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Good Samaritan Fund: 
A Way for Our Faith Community to Care for Our Neighbors in Need

While we are familiar with the parable of  
the Good Samaritan, it can be hard to 

imagine how it might play out in the modern 
world. Inspired by Christ’s teaching and based 
in a strong understanding of  the problems 
faced by those in our modern culture, the 
Good Samaritan Fund is a way for our faith 
community to care for our neighbors.

Bruce Uselman is the face behind the Good 
Samaritan Fund. A parishioner at St. Ann’s as well 
as a retired police chief, Bruce has exactly the 
experience needed to look at someone’s need and 
find a way to help them. 

“The big piece is one-on-one,” Bruce says. 
“You’re talking to them and listening and letting 
them know they’re not alone. From there we take it a step at a time.”

The Good Samaritan Fund was started at St. Ann by Fr. Don Wagner. After Bruce 
retired, Fr. Aaron asked him to work once a week with those in crisis situations. Bruce’s 
expertise helps him to listen to someone’s story and then match them up with any local 
resources that could help them. The problems he encounters are varied. Drugs, crisis 
pregnancies, mental illness, disabilities, shut-off  utilities, and the basic need for food are 
just some of  what he sees. 

“I’m able to talk them through some options and be another head in the game,” 
Bruce says. “It lets them know they’re not alone and that they can come to us. If  we don’t 
have the answers, we’ll make phone calls.”

Bruce collaborates with resources outside the parish, such as Catholic Charities, 
the Salvation Army, Lutheran Social Services, and Wadena County Human Services. 
Within the church community, Bruce draws on the resources of  the Wellness 
Committee. The Wellness Committee is able to provide follow-up assistance once 
the immediate crisis has been addressed.

Bruce Uselman
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The word “talent” often conjures up images of  stage performers in the spotlight, captivating awestruck audiences with their 
impeccable musical or acting skills.
While these talented performers are certainly deserving of  applause, the majority of  the population sits hidden in the shadows, 

staring on in amazement while feeling overlooked — and perhaps wishing to possess such talents themselves. But even when 
we feel overlooked and untalented, God knows better. As Christians, we are all called to dig deep and trust that we are uniquely 
blessed with valuable talents and abilities, even if  our talents aren’t so obvious or don’t garner applause and accolades.

Along with “time” and “treasure,” “talent” is one of  the “three Ts” of  stewardship. Exploring our natural inclinations and 
preferences, especially when guided by the intricacies of  our unique personalities, can unearth God-given talents.

“There are different kinds of  spiritual gifts, but the same spirit,” writes St. Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians. “There 
are different forms of  service, but the same Lord.”

Some people have the gift of  working peacefully with children. Equipped with patience and gentleness, they are able to guide 
young souls to the Lord. Yet, others shudder at the thought of  a classroom full of  5-year-olds, and instead seek the quiet solace of  

behind-the-scenes tasks — cleaning the church, sewing altar cloths or stuffing envelopes.
Our interests and abilities are varied, and our volunteer options are endless, as we are 

called to give our talents back to God in loving service. Examine your heart and prayerfully 
discern your gifts, then direct those gifts towards serving the people of  God.

H. Jackson Brown, Jr., author of  Life’s Little Instruction Book, once said, “Talent without 
discipline is like an octopus on roller skates. There’s plenty of  movement, but you 

never know if  it is going to be forwards, backwards, or sideways.”
If  our gifts of  talent are not guided by the discipline of  prayer, just 

like an octopus on roller skates, we will get nowhere fast! Yet, if  we keep 
our eyes on the goal of  heaven and serve the Lord with joyfulness, our 
efforts will produce a bountiful harvest. In the words of  St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will reap bountifully.”

The next time you sit quietly in the shadows behind a glaring stage spotlight, 
rest assured that your talents are no less impressive in the eyes of  God, and will 

always be “applauded” when directed to the service of  His people.

Stewardship of  TALENT
  Bring Your Gifts to the Spotlight!

