
Many Antichrists 
1 John 2:18-27 

October 30th, 2022 

1. The continual ________________________ of antichrists (2:18) 

2. The spiritual ________________________ of antichrists (2:19) 

3. The ________________________ of antichrists (2:22-23) 

4. The ________________________ condition of those in Christ (2:20-
21, 24-27) 

5. Applying the Word 

Let that __________________ in you which you heard from the 
beginning.  

Questions for Discussion/Reflection on 1 John 2:18-27 

1. Sometimes people wonder why John would use the phrase “the last 
hour” (v. 18) when 1900 years later Jesus still has not returned. How 
do the following verses help us understand what is meant by “the 
last hour”?  

a. John 7:30; James 5:3; 1 Cor. 10:11; Hebrews 9:26 

2. What’s your understanding of the figure sometimes referred to as 
“the Antichrist” in end times’ theology? (see 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4; 
Daniel 9:26; Revelation 13:2-10, 18) Why does the term “antichrist” 
that is found 1 John 2:18-27 and 4:1-5 get applied to him? What are 
the similarities?  

3. Review the verses used to describe the security of salvation for 
those who are in Christ: John 10:27-29; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Hebrews 3:6, 
14.  

a. How does 1 John 2:19 describe the spiritual condition of 
someone who walks away from Jesus?  

4. What is the relevance of 1 John 2:22-23 to our understanding of 
various world religions and groups that have broken away from 
traditional, orthodox Christian beliefs?  

5. What encouraging words are used of believers in John’s audience in 
vv. 20-21, 27? What fears might John be addressing with those 
words? How do we need to hear those words today?  

6. How would you respond to someone who says, “V. 27 says I don’t 
need anyone to teach me so I don’t see the purpose in reading 
Christian books or listening to anyone teach at church. I can figure 
out everything I need to know on my own”? (Consider Ephesians 
4:11-13; Romans 12:7; 1 Tim. 3:2 along with Jer. 31:33-34) 

 



Many Antichrists 
1 John 2:18-27 

October 30th, 2022 

Big idea: True Christians with the Holy Spirit don’t need the false teaching of those who deny Jesus, but they should still 
be warned as a form of protection.  

Intro 

There is often a fascination with the identity of the Antichrist.  

He’s described as the man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2.  

The prince who is to come in Daniel 9:26 

The beast in Revelation 13 

There have been debates about who this individual will be, whether he is already born, and what he will do.  

People have thought this about Hitler, Henry Kissinger and Mikhail Gorbachev in the 70’s and 80’s, almost every 
American president since FDR in the 1930’s has been suspected of being the Antichrist, including JFK, Nixon, 
Reagan, Clinton, Obama, and Trump. Apparently the one exception was Gerald Ford who served for such a brief 
period of time no one got around to accusing him.  

While I think those prophetic passages do describe a figure that will come on the world scene one day, speculation 
about his identity often leads to fear rather than confidence in Biblical prophecy and every time an antichrist figure 
dies, Christians can lose some credibility.  

None of those passages that I referenced actually refer to the individual as “the Antichrist.” But this passage we will 
look at today will use that term, and it will use it in the plural, and it will use it to describe some people that John 
and the early Christians were experiencing at that time.  

1. The continual presence of antichrists (2:18) 

a. The last hour  

i. Antichrists Indicate to John that the last hour has come. The last period leading up to the 
kingdom.  

ii. The period of time between Jesus’ first and second coming 

iii. All leading up to it was a precursor, a preparation 

iv. Hebrews 1:2   in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the world. 

1. It’s the time of the final revelation from God through Jesus after speaking through 
prophets and other various means.  

v. 1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written 
for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 

vi. Hebrews 9:26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the 
world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. 

vii. In the end of the last days things will get worse. Jesus uses the language of birth pangs that get 
more severe (Matt. 24:8).  

1. 2 Timothy 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 



b. Antichrists (plural) will be part of this entire “last hour” but will get worse at the end and culminate in 
the figure sometimes referred to as “the antichrist.”  

i. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your 
composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect 
that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 
who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes 
his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 

1. The many antichrists are forerunners of the one still to come.  

ii. “Anti” means opposed, against, or in the place of 

1. 1 John 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit 
of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the 
world. 

iii. They do not directly oppose Jesus Christ. They redefine Him. They re-imagine Him.  

