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August 21st, 2022 

 

1. They were unfaithful by ___________________ outside the people 

of God. (2:10-12) 

2. They were unfaithful by ___________________ the wife of their 

youth. (2:13-16) 

a. God is a ___________________ in marriage.  

b. Your spouse is your ___________________ in marriage.  

c. Your marriage is a ___________________ promise.  

3. Applying the Word 

a. Singles: Marry ________________, marry ______________. 

b. Married couples: ___________________ in your marriage. 

c. If divorced and/or remarried after divorce: ______________ 

past wrongs; invest in your ______________ marriage. 

Questions for Discussion/Reflection on Malachi 2:10-16 

1. Why is divorce such a tender topic to discuss in churches? What has 

been your experience with divorce (i.e. Parents? Friends? Your own 

marriage)?  

2. Israel was forbidden to marry certain foreigners (Deut. 7:1–5). Yet, 

judging from Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra 9; Neh. 13:23–27), this 

practice was as widespread after the exile as it was before. What 

does the designation “daughter of a foreign God” (Mal. 2:11) 

highlight about these foreign wives? 

3. How do such intermarriages disrupt the spiritual life of God’s people 

(v. 13)? 

4. How would you counsel a Christian who is wondering if they should 

marry their non-Christian boyfriend/girlfriend? What would you 

want them to see about the purpose of marriage, the challenges of 

being married to someone who doesn’t share their faith in Christ, 

and the affects this could have on future generations?  

5. According to Malachi 2:15–16, what are some of God’s purposes for 

godly marriages (compare Eph. 5:22–33)? 

6. When the Pharisees ask Jesus, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for 

any cause?” Jesus responds by pointing them back to God’s original 

intent for marriage in Genesis 2:24. How would you summarize 

Jesus’ teaching on marriage in Matthew 19:4–6 and verse 9?  

 

 

 

 

Note: Some questions are partially adapted from Knowing the Bible: Malachi 

by Crossway.  



Confronting Unfaithfulness 

Malachi 2:10-16 
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Big idea: Israel’s unfaithfulness in marriage affected the community.  

Intro  

Each summer people drown in the rivers of Idaho. You might see something in the news several times each year 

about a drowning death. Almost every time if you read the article it includes the following line, “they were not 

wearing a life jacket.” This despite most boat ramps posting a warning that life jackets are strongly recommended, 

the river currents are more powerful than people realize, hypothermia can set in quickly and strong swimmers 

become unable to keep themselves up. And yet people drown without wearing life jackets. Usually, but not always, 

they are inexperienced and unaware of the dangers so the warnings seem to be over-reactions.  

If we interpret someone’s response as an over-reaction, we might instead ask, “what do they know that I don’t 

know?”  

Consider the reactions of Nehemiah and Ezra. They were contemporaries of Malachi, leading the same people that 

Malachi is writing to in his prophetic office. Both Nehemiah and Ezra dealt with one particular issue that Malachi 

also addresses in the chapter we are about to study – the intermarriage of the Jewish people with their non-Jewish 

neighbors.  

Nehemiah 13:23-25  In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and 
Moab. 24 As for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod, and none of them was able to speak the 
language of Judah, but the language of his own people. 25 So I contended with them and cursed them and struck 
some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, "You shall not give your daughters to 
their sons, nor take of their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 

Ezra 9:1-3 Now when these things had been completed, the princes approached me, saying, "The people of 
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, according to 
their abominations, … 2 "For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons, 
so that the holy race has intermingled with the peoples of the lands; indeed, the hands of the princes and the 
rulers have been foremost in this unfaithfulness." 3 When I heard about this matter, I tore my garment and my 
robe, and pulled some of the hair from my head and my beard, and sat down appalled. 

At least Ezra pulled out his own hair rather than the offenders! In the words of the young people of today, he 

had no chill. Why did Nehemiah and Ezra react so strongly? What do they know about marriage and its effects 

on not just individuals but the entire community of Israel that they reacted so strongly?  

We find out more in Malachi where the Lord likely speaks to the same group of people about the same issue as well as 

the issue of divorce.  

Divorce is tricky to teach on. It’s a tender topic for many because of their own experiences. It’s tough to hit every 

caveat in a way that people feel understood. My intention is not to pick on people or expose a painful wound, but 

it’s the next passage in the book we’re studying and we approach all of scripture without reservation or apology 

because God’s word is good.  

