[image: ]Group and Personal Study Guide                                                     Bible Verses and Sermon Discussion for Mar 29, 2026                 
Scripture Focus: Luke 23:1-25 (Ephesians 4:11-15)

If you weren’t able to hear the sermon on Sunday, it can be viewed on the Church’s YouTube page.                                Note:  The New International Version (NIV) Bible, published in 2011, is utilized for this Study Guide.

Living into Lent: His Life Poured Out

Scripture Focus Background – After Jesus’ arrest, both the crowd and political leaders are tossed back and forth by fear and deceit. Jesus, however, remains steadfast in purpose and character in the face of accusation and abuse.

Key Takeaway – Learning and following the way of Christ will enable us to rise above all the fear and deceit that so often defines our world.


1. Read Luke 23:1-25. How are the Jews attempting to persuade Pilate that Jesus is a menace? What three accusations are brought against Jesus? 


2. Three times within this passage Jesus is found innocent by Pilate. What is it that causes Jesus to be condemned by Pilate? Or, put another way, what was it that finally persuaded Pilate to give in? 


3. What do you think was most important to the people in this passage who hold positions of power and
authority: the chief priests, Pilate, Herod? How can you tell what is important to them?



4. Read again, Luke 23:1-15. 
“Notice that amid the chaos, Jesus remained steadfast. I’m guessing ‘steadfast’ is not a word that many of us would use to describe ourselves, especially in these days.  Confused, anxious, despondent, depressed and angry are likely more appropriate words.  But as we enter Holy Week, I believe we have an opportunity to learn to become more steadfast as we follow Jesus together.
A major part of the church's witness throughout history has been the demonstration of otherworldly peace during times of turmoil. During the plague, the church stayed to nurse the sick. During times of war, the church stayed to pray. During times of crises, the church fed the poor. Actions like this don’t happen by accident. The church responds in this way because it has been formed in the way of Christ.” Pastor Clint

5. Read Ephesians 4:11-15. How are the people of Christ’s Church “built up” and “no longer be infants”? 
What does that look like in our daily decisions and conversations?


“God has called us to walk together with Jesus. To experience His death and to learn from Him so that we might take hold of His life. God desires that we grow up in Him. Maturity is the willingness to die to self and serve others. We are living in anxious times.  Look to Holy Week as a great gift to us if we will take hold of it and receive it together.” Pastor Clint
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