1. He is good, but He is not God – they say.  

2. He may be a son of God, but aren’t we all sons and daughters of God – they say.  

3. He died as a tragic martyr but not as a sinless savior.  

4. He was a prophet but he was misunderstood by his followers who built up a legend 
around Him.  

5. On and on, there is no shortage of false ideas about Jesus. We’ll return to this in a few 
minutes.  

2. The spiritual condition of antichrists (2:19) 

a. They had formerly been a part of the gathering of believers but they “went out from us.”  

i. Note this isn’t talking about someone who leaves one solid, Bible-teaching church for another 
solid, Bible-teaching church.  

b. But they were never really “of us.”  

c. Two important doctrines come up here: the nature of the church and the perseverance of the saints.  

i. Invisible vs visible church 

1. The visible church contains those that are worshiping, fellowshipping, baptized, even 
members but some will depart, some will hear Jesus say I never knew you.  

2. The invisible church are those the Lord knows are his (2 tim 2:19).  

3. Jesus tells the parable of the wheat and the tares 

a. Matthew 13:28a-29  'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?' 29 "But 
he said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat 
with them. 

ii. The perseverance of the saints 

1. They departure indicates their true condition.  

2. This doesn’t say they lost their salvation. It says they never had it to begin with.  



a. Hebrews 3:6   but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we 
are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 

b. Hebrews 3:14   For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end, 

3. Jesus holds His own firm in His hand.  

a. John 10:27-29  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand. 29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is 
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 

4. Our inheritance is imperishable.  

a. 1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

iii. When we put these two together we see that profession is not the same as possession.  

1. It hurts when someone walks away from the faith. It hurts if we know them and are 
close to them. It hurts if they are a “big name” musician – the lead singer of my favorite 
Christian band in HS and the lead singer of my favorite Christian band in college both 
have left the faith – they “went out from us.” Why does that feel like a punch in the 
stomach?  

a. Sad for them, recognize the influence they can have.  

b. May also worry, “Could they be right? If they have left, what is to stop me? Am I 
on the wrong side of this?” It can lead to doubt and uncertainty.  I think that’s 
why John comes back several times in this passage to affirmations for the 
believer in vv. 20-21 and 24-27. 

3. The denial of antichrists (2:22-23) 

a. We’ll temporarily skip vv 20-21 and come back to them after looking at the final description of the 
antichrists.  

b. They were denying that Jesus is the Christ 

i. 2 John 1:7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

c. These verses hold important implications for our understanding of “die for” issues  

i. Briefly summarize die for, divide for, debate for, decide for 

ii. That Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, who came in the flesh is a “die for” level doctrine, not a 
divide for or debate for level doctrine.  

iii. A key question about groups that have broken away from orthodox Christianity is, “what is their 
view of Jesus?”  

1. Is he the firstborn spirit-child of the heavenly Father and a heavenly Mother who then 
progressed to deity in the spirit world?  

2. Is he created by God as the highest of the angels?  



3. The first describes LDS theology and the second describes Jehovah’s Witness theology, 
hopefully both using terms that they themselves would recognize and agree summarize 
their views. I’m not trying to misrepresent either group. Both groups “went out” from 
Christianity in the 19th century.  

iv. The question is not simply, “do they believe in Jesus?” But “what do they believe about Jesus?”  

1. If it is a different view that what the bible teaches, we might be neighbors with them, 
friends with them, fellow citizens with them. We might share the same moral values. 
We might cooperate on political issues or local community programs on occasion. But 
we cannot give them impression that we are on the same side of things spiritually.  

2. That isn’t to be hateful or malicious or attacking. It’s simply to take seriously the claims 
of a group that articulates and believes a different message about Jesus.  

4. The contrasting condition of those in Christ (2:20-21, 24-27) 

a. “But you” – a key contrast 

i. You know…as for you… 

ii. A pastoral model of exposing error and encouraging and comforting believers.  

b. You have the Holy Spirit (anointing from the Holy One) (vv. 20-21) 

i. Jesus is described as “the Holy One of God” in John 6:69.  

ii. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit who will testify about Him and lead them into all truth. 
(John 15:26-27; 16:7, 12-15) 

iii. We have the Holy Spirit as believers.  

1. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is 
God,  22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 

c. You have God’s Word (vv. 24-26) 

i. Let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning 

ii. Stick with the faithful, reliable truth of God’s word rather than getting swayed by “new” 
teachings 

1. 2 Timothy 3:14-15  You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them,  15 and that from childhood 
you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

2. Let God’s word be your standard of truth, not any human instruction. You don’t need 
another person as the “gatekeeper” of truth – you can go directly to the truth of Jesus in 
the word 

iii. The Bereans examined scriptures to compare them to the claims. The Athenians and foreigners 
among them were always wanting to hear something new. The continued pursuit of something 
new rather than deeply pressing into what is old and true is a mark of the Athenian, not the 
Christian.  

1. Acts 17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things were so. 



2. Acts 17:21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their 
time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 

iv. What’s most important about any true church is what it shares in common with all true 
churches throughout the world and throughout all time. (Dever) Same of Christians.  

v. However, there are new depths to the faith, new aspects of God’s Word, new facets of theology 
that you have not explored, new challenges in every culture and time, new ways of expressing 
old truths – there are broad frontiers for Christians to study and explore. But it isn’t novelty that 
we are seeking but truth. 

d. So you don’t need someone to teach you new things about Jesus. (vv. 26-27) 

i. Does this mean we don’t need pastors, teachers, etc.?  

1. Stott, in classic understated British fashion, “It would not be difficult to exaggerate this 
statement in an incautious and unbalanced fashion.”  

2. That seems contrary to the fact that John is teaching them in this letter 

ii. Contrary to the teaching gifts given by the Holy Spirit 

1. Important verse in advancing the teaching of the NC. We have the word in our heart, 
the indwelling ministry of the Spirit, teaching of the H.S. No need for teaching – in the 
context of false teaching. Need to verify the accuracy of teaching by our own study.  

2. Jeremiah 31:33-34  33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I 
will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34 “They will not teach 
again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 
they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the 
LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

iii. Akin – the antichrists, false teachers, were insisting that the teaching of the apostles was to be 
supplemented with an additional “higher knowledge,” an “advanced knowledge,” that they 
claimed to possess. John’s response was that what the readers were taught under the Spirit’s 
ministry through the apostles was not only adequate, it was the only reliable truth.  

iv. kruse – “all things” needs to be understood in context in which the subject matter is the denial 
that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son come in the flesh. There is nothing the readers need to know 
about these matters which has to be learned from the secessionists.  

v. Not an excuse to say you no longer need school! Sorry, mom. Bible says I have no need for 
anyone to teach me anything.  

5. Applying the Word 

a. Let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  

i. This is the only command in this section.  
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1. The continual 
presence of 
antichrists (2:18)

Hebrews 1:2 in these last 
days has spoken to us in His 
Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the 
world.

1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these 
things happened to them as 
an example, and they were 
written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the 
ages have come.
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Hebrews 9:26 Otherwise, He 
would have needed to suffer 
often since the foundation of 
the world; but now once at the 
consummation of the ages He 
has been manifested to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself.

1 John 4:3 and every spirit that 
does not confess Jesus is not 
from God; this is the spirit of 
the antichrist, of which you 
have heard that it is coming, 
and now it is already in the 
world.

2. The spiritual 
condition of 
antichrists (2:19)

Matthew 13:28a‐29 'Do you 
want us, then, to go and 
gather them up?' 29 "But he 
said, 'No; for while you are 
gathering up the tares, you 
may uproot the wheat with 
them.
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Hebrews 3:6  but Christ was faithful as a 
Son over His house‐‐ whose house we 
are, if we hold fast our confidence and 
the boast of our hope firm until the 
end.

Hebrews 3:14  For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until 
the end,

John 10:27‐29 "My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life 
to them, and they will never perish; 
and no one will snatch them out of 
My hand. 29 "My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father's hand.

1 Peter 1:3‐5 Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:3‐5 4 to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable 
and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5

who are protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last 
time.
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3. The denial
of antichrists 
(2:22‐23)

2 John 1:7 For many deceivers 
have gone out into the world, 
those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the 
flesh. Such a one is the 
deceiver and the antichrist.

4. The contrasting
condition of those in 
Christ (2:20‐21, 24‐27)

2 Corinthians 1:21‐22 Now He 
who establishes us with you 
in Christ and anointed us is 
God,  22 who also sealed us 
and gave us the Spirit in our 
hearts as a pledge.
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Acts 17:11 Now these were more noble‐
minded than those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see whether these things were 
so.

Acts 17:21 Now all the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there would spend 
their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new.

5. Applying the Word

Let that abide in you 
which you heard from 
the beginning. 


	Worship Packet 10.30.22.pdf
	1 john 2.18-27_Many Antichrists.pdf
	1 John 2.pdf

