[image: ]Group and Personal Study Guide                                                   
Sermon Focus Questions for August 9, 2026        
Scripture Focus: Hebrews 12:14-17

If you weren’t able to hear the sermon on Sunday, it can be viewed on the Church’s YouTube page.                                
Note:  The New International Version (NIV) Bible, published in 2011, is utilized for this Study Guide.


Hold Fast: Christ, Covenant, and a Better Way: A Call to Holiness

Scripture Focus Background: Having called his readers to recognize hardship as God's discipline and having shown that discipline is necessary for attaining the goal of faith—holiness—the author exhorts the community to strive for holiness together by encouraging and supporting one another.

Key Takeaway: Holiness is a team sport.
Read Hebrews 12:12-13. Let’s remind ourselves what we and the original recipients of this letter are exhorted to do, knowing that God only disciplines those who He calls sons and daughters. a. Read Isaiah 35:3–4. How do the words “Be strong; do not fear” help us to understand what Hebrews 12:12 is saying?

b. What is the exhortation in verse 13? Read Psalm 23:3, Proverbs 3:6, and Isaiah 26:7. How are all these passages related to verse 13?

2. Now move on to Hebrews 12:14. a. What is the instruction given?

b. What does it mean to “live in peace with everyone”?


c. Holiness is “to be set apart.” As Pastor Clint shared in Sunday’s sermon, “Holiness is not primarily what we do, but who we belong to . . . Belonging to, and identifying with Jesus not the world.”  What are some ways that, as believers, we can encourage each other in this? 

3. In Hebrews 12:15 we are to “See to it that” what? a. Now read Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 3:23-24, and Titus 2:11-12; then write in your own words what is the “grace of God.”

b. What are two ways that we are taught to ensure “no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many”? See Romans 6:1-4 and Colossians 2:20-23 to help with your answer.

4. The last warning comes in Hebrews 12:16-17. Read also Genesis 25:19-34 to be reminded of Esau’s story. a. What did Esau do that is described as godless?

b. What did Esau’s godless behavior cost him? Consider the consequences of Esau's decision to sell his birthright. How can we avoid making similar shortsighted decisions?

5. Hebrews 12:12-17 calls us with specific directives to “Hold Fast” to Christ. As a family of Believers, we are to strive for holiness together by encouraging and supporting one another. What are some practical ways we can share in pursuing holiness and living in peace with our fellow Believers?
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