
Shocking Service 
John 13:1-17 

I. The ____________________________ Jesus’ humble service (1-3)

II. The ____________________________ of Jesus’ humble service (4-5)

III. The ____________________________ in Jesus’ humble service (6-
11)

IV. The ____________________________ Jesus’ humble service (12-
17)

Reflection / Discussion 

Jesus’ service was driven by love. What other passages in Scripture speak to 
Jesus’ love for others? What are some ungodly motives that we may have when 
it comes to ministry and service? How do you combat them? 

What is the washing that Jesus is speaking of in vs 8-10? In what way does this 
final act of service anticipate the coming cross? Why is it vital to remember that 
Jesus is not only the model of humble service but also the savior who cleanses 
sinners? How do those two realities work together in a Christian’s life? 

Why do people / you resist stooping to serve others? What are some of the 
reasons / excuses why we don’t serve? What are some of the lies that 
undergird people’s resistance? Brainstorm some applications of humble service 
in the church family of UBC.  

Just as 1 John has taught us to love one another, John 13 teaches us to serve 
one another. Look up each of these “one another” passages and brainstorm what 
this might look like in a family, discipling relationship, or small-group? How 
vibrantly are you giving and receiving this ministry? Gal 6:2; 1 Thes 5:11; Col 
3:13; Rom 12:10  

What kind of attitudes and beliefs towards others in the body fuel this “one 
another ministry?” see Eph 4:1-3; Phil 2:1-4 

How will you ensure that you don’t make the error of learning about humble 
service without applying it? What’s one way you can stretch out of your current 
comfort zone to serve? 



Shocking Service 
John 13:1-17 

 
Intro 
- The shocking ministry of Jesus  
 
I. The love driving Jesus’ humble service     1-3 
 

A. He knew his hour had come John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23 
 

B. He knew his mission and authority 
 
II. The concrete action of Jesus’ Humble Service    4-5 

 
- Luke 22:24-30 – the disciples were focused on their positions of glory and 

prominence in the coming kingdom 
 
III. The spiritual symbolism in Jesus’ humble service          6-11 
 

A. Washing expresses relationship – only those washed by Jesus have a 
relationship with him 1 Cor 6:9-11; 1 John 1:7 
 

B. Washing anticipates ultimate spiritual cleansing at the cross 
 

C. Ongoing washing is part of an ongoing walk God 1 John 1:9 
 
IV. The practical applications from Jesus’ humble service     12-17 
 

A. Example-ministry (15) 
- A key text for thinking rightly about ministry 
 

B. Stooping ministry (12-16) 
- If the “teacher” and “lord” serves, how much more should we! 
 

C. One another ministry (14) 
- The focus of our ministry is on one another (Phil 2:3; Gal 6:2; 1 Thes 

5:11; Col 3:13; Rom 12:10) 
 

D. Practical ministry (17) 
- The blessing is in the doing 1 John 3:18 
 
 

Conclusion Mk 10:43 – he came to serve and give his life for us! 
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