Hierapolis, its location along the major trade routes from Antioch to Ephesus brought influence from various teachings and philosophies around the world. Over time, syncretism, or the combination of Christian thinking with other philosophies and religions, made its way into the church. The believers in Colossae became influenced by pagan practices, strains of Judaism, and Greek philosophy. Paul’s letter points to the absolute supremacy of Christ and urges the church to continue to grow in their faith and understanding of Christ.

Chapter one opens with a greeting as well as Paul’s prayer for the church (vv. 1-14). It is followed by a long teaching passage on the supremacy of Christ and the truth of the gospel message (vv. 15-23). This chapter bookends with Paul’s proclamation of the hope we have and his ongoing efforts to help believers grow toward maturity in Christ.

In verses 9-14, Paul carefully spelled out what the discipleship process looks like in the life of a maturing Christian. In verse 9, Paul prayed that God would fill believers with the “knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” One of the main purposes of discipleship is to understand God’s will. As Paul writes in Romans 12:2, we are not to be “conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” When our minds are renewed by God and His Word, we will mature in our ability to discern and follow His plan for our lives. Nothing will grow our faith as quickly or a deeply as a disciplined routine of studying God’s Word. 

In verse 10, Paul gave the result of what happens as believers are filled with God’s wisdom and knowledge—they will “walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him.” When we are filled with God’s wisdom through the study of His Word, we don’t just learn more, we begin to walk out our faith in ways that represent Christ in the world and are pleasing to God. True discipleship has a transformative nature in our lives. As Mark Dever writes in his book, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, “A healthy church is characterized by having members who are seriously concerned for their spiritual growth. In a healthy church, people want to get better at following Jesus.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2000), 210.] 


Reading on through verses 11-12, we see a description of the harvest of individual discipleship. This Christ follower “[bears] fruit in every good work,” “[grows] in the knowledge of God,” and is “strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might.” The result? A mature believer who has great endurance, patience, and joy. This believer is a representative of the kingdom of light into which he or she has been brought near through Jesus, and his or her actions and attitudes show it. Paul completed his thought by reminding the Colossians that they were rescued from Satan’s dominion of darkness and now enjoy fellowship in God’s kingdom, experiencing forgiveness and new life and in Christ. 

In verses 15-23, Paul wrote a beautiful description of the all-surpassing greatness of Christ. Time will not permit unpacking this passage today, but it is a reminder of who we serve and an exhortation to weed out any other philosophies or religious systems that do not place Christ as center in life and worship.
Chapter one concludes with a note from the apostle on his willingness to endure suffering for the sake of the gospel (vv. 24-26) and reminds us of our richest inheritance—Christ in us, our hope in glory (v. 27).

In verse 28, Paul points to Jesus as both the One we proclaim and the One to whom we draw near. The proclamation of Christ serves to admonish, or warn, and teach how live wisely, in hopes that the whole body of Christ might be made fully mature. This work was Paul’s life pursuit through the power of Christ. 

DISCUSS

· Would you previously have named “maturity” as one of the essentials of the faith? Why or why not? 
· Look back at the description of spiritual maturity Paul gave in verses 9-12. Is there an area in your life where growth is needed? How could you share that with another believer who will partner with you in prayer the way Paul did with the Colossian church? 


2. One guardrail of discipleship is knowledge. 
2 Peter 3:17-18: Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless people and fall from your own stable position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity.

Unpacking 2 Peter 3:17-18
Have you ever taken a child bowling? Most bowling alleys are equipped with special guardrails to keep the ball out of the gutter. In the same way, guardrails on the interstate keep our cars from going off the road and down a steep embankment or other hazard. The apostle Peter perceived an alarming precipice from which he did not want the church to fall—being led astray by dangerous false teaching. A guardrail was needed, and Peter described increasing in wisdom and discernment as tools God uses to keep His church on the safe road, protected from falling away by false doctrine. 

The theme throughout 2 Peter is a warning that false teaching will come in various forms to the church, but believers can stand firm against false teaching through carefully studying God’s Word. In chapter 1, Peter emphasized the importance of growing in faith. He reminded the believers that they had everything they needed to follow Christ, saying, “His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness” (1 Peter 1:3). Like Paul’s teaching in Colossae, Peter reminded the believers they did not need secret wisdom or special revelation but would grow through the knowledge of Christ. 
 
