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John Brown

The Brown family had lived in Hudson since 1805, and John joined the
church at age sixteen. His wedding on June 21, 1820 was likely among the
first to be held in the church’s new meetinghouse. 

In 1825, John Brown and his young family, seeking a safer location for
fugitive slaves, moved to New Richmond, Pennsylvania. There he ran a
tannery which became an important stop on the Underground Railroad.

In 1835, a year before John Brown returned to Ohio, the church
unanimously adopted a resolution declaring that slavery is “a direct
violation of the law of Almighty God” and that it is 

John Brown one of the most prominent figures in the abolitionist movement, was the son of church leader Owen
Brown. Owen hated slavery and participated in Hudson's anti-slavery activity and debate, offering a safe house to

Underground Railroad fugitives and founding the Western Reserve Anti-Slavery Society in 1833.

the duty of individual Christians and churches publicly and sharply to
rebuke those that are engaged, or in any way implicated in the sin of
slavery, & to use all means sanctioned by the gospel to bring the
slaveholder to immediate repentance,--to restore to the slave all the
rights of which he is now deprived, to avert from this nation & from our
beloved Zion, the holy indignation of our God, who is the avenger of the
poor & oppressed.

 

This harsh indictment of slavery should not have surprised anyone.
Hudson had nine stations on the Underground Railroad, most of which
were operated by church members, including David Hudson and Owen
Brown.

When John Brown returned to Ohio in 1836, he set up another tannery,
and in November 1937, he attended a prayer meeting at the church
meetinghouse where he made his legendary declaration. The meeting
was organized by Laurens Hickok, a professor of theology at Western
Reserve College, who was angered and saddened by the mob murder of
Elijah Lovejoy, an Illinois newspaper editor who had refused to stop
publishing antislavery editorials. Professor Hickok had been opposed to
immediate emancipation, but he astonished everyone by announcing, 

John Brown’s father, Owen, gave an equally emotional speech about
Lovejoy’s last days, ending with tears running down his cheeks. Many
listeners had tears as well, but not John Brown, who sat in the back row
with a stony face. Near the end of the meeting however, he rose and
declared, “Here before God, in the presence of these witnesses, I consecrate
my life to the destruction of slavery.” 

Subsequently, John gained national prominence as a militant adversary of
slavery and became involved in the violence in Kansas in 1854. In the
summer of 1859, he organized and launched and was eventually captured
and executed for the failed incitement of a slave rebellion at Harpers Ferry.

The crisis has come. The question now before the American citizens is no
longer alone, “Can the slaves be made free?” but “Are we free or are we
slaves under Southern mob law?” I propose that we take measures to
procure another press and another editor. If a like fate attends him, send
another till the whole country is aroused; and if you can find no better
man for the first victim, send me.
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