Our interests and abilities are varied, and our volun-
teer options are endless, as we are called to give our 
talents back to God in loving service. Examine your 
heart and prayerfully discern your gifts, then direct 

those gifts towards serving the people of  God.
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A Letter From Our Pastor

Most people associate stewardship 
with giving. Some think it is a des-

perate plea for money. Some think of  it as 
giving of  their time, talent, and treasure 
to a worthy cause. Still, others think of  
stewardship as a single, noble gesture of  
generosity so common this time of  year. 

But I have come to understand stew-
ardship as a way of  life rather than a sin-
gular act, donation, or the answer to a plea 
for resources. It is a lifestyle that focuses 
on giving back a portion of  the gifts I have 
received from God, which brings abundant 
joy and blessings in return. 

At Christmas, when gift giving and receiving is so com-
mon, couldn’t it also be the time when stewardship as a way 
of  life is unwrapped in each of  our lives and shared with 
others? After all, the gift of  the first Christmas was the gift 
of  God’s own Son, whom He shared with all of  humanity 
with love and joy. 

A stewardship conversion changes our mindset and the 
catalyst for stewardship is gratitude. As we recognize that all we 
have is a gift from God, it lights up our gratitude, as if  it were a 

giant Christmas tree with too many lights 
to count. All we can do is look at it with 
wonder and awe and be grateful for what 
we see, what we have, and the opportunity 
to give back something to God. It is more 
than just a “holiday stewardship,” which 
seems so common at this time of  year. It 
is at the core of  this way of  life, and once 
that gift is unwrapped our conversion takes 
hold, and our lives transform into a life of  
faithful stewardship and active discipleship 
intended by our God. 

My hope and prayer for you and your 
family are that each and all of  you be blessed during this season 
of  God’s grace, unwrapping the gift of  stewardship in your 
lives, and finding the joy and peace of  His gift during this sea-
son of  grace and all year long.  

In Christ,

Fr. Aaron

Unwrapping the Gift of  Stewardship
Dear Parishioners,
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Lifts
LITURGICAL MUSIC

As we prepare our homes and our hearts for the celebra-
tion of  Christmas, one very recognizable part of  the 

Christmas season is the music that we hear. Radio stations be-
gin playing Christmas tunes and stores are filled with holiday 
jingles. There are Christmas concerts at churches or schools, 
while carolers can be seen and heard spreading Christmas 
cheer with music and singing. Even within our churches, there 
is a notable change in the music. As we prepare for Christmas, 
Advent songs fill the air, reminding us to prepare our hearts to 
welcome Jesus. Then as we celebrate the birth of  Christ, the 
beautiful and joy-filled music changes to our favorite Christ-
mas hymns. 

For Lisa Winter, music has been an important part of  her 
life since she was a small child. 

“Music was always a very important part of  our family,” 
Lisa says. “I started taking piano lessons from my aunt when I 
was 6 years old. Every time our family would gather together, 
we would sing. We even sang as a small musical group.” 

After playing the organ for the Christmas Eve service, 
Lisa’s family would gather at her family home and they 
would all sing together. 

“All of  the extended family would come to our house,” Lisa 
says. “There would be 25-30 people there. We would gather 
around the piano and sing Christmas music for nearly an hour. 
After, we would eat a special dinner of  oyster stew and then 
open presents. But even as a young child, I came to realize that 
the singing was more important than the presents. That was the 
most special part of  our Christmas celebration.” 

Lisa played piano and organ at her church growing up from 
the time that she was a teenager. Growing up in the Lutheran 
church, she was a part of  that community until the small church 
closed a few years back. Liturgical music was such a part of  her 
life, that she began playing the organ at the Catholic church. 
She did this for several years before the reverence of  the Mass 
converted her heart and she entered into the Catholic faith. 

Lisa lives only a few blocks away from St. Ann’s Church in 
Wadena. It’s very convenient for Lisa to have access to the or-
gan so she can practice and prepare the music for the parishes.