In 2 Peter 1:20-21 Peter wrote, “Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from the prophet’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” Notice the claim Peter made. The Scripture has authority because it originates not from man but from God. Similarly, the apostle Paul remarked in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

Think for a moment about how you approach the study of Scripture. Do you read with a conscious awareness that you are handling the very words of God? As A.W. Tozer said, “The Bible is the inevitable outcome of God’s continuous speech. It is the infallible declaration of His mind.”[footnoteRef:3] When believers study God’s Word, they are hearing from God. What a privilege it is to know the mind of Christ! [3:  A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 1948).] 


In 1 Peter 2, the apostle outlined the kind of false teaching that would at times infiltrate the churches. He used the harshest of language to describe those who would claim to know Christ and yet purposely teach false doctrine. In verses 1-2 he said, “There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned because of them.” These teachers would deny the divinity of Christ and peddle a false gospel for their own means. Not only can false teachers infiltrate the church, but they can also lead others astray and ultimately hurt the witness of the church among unbelievers. 

The kind of heresy Peter described came not from people outside the church, but from those within who claimed to follow Jesus. It is important to note that Peter was not describing a sincere believer who makes a mistake in interpreting Scripture, nor was he talking about someone with whom we have a secondary theological disagreement. Rather, Peter meant those who intentionally led people away for the purpose of exploiting God’s people for their own gain. 

In chapter 3, Peter outlined another heresy that was popular in his day—the idea that Christ’s return was not guaranteed. He warned about these “scoffers,” or “mockers” who ridiculed believers as they held onto the hope of Christ’s return. They arrogantly claimed, “Where is his ‘coming’ that he promised? Ever since our ancestors fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation” (2 Peter 3:4). Their misguided belief about the imminence of Christ’s return discouraged the church who longed for the second coming. Peter reminded the believers that “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Even though others would try to discourage their faith, the church could take hope in the truth that God’s patience allows people to come to Christ. As we wait for Christ’s return today, we should wait with expectation and gratitude as we continue the work of making Jesus known in our generation. 

Peter closed this letter and concluded his final written word to the church with our key passage for this section. In his benediction, Peter called believers to ongoing discipleship so that we will recognize false teaching, not be led away by false teaching, grow in grace as we await Christ’s return, and increase in knowledge of Jesus Christ. God is glorified when His people grow in the grace and knowledge of Him.

We should be careful not to overlook the sobering tone of Peter’s second letter to the churches. While we may not use words like “heresy” in common discussion today, false teachings persist both inside and outside faith communities. Sometimes, this comes in the way of falsely manipulating the gospel for personal gain and encouraging others to live decadent and sinful lives for their own pleasure. Other times, false teaching takes the form of making light of the truth of God’s Word. In these instances, sound doctrine is diminished, and foundational beliefs are ridiculed and scorned. The gospel, along with those who believe it, may be criticized as out of date and out of touch. Both extremes make much of man and little of Jesus.

As followers of Christ, we are instructed to be faithful students of God’s Word. Only then will we be able to recognize false teaching when we hear it. A daily, personal study of Scripture is the way in which believers continue to grow in the “grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). 

DISCUSS

· While this passage specifically addresses intentional heresy, it is still possible for any of us to be led astray from sound teaching. Which of the false teachings that Peter described do you see more of today—people who manipulate the Bible for gain, or people who make little of the truth of Scripture? 
· What guardrails could use reinforcement in your life? Do you need to develop a more robust Bible Study discipline? Are there teachers with questionable theology you should stop reading/listening to? Are there books of the Bible you avoid reading because they are challenging? What is one thing could you do to develop into a more discerning student of Scripture?

3. One gift of discipleship is growth. 
2 Timothy 2:1-2: You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.



Unpacking 2 Timothy 2:1-2
Ask any pastor or minister at Mobberly if they have enough volunteers for every part of their ministry, and the answer will almost certainly be no. In fact, if you make a pass through the children or student areas, you might just get asked to lead Bible Study or volunteer at VBS! The truth is the church simply cannot carry out its mission through pastors and staff alone. Paul recognized this reality, and in his final letter to his protégé Timothy, he instructed this young pastor to develop more mature followers of Jesus to serve the church and minister to God’s people. 

