[image: ]Group and Personal Study Guide                                                     Bible Verses and Sermon Discussion for Dec. 28, 2025                 
Scripture Focus: Luke 2:21-35 

If you weren’t able to hear the sermon on Sunday, it can be viewed on the Church’s YouTube page.                                Note:  The New International Version (NIV) Bible, published in 2011, is utilized for this Study Guide.

 Light from Light: Name Above Every Name

Background: By recording details of the rite of consecration and Simeon’s pronouncement, Luke reinforces both the person and the purpose of Jesus. He is God’s salvation - the one who will save those trusting in Him.

As was customary in first-century Jewish culture, Mary and Joseph took their newborn son to the Jerusalem temple to be consecrated to God. When they shared His name with Simeon, they revealed no ordinary name. It did not come from the will of Mary and Joseph, but had been established by the angel Gabriel months before. The name, Jesus, would be above every name, for it announced both the person and purpose of the One who carries it.


1. Read Luke 2:1-5. a. Find a Bible map to locate the distance between Nazareth and Bethlehem. How far did Joseph and Mary travel, and for what reason?


The name Bethlehem means “house of bread” in Hebrew. How fitting that the One who would call Himself the “Bread of Life” should be born in this town! This reminds us that in Jesus, God provides true spiritual nourishment for our hungry souls.  Source: Christianpure.com

b. What is the significance of Jesus being born in the “house and line of David”? See Isaiah 11:1-2 (remembering Jesse is David’s father), Jeremiah 23:5-6, Micah 5:2, Luke 1:32-33.


2. [bookmark: _Hlk217659007]Read Luke 2:6-12. What is the significance that Jesus is called Savior? See also Acts 4:8-12, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Peter 2:22-25.


3. The angels brought a message of peace, see Luke 2:13-14. What kind of peace does Jesus bring to earth? How does this differ from worldly views of peace? Consider John 16:33, Romans 5:1, Colossians 1:15-20.


4. Read Luke 2:25-32. Who was Simeon, and what did the Holy Spirit move him to do that day? 


5. Read Luke 2:33-35. What three things did the Holy Spirit reveal through Simeon?
Luke 2:34 -

Luke 2:35a -

Luke 2:35b -

6. What did Jesus (“the Word”) set aside to come to us as a baby in a manger? Meditate on John 1:1-5.



7. Jesus is the name about all names! How does your heart respond to the name “Jesus”?


Let us speak, sing, pray, celebrate, trust, and love the name of Jesus above all others!
image1.png
*ase .
wr W First Pres Maumee
.’.:,‘. LOVE FIRST