“Liturgical worship is not an individual worship,” she says. 
“It is done within the community of  the body of  Christ. We 
choose music with text that guides our minds and our hearts 
to the themes of  each liturgical season. Whatever I can do to 

continued on page 5

“We choose music with text that guides our minds and our hearts to the themes of  each 
liturgical season. Whatever I can do to make that more meaningful to those who are in 

church, that is important. And for me, that means practicing!” — Lisa Winter



5

make that more meaningful to those who are in church, that is 
important. And for me, that means practicing!” 

Lisa plays the organ at both St. Ann’s in Wadena and 
St. Joseph’s in Bertha. 

“I think for me personally, I love the music of  Advent 
more than the music of  Christmas,” she says. “It is simpler and 
a beautiful reminder that we are preparing our hearts to receive 
Jesus not only as a baby at Christmas, but also preparing for His 
second coming. At Christmas, He came humbly as a tiny baby 
in a stable, but His second coming will be in glory. I love how 
the music of  Advent reflects that.” 

As we prepare our hearts and our homes for the coming 
of  Jesus, let us allow our sense of  hearing to be engaged as we 
listen to the beautiful music of  Advent and Christmas. Let our 
hearts be moved and filled with joy and peace as we listen and 
sing the songs that bring Christ close to us this season. 

On average, Bruce works with three or four people 
each week. He has another volunteer he can call on for help. 
Sometimes, the cases he takes are from other organizations 
and the help he provides is able to bridge the gap before more 
assistance comes through. Paying a utility bill for a family 
with young children or providing gas money for someone 
undergoing chemotherapy are small steps that can ease their 
burden just enough to figure out the next step. 

“I hope this ministry gives them hope and empowerment,” 
Bruce says. “It lets them know that the doors are always open 
and we are here with prayer and support.” 

Fr. Aaron oversees the Good Samaritan Fund and 
Bruce documents how all of  the funds are distributed. The 
Good Samaritan Fund is a means to reach those in the 

middle of  a crisis and help them see the way forward. It 
primarily functions out of  St. Ann and St. John the Baptist, 
but Bruce draws on all the parishes when there is a need. 
Parishioners can support the work that the Good Samaritan 
Fund does by making financial contributions but also by 
supporting the Wellness Committee. 

Good Samaritan Fund  continued from front cover

If  you would like to make a contribution to the Good Samaritan 
Fund, please contact the parish office at 218-631-1593.

Liturgical Music continued from page 4

“I hope this ministry gives them hope 
and empowerment. It lets them know 

that the doors are always open and 
we are here with prayer and support.” 

— Bruce useLman
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Occasionally, you might hear someone jokingly refer to 
“halftime” during Mass — the interval following the 

Prayers of  the Faithful, as the Liturgy of  the Eucharist begins. 
It can be easy, even tempting, to zone out as you sit, waiting 
for the collection basket to make its way to your pew. 

But if  you pay attention, you’ll have the opportunity to enter 
into something deeper — a significant moment in our prayer.

It’s mentioned by St. Justin Martyr, one of  the earliest 
Christian writers, when describing the Mass in the second cen-
tury, “Bread is brought up and wine and water…” 

This practice, of  people bringing up the gifts, has been part 
of  our Catholic tradition from the very beginning. Although we 
might think of  this action as being merely practical, in reality, it 
serves a much deeper spiritual purpose.  

Each Sunday Mass, someone is chosen, whether an usher, 
or another member of  the parish, to bring forward “the gifts” 
— bread, wine and, in many cases, the collection of  money that 
has been gathered moments before, from the generosity of  the 
congregation. These gifts not only symbolize, but also in reality, 
are the work of  human hands. The bread and wine are fruit of  
God’s creation, which, through the effort of  human hands, are 
made into the gifts that we present to the Lord. 

Certainly, the collection that is presented to the priest also 
serves to represent the work and sacrifices of  the previous 
week. Sharing our monetary “treasures” is one of  the ways that 
we embrace stewardship. It’s an opportunity to generously give 
back to the Lord, from the fruit of  our work. 