1. They were unfaithful by marrying outside the people of God. (2:10-12) 

a. They have dealt treacherously each against his brother.  

i. “Dealt treacherously” is the key phrase in this passage.  

1. Used 5 times 

2. Could be translated as “betrayed” or “acted unfaithfully.” 

b. Their unity as a people was based on their common origin. (v. 10) 



i. One father – may be Abraham or it may be a parallel line to the next line that references God as 

creator, which I think is most likely.  

ii. Their fathers made a covenant with God.  

iii. Deuteronomy details the covenant and it is summarized in the simple words of Deut. 6 

1. Deuteronomy 6:5-7 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might.  6 "These words, which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart.  7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. 

2. They were a distinct people, set apart to God as a light to the nations and it was 

supposed to be passed on to the next generation.  

iv. Yet they have “dealt treacherously” – “betrayed” – “acted unfaithfully” – how?  

1. Before he explains, he builds 

2. What they have done is “an abomination.” 

3. What they have done is “profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves.”  

a. To profane something is to treat it as common rather than holy and special.  

b. Think of the intuitive sense of wrong you would experience if you were hiking in 

the Grand Canyon or Zion national park and in a beautiful narrow rocky canyon 

wall someone had sprayed graffiti. It would seem so out of place, so marred. 

That is to profane that place of beauty.  

c. They have already profaned the sanctuary through their defiled offerings, but I 

think the “sanctuary” in mind is the people of God. He loves them. They are set 

apart as a holy people for Him.  

d. Deuteronomy 14:2  "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the 
LORD has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

4. They acted treacherously/unfaithfully by marrying outside the people of Israel – the 

“daughter of a foreign god” rather than the people of God.  

c. Why were they not to intermarry with the people of the nations around them?  

i. It’s not because of xenophobia (fear of outsiders) or racism but different spiritual commitments.  

1. Ruth was an exception that helps understand this. She was a Moabite but clung to the 

God of Israel, so we see it isn’t an issue of national borders or race but devotion to the 

Lord or not.  

2. In Ezra, those gentiles who converted joined them for Passover 

a. Ezra 6:21 The sons of Israel who returned from exile and all those who had 

separated themselves from the impurity of the nations of the land to join them, 

to seek the LORD God of Israel, ate the Passover. 

3. A spouse with a different god has a different spiritual father.  

4. Deuteronomy 7:3-4  "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  4 
"For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the 
anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. 



a. The concern is the spiritual influence on the believing spouse and the next 

generations.  

b. The language in v. 15 is kind of cryptic, but the basic idea is that God was 

seeking godly offspring. His design in marriage and the family is for it to be a 

hub of spiritual life where each generation is taught to know and follow the true 

God. Marrying someone with a different spiritual allegiance would be an 

obstacle to that goal.  

5. The one who does this will be cut off – a statement of judgment.  

a. “everyone who wakes and answers” is probably a merism, a figure of speech 

expressing totality using contrasting parts – like “working night and day”) to 

show the broadness of this – every last man who does this will be cut off in 

judgment by the Lord, even if they try to proceed with offerings.  

d. Christians are free to marry but “only in the Lord.”  

i. 1 Corinthians 7:39b she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 

ii. Who you marry will affect your own spiritual commitments.  

iii. Who you marry will affect your children and grandchildren. (if the Lord provides) 

1. If you are single, your future children can’t choose their parents, but you can choose 
who you marry. You can choose who their parent will be. You’re making a choice that 
will affect generations if the Lord provides children and grandchildren.   

2. One study by Lifeway just on church attendance shows this - If a mother does not go to 

church, but a father does, a minimum of two-thirds of their children will end up 

attending church. In contrast, if a father does not go to church, but the mother does, on 

average two-thirds of their children will not attend church. If both attend regularly, 75% 

of children will as adult.  

3. That’s only measuring church attendance, not saving faith, personal walk with Christ, 

but it is something measurable.  

4. Your husband/wife will share in the discipleship, parenting, teaching, modeling of the 

faith.  