In our passage, Paul addressed Timothy as “my son.” After some instructional warnings about false doctrine and disloyalty in chapter one, Paul’s gentle appeal to Timothy in these verses sets the stage for Paul to pass the baton of leadership to the young pastor he loved. 

Paul instructed to Timothy is to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (v. 1). We know grace means the undeserved favor of God, so how can someone be strong in it? In Ephesians 2:8-10, where Timothy served as pastor, Paul wrote, “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.” 

Receiving grace and doing good works are clearly connected. When a person has encountered the life-changing love and grace of Christ in his or her life, the natural overflow is an increased desire to serve God out of gratitude for His kindness. It is important to note here in both passages, Paul spoke about grace before service. Some falsely believe serving God is a means to earn His grace. That is far from the truth of Scripture. God’s unmerited favor is poured out on His people who have done nothing to deserve it. Just as Christ died for the ungodly before we loved Him (Romans 5:8), His grace is given to us freely before we serve Him. Serving Christ and His church is a way of responding to God with our time and talent in gratitude for the grace He has freely given. 

Because we have received grace, we should walk in it throughout our lives. In Paul’s letter to the Colossians he wrote, “So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, being rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, and overflowing with gratitude” (Colossians 2:6-7). If we made a list of all the benefits we have received in Christ, we’d never reach the end. Walking in grace, deeply rooted in His love, is how we serve God and others with grateful hearts. 

After Paul’s reminder to Timothy to be strong in grace, he instructed him on how to multiply his efforts in service to Christ. “What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (v. 2). Timothy was not to keep the benefits of his growth to himself. Paul instructed him to pass this knowledge along to other faithful believers who would in turn pass it along to others still. In ways Timothy could never have imagined, this ministry of multiplication would be passed along throughout the centuries and even to the church today. 
What does it take to be a faithful person who is capable of leading others? Paul gives us a clue a few verses down when he says, “Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). A capable leader is one who lives a life of integrity and who is a faithful student of God’s Word. This person isn’t a perfect Christian, however. (If perfection were the requirement of service to God, there would be no churches and no servants!) Instead, the capable leader looks to align his or her life with Christ, and studies God’s Word to continually do so. 

Mark Dever helps us understand this, saying “Consider what it means to be a Christian. It does not mean that you’re perfect, but that your heart does intend to seek the Lord. If you are a Christian, it is because God, by his own gracious action in your life, has grown a desire in you to live a life that pleases him more and more. Such growth is a sign of a true spiritual life, and another mark of a healthy church.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, 228.] 


Paul knew Timothy could not do the work of ministry alone. Neither can the pastors and staff at Mobberly or any other church. The task is too big, and the need is too great to reach people for Christ. As members of the church grow in grace and obedience, the natural progression is to grow in service to God and others. When we do this, we are joining a multitude of believers around the world who are growing in their faith through the gift of ministry and multiplication. 

DISCUSS
	
· What does it mean to be strong in grace? How does experiencing God’s grace impact your life and ministry?
· What are some areas in the church where leaders are needed right now? How can you partner in prayer or service to help meet the church’s needs? What are some things that hold us back from service, and how can they be overcome?


gospel focus
Ephesians 5:25 tells us that Christ loves the church and gave Himself up for her. We become part of the Body of Christ when we, by faith, turn from our sin and trust in Jesus to save us. Then, as part of His body, we partner with Jesus in sharing the gospel. As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God.’” Discipleship is a process that begins at salvation but continues throughout our lives. 


REFLECT ON THE TEXT 
DISCUSS
· How can an individual’s spiritual maturity impact a whole church positively or negatively? How should that impact your personal commitment to discipleship?
· From 2 Peter 3:17, what do you think it means to be “on guard” when listening to preaching and teaching? Have you ever experienced a time when you heard Bible teaching that didn’t feel “just right”? Based on today’s text, how do we grow in discernment regarding false teaching?
· In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul told Timothy to equip leaders who will equip leaders. Why do you think that structure of multiplication is important? What happens to a church that stops multiplying in this way?


RESPOND TO THE TEXT 
Is your personal commitment to study God’s Word, in recognizing false teaching, and in preparation for service a model you would want others to follow? How can you pursue growth in these areas currently?

APPLY
First Corinthians 12:17 says, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it” (NIV). How is God calling you to serve the body of Christ? How will you respond?
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