In his book What Happens At Mass, Fr. Jeremy Driscoll, 
OSB explains, “We should not think of  the collection of  money 
at this point as some sort of  banal, dirty but necessary affair. 
Money is our work. Money is hours of  our lives. And now we 
give it away, we sacrifice it, for the work of  the Church.”

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul instructs Christians 
to “offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God” (Romans 12:1). 

The physical act of  carrying the gifts forward to the priest 
is meant to serve as a tangible reminder of  the fact that we are 
all called to stewardship. We are all called to present to God our 
lives — our work, our talents, the struggles and victories of  the 
past week — as an offering and gift to God.

Those who bring forward the gifts each week have the 
privilege and responsibility of  remembering what their action 
represents — that we are called to give generously of  our time, 
talent and treasure to God, who gives us His very self, at Mass. 
And for those sitting in the pews, tempted to “check out” for 
a few minutes, seeing the gifts being brought forward should 
serve as a powerful reminder to offer our lives back to God, 
through serving and honoring Him.

So next week, don’t just sit back and wait for “halftime.” 
Come to Mass a few minutes early and approach an usher 
to ask if  you and/or your family may bring up the gifts that 
week. Don’t be surprised if  you start to notice a change in 
your heart and a desire to be even more generous with God 
in the coming week!

A Significant Moment in Our Prayer
ThE Presentation of ThE GifTs

The physical act of  carrying the gifts forward to the priest is meant to serve 
as a tangible reminder of  the fact that we are all called to stewardship. 

We are all called to present to God our lives — our work, our talents, the 
struggles and victories of  the past week — as an offering and gift to God.
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Christ was born the son of  a poor carpenter. This was 
by no means an accident. His birth was the culmina-

tion of  salvation history, as it profoundly revealed the glory 
of  God. Infinite power and wisdom took the form “of  a 
servant, coming in human likeness” (Phil 2:7) — not as a 
warrior, but a poor and vulnerable babe.  

Every aspect of  Christ’s birth, from the three kings 
to the swaddling clothes, carries meaning. The proclama-
tion of  the angel, therefore, is also important: “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of  great 
joy that will be for all the people” (Lk 2:10). This message, 
meant to be for “all the people,” was announced to a group 
of  shepherds in a field out in the middle of  nowhere. Was 
this accidental? Not at all.

The shepherds, who received a personal invitation to 
greet Christ at the manger, reveal that God’s love extends 
beyond boundaries of  distance and transcends social class-
es. Unlike persons of  this world who yearn to gain rec-
ognition with those of  influence, wealth or beauty, Christ 
cries out to the lowly in society — to the shepherds in the 
distance. He reaches out in love, desiring a relationship 
with every single person, no matter their status. This is the 
“good news of  great joy for all people” — Christ was born 
for us all. 

Christmas is the perfect time for distant shepherds 
to begin the journey home. The angel’s greeting extends 
to all those who feel estranged from the Church or numb 
to God’s love. Those who have fallen away from the faith 

Begin the Journey HOME for Christmas

continued on back cover

Unlike persons of  this world who yearn to gain recognition with those of  influence, wealth or beauty, 
Christ cries out to the lowly in society — to the shepherds in the distance. 
He reaches out in love, desiring a relationship with every single person, no matter their status.
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can be comforted by these words: “Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I proclaim to you good news of  great joy that 
will be for all the people. For today in the city of  David 
a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord” 
(Lk 2:10-11).

Be not afraid. The Christ Child awaits your arrival. 
Begin the journey back to Christ by drawing near to His 
body, the Church. Through prayer and the sacraments, 
you will discover the great joy that accompanies a rela-
tionship with God. Take a moment to ask the Lord to 
bring peace to your heart and guide you in love towards 
Him. Please join our parish family for the final prepara-
tions of  Advent, as well as the Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day Masses. 

You have read this entire article and have received a 
personal invitation to begin the journey. Accidental? Not 
a chance.