2. They were unfaithful by abandoning the wife of their youth. (2:13-16) 

a. Hey starts by pointing out their apparently insincere tears – tears that they didn’t really mean.  

i. They thought their pious weeping would fix the problem but God is saying, you know the 

problem! It must be repented of not merely wept over.  

ii. Their emotions were engaged and they wondered, “God, why aren’t you responding? Why 

aren’t you accepting my offering?”  

iii. Here is where our pattern of accusation, question, explanation comes in 

b. Not only were some single people marrying outside the faith, others were divorcing their wives to do so.  

c. I want you to notice how marriage is described in these verses.  

i. God is a witness in marriage.  

1. I often use the language in a wedding ceremony to the guests that they are there not as 

spectators but witnesses. God is also there as a witness to the vows.  

ii. Your spouse is your companion in marriage.  



1. Togetherness, life together, unity 

iii. Your marriage is a covenant promise.  

1. Contract is a temporary relationship that either party may terminate if the other fails to 
perform his contractual obligations. A contract is an arrangement for the benefit of the 
parties. It has clear escape clauses should those benefits cease to accrue. But the bible 
views marriage as a covenantal commitment between a man and a woman to live in a 
permanent and exclusive union of two lives.  

2. Covenant – sacred bond, structured by God and witnessed by God.  

3. Malachi 2:14b  though she is your companion and your wife by covenant 

4. Proverbs 2:17  That leaves the companion of her youth And forgets the covenant of her 
God; 

5. God loves marriage and gave us marriage as a good gift!  

6. Peter Adam: “Good marriages bring great blessing to husband and wife, to any children 

who are born of the marriage, to the extended family, to the local community and to 

society as a whole. Of course, we humans have infinite creativity and energy to corrupt 

all of God’s good gifts, not least marriage.” 

d. They were taking their companion by covenant promise with God as witness, and betraying them.  

i. V. 15 is a little confusing in the Hebrew and is translated differently with different versions:  

1. NAU Malachi 2:15 "But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what 

did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, 

and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 

2. ESV Malachi 2:15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? 
And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, 
and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 

3. The ESV is probably correct – God is the subject of each clause – He made them one, He 
is seeking a godly offspring. He seals their unity by giving a portion of His spirit to it.  

ii. It is because God loves marriage that he hates divorce.  

1. God certainly does not hate the Israelite women that have been so mistreated. Rather, 

it is to protect them from this mistreatment that He says He hates divorce. (adapted 

from Adam) 

2. It appears one sided here (the man leaving the woman) because that was the pattern at 

the time.  

3. Divorce is often a ticket to poverty for the wife and children.  

e. There are exceptions in which divorce is allowed.  

i. In a fallen world, even the institution of marriage would be impacted and corrupted. Divorce 

was allowed and regulated in order to, as John Frame writes, “mitigate its oppressiveness and 

maintain the rights of those cast aside.”  

ii. Matthew 19:8-9  He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to 

divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  9 "And I say to you, 

whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits 

adultery. 



1. The word Jesus uses is porneia, from which we get our word “pornography.” It refers to 

a broad range of sexual sin, including adultery.  

iii. 1 Corinthians 7:15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is 
not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 

1. Paul adds the additional scenario of an unbelieving spouse leaving the believer. (vv. 12-

15) 

a. Doesn’t mean this is his opinion; rather, in the first scenario he is quoting Jesus. 

Here is speaking in the same authority he always has as he writes under the 

inspiration of the Spirit.  

b. The believer is not to divorce the unbeliever.  

c. However if the unbeliever abandons, the believer can “let him leave.” Although 

the word “divorce” is not repeated, that is the context and would be the most 

natural way to take “let him leave.”  

2. Spousal abuse 

a. Even for those limit divorce to these two exceptions, some conclude that 

spousal abuse might be considered functional abandonment, especially if the 

individual is imprisoned.  

b. I am sympathetic toward that position because spousal abuse is wicked and 

destructive – rather than loving and respecting the husband (or wife) is choosing 

to abuse and harm the one person they should treat with the most tenderness.  

i. Abuse should be handled seriously – talk with someone safe, don’t 

suffer in silence, it’s a crime so involve the police (God has given them 

to society to uphold justice according to Romans 13), likely will involve 

separation for the safety of the victims.  

