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Women's Right to Vote

Early church leaders had a
Pauline view of a woman’s place
in church life. They believed it
unscriptural for a woman to
take part in any religious
meeting, even a neighborhood
prayer meeting. Not until the
1870s did women take part in
religious meetings or go as
delegates to meetings of
conference and state
associations.

During the Civil War many
women of the Church joined a
new local temperance
organization called the
“Sanitary Commission.” During
their Crusade of 1873, they
visited all the saloons in
Hudson, singing to the patrons
and offering prayers for their
salvation. They also distributed
temperance literature and
copies of a Temperance Pledge.
Their Crusade forced the closing
of two saloons and greatly
diminished the patronage of the
others.

In 1877, church members voted to allow “the sisters” to vote with “the
brethren” in the election of Deacons. It marked the first time women were

allowed a voice in the leadership of the church.

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society founded in 1872, the

Ladies Benevolent Society founded in 1880 and the Young Ladies

Aid Society founded in 1892 merged in February 1901 and became

the Woman’s Association. 

Then in 1954, the Woman’s Association changed its name to

Women’s Fellowship. Throughout its history, the group has

provided fellowship opportunities and significantly supported a

wide range of mission work.

During the 1970s, more women were either working outside the

home or returning to school. Fewer women had time for the

traditionally daytime women’s activities of the church, but

women were playing greater roles in the leadership of the church.

Mary Barlow became the first woman moderator of the

congregation in 1973, and June Fulton became the second in 1976.

June Fulton graduated from seminary in May 1986. At its June 1st

annual meeting, the congregation called her to serve the church

as Associate Minister, though she was actually the second woman

in that role -- Karen Sorenson served briefly in 1981. Currently,

participation is not determined by gender, and men and women

share equally in the work and leadership of the church.


