[image: ]Group and Personal Study Guide                                                     Bible Verses and Sermon Discussion for Feb 8, 2026                 
Scripture Focus: Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:13-21

If you weren’t able to hear the sermon on Sunday, it can be viewed on the Church’s YouTube page.                                Note:  The New International Version (NIV) Bible, published in 2011, is utilized for this Study Guide.

Generous: Investing in the Kingdom of Heaven

Background – Jesus teaches that life, as God designed it, does not consist in the abundance of possessions. Accordingly, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages people to seek life, not in the accumulation of worldly possessions, but by investing in the Kingdom of Heaven. In this way, a person’s heart is drawn more fully into the life of Jesus - a life that is truly abundant and eternal.

Central Idea - Generosity is a “can’t lose” investment strategy!

1. Read Luke 12:13-15. a. What did the person in the crowd want Jesus to do, and what does this reveal about the man’s heart?

b. Instead of pronouncing a judgement concerning the brothers and the apparent struggle concerning family inheritance, what did Jesus choose to do? Why?


2. Read Luke 12:16-21.
Reminder: A parable is a fictional story, told to convey a profound truth. 
Don’t press the details too much.  Seek to discern the “moral of the story.”

a. In Jesus’ parable, how many times are the words ‘I’ and ‘me’ used by the rich man? What does this reveal about the rich man? 


b.  What were the plans of the rich man, and what did he expect his plans to produce? For whom?


3. Read the following verses to see how the Bible guides us to deal with our abundance.  Write next to each what you find.

Proverbs 11:25
Proverbs 13:11
Proverbs 13:22

4. Why were the rich man’s plans foolish according to God?


5. Consider the riches we are blessed with: time, talent, treasure. What does it mean to be rich towards God?


6. Read Matthew 6:19-21. Jesus teaches us to store up "treasures in heaven" rather than storing up "treasures on earth." What does He mean?


7. Read Matthew 6:21 again. Why does Jesus say that our hearts follow our treasures? What does our checkbook or calendar say about what we treasure?


8. “Generosity is the only guaranteed investment strategy, because it will lead us more fully into the arms of the One who will never fail.” Pastor Clint. Consider this statement as well as 1 Timothy 6:17-19 as you reflect on the generosity of our open-handed Father.   
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