3. Applying the Word 

a. Singles: Marry wisely, marry well. 

i. This is the name of a book by Ernie Baker that seeks to help singles do just this.  

ii. Who you date is ultimately who you will marry so date wisely 

iii. Marry someone who knows Christ and will be committed to you because they are committed to 

Jesus. Marry someone kind.  

iv. If and when you marry, get good pre-marriage counseling 

b. Married couples: Invest in your marriage. 

i. Don’t hear this as saying you have two options: Divorce (nope, ruled out) and living in an awful 

marriage. Get help! Seek counsel. Read a good marriage book and put it in practice. Join a small 

group. Work on your side even if your spouse is unwilling to work on theirs.  

ii. If the grass looks greener on the other side of the fence, water your own lawn!  

iii. Find time to be a companion – date nights (alternating babysitting with another young family), 

walks together, phone call when the littles nap, consistent bedtime with littles so time together 



in the evening, adjusting as those littles become teens and they get talkative in the evenings so 

your time together gets shifted.  

c. If divorced and/or remarried after divorce: Confess past wrongs; invest in your present marriage.  

i. Divorce is tough to teach on because it affects so many people and is tender in their lives.  

ii. If you read the words of Malachi and the words of Christ and realize you have blown it, confess 

it, admit it to him and possibly to your ex. Don’t excuse or minimize. As Christians we should be 

willing to call something sin because we should know how to deal with sin.  

iii. Then the solution is not to live with unshakeable guilt or abandon your present marriage, 

because that would be a further wrong. Instead, invest in the marriage you are in to make it 

joyful, rich, and God-honoring.  

iv.  

 



1

Nehemiah 13:23‐25 In those days I 
also saw that the Jews had married 
women from Ashdod, Ammon and 
Moab. 24 As for their children, half 
spoke in the language of Ashdod, 
and none of them was able to 
speak the language of Judah, but 
the language of his own people. 

Nehemiah 13:23‐25 25 So I 
contended with them and cursed 
them and struck some of them and 
pulled out their hair, and made 
them swear by God, "You shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, 
nor take of their daughters for your 
sons or for yourselves.

1. They were unfaithful by
marrying outside the 
people of God. (2:10‐12)

1 2

3 4



2

Deuteronomy 6:5‐7 "You shall 
love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
might.  6 "These words, which 
I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart.  

Deuteronomy 6:5‐7 7 You shall 
teach them diligently to your 
sons and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house 
and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up.

Deuteronomy 14:2 "For you 
are a holy people to the LORD 
your God, and the LORD has 
chosen you to be a people for 
His own possession out of all 
the peoples who are on the 
face of the earth.

Deuteronomy 7:3‐4 "Furthermore, you 
shall not intermarry with them; you 
shall not give your daughters to their 
sons, nor shall you take their daughters 
for your sons.  4 "For they will turn your 
sons away from following Me to serve 
other gods; then the anger of the LORD 
will be kindled against you and He will 
quickly destroy you.

5 6

7 8



3

1 Corinthians 7:39b she is 
free to be married to 
whom she wishes, only in 
the Lord.

2. They were unfaithful by
abandoning the wife of 
their youth. (2:13‐16)

a. God is a witness in
marriage. 

b. Your spouse is your
companion in marriage. 

9 10

11 12
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c. Your marriage is a
covenant promise. 

Proverbs 2:17 That leaves 
the companion of her 
youth And forgets the 
covenant of her God;

Peter Adam: “Good marriages bring 
great blessing to husband and wife, 
to any children who are born of the 
marriage, to the extended family, 
to the local community and to 
society as a whole. Of course, we 
humans have infinite creativity and 
energy to corrupt all of God’s good 
gifts, not least marriage.”

NAU Malachi 2:15 "But not one has done 
so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And 
what did that one do while he was 
seeking a godly offspring? 

ESV Malachi 2:15 Did he not make them 
one, with a portion of the Spirit in their 
union? And what was the one God 
seeking? Godly offspring. 

13 14

15 16
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Matthew 19:8‐9 He said to them, 
"Because of your hardness of heart 
Moses permitted you to divorce 
your wives; but from the beginning 
it has not been this way.  9 "And I 
say to you, whoever divorces his 
wife, except for immorality, and 
marries another woman commits 
adultery.

1 Corinthians 7:15 Yet if the 
unbelieving one leaves, let 
him leave; the brother or 
the sister is not under 
bondage in such cases, but 
God has called us to peace.

3. Applying the Word a. Singles: Marry wisely,
marry well.

17 18
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b. Married couples: Invest in
your marriage.

c. If divorced and/or
remarried after divorce: 
Confess past wrongs; invest 
in your presentmarriage. 

21 22


