[image: ]Group and Personal Study Guide                                                   
Sermon Focus Questions for August 30, 2026        
Scripture Focus: Hebrews 13:15-25

If you weren’t able to hear the sermon on Sunday, it can be viewed on the Church’s YouTube page.                                
Note:  The New International Version (NIV) Bible, published in 2011, is utilized for this Study Guide.


Hold Fast: Christ, Covenant, and a Better Way: Consuming Fire

Scripture Focus Background: Offering the final “therefore” of the letter -- built upon a recognition of the supremacy of Jesus and a call to live on the basis of the new covenant -- the author exhorts the church to nurture a continuing state of worship until Jesus returns.

Key Takeaway: Worship is the way to see the city we are waiting for

1. Read Hebrews 13:15-16. Consider what the phrase “sacrifice of praise” means. 
a. When we offer a “sacrifice of praise,” we are surrendering something of value for something greater. What valuable thing are we surrendering?


b. What is the “greater” we are seeking?


2. Read the following scripture and state below what the meaning of sacrifice is as you study these verses. Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:1-2, 1 Peter 2:4-5.


This is the final chapter in the Book of Hebrews. Let’s take time to review and recognize what key truths and exhortations have brought us here.

3. Read Hebrews 1:3. What are ways that we can daily recognize the supremacy of Jesus? Who or what can we be tempted to place above Him?


4. Read Hebrews 9:15. How is Jesus the mediator of a new covenant? And in your own words describe what the new covenant is.


5. Read Hebrews 10:39 and Hebrews 11:1. Faith is not our pretentious promise, or our claim of invincibility; it is our decision to be faithful, through joy, pain, fear, blessings, anxiety, confusion, all empowered by God’s faithfulness. How have you seen others being faithful, and how has your faith in God made a difference? 


6. Both Hebrews 10:24-25 and 13:17 teach us about the importance of having the encouragement of community as we gather for worship and meet together. Our community of believers is supported by our leaders who strive to care for us. 
a. How can our collective worship encourage and strengthen our faith? 


b. How can we encourage our leaders to lead with joy and not grief?


What’s the goal? 
To avoid putting our trust in the here and now, instead to “look for the city that is to come.” 
To wait faithfully together, offering a sacrifice of praise.-Pastor Clint
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