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It is easy as Christians to look like we are on target, but to be living 
lives far from what God really wants from us. 

An academic commitment to the truth 

Carry the right study Bible 

Affirm the right doctrinal statement 

Go to the right church 

Actively involved in ministry 

It Is Easy To Look Like We Are On Target When We Are Not.   
 
1. The Ephesians Were In Many Ways Model Christians       

2:1-3,6 
The Ephesians were a: 

• Serving church  (deeds or works) 

• Sacrificing church (toils or labors) 

• Steadfast church  (perseverance) 

• Separated church  (tested false apostles) 

• Suffering Church  v. 3  (endured) 

When we read a list like this we think that they should be voted 
“church of the year.” 

• But very slowly doctrine and duty had replaced love for 
Christ.. 

• Duty had overcome devotion. 

• Love for ministry had replaced a love for the Lord.  

• Love for truth had replaced a love for God and people. 

Do you ever wonder what Jesus thinks our relationship with 
Him when it has degenerated into duty, habit, ritual, projects, 
and burdens? 
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• Christians who are bored about it all. 

2. But They Left Out The Most Important Thing.  2:4 
 “In the midst of all your good deeds, I have a huge, big-time 
problem with you.”  

first – means first in priority 

• Jesus is saying:  You don’t serve because you are driven 
by your love for Me.   

♦ It is not what motivates you to serve me. 

I am not surprised that Jesus would is concerned about this. 

• Throughout the scriptures God is pursing a love 
relationship with us. 

♦ Deuteronomy 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 

◊ Mt 22:35-40  The Greatest Commandment 

♦ Joshua 23:11 "So take diligent heed to yourselves 
to love the LORD your God. 

• The metaphor of the church as the bride of Christ. 

• Christ’s last encounter with Peter. 

What Are The Signs of A Loss of Love For Christ? 

• 1.  Indifference to sin or the commands of Christ.     
John 14:15, 21 

• 2.  When the things of this world become more 
important than the things of God.  1 John 2:15-16 

♦ 1 John 2:15-16  Do not love the world nor the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. 
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• 3.  Indifference to the needs of others.  1 John 3:17 

• 4.  Bitterness or hatred toward others.  1 John 4:20 

♦ 1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love 
God whom he has not seen. 

What can cause people to loose that first love? 

• 1.  Sin in their lives that they are not willing deal with. 

♦ bitterness, immorality, etc 

• 2.  Some hardship, circumstance or trial in life that they 
can’t reconcile with God’s love.   

♦ Become angry at God 

• 3.  They have a wrong expectation.  

♦ They are looking for some feeling or sign of God’s 
acceptance and love. 

• 4. Christ is replaced with some other priority in life. 

♦ Career, relationships, personal happiness, fun, etc. 

• 5.  Prosperity removes a sense of need.  Dt. 8:11-14;  
Hosea 13:6;  cf Prov 30:8-9;  Judges 

• 6.  Legalism 

The whole sense of our passage is that as Christ watches them 
do what they do, there is a deep offense in His heart because 
He is no longer a part of why they do what they do. 

• Jesus wants to ask each of us today: Why do you do 
what you do for me?” 

• Why do you resist temptation? 

♦ Because you fear the consequences 

♦ Because you don’t want God’s discipline. 
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♦ Because you don’t want the personal 
embarrassment  

• Why do you give money to the church? 

♦ Because you think God says if you give Him 
money, He’ll give you back more? 

◊ Bad theology 

• Why do you teach Sunday School or Awana or 
participate in the worship team? 

♦ Enjoyment? guilt? pressure? 

• Why do we do what we do? 

♦ Because we want people to think well of us 

♦ Because nobody else was willing. 

All of the above are wrong answers!!! 

• I can be busy, busy, busy doing Christian things and 
Christ never feels loved by me. 

♦ This is the way it was in Ephesus. 

♦ Do you do what you do because you love Him?   

◊ That is the driving question. 

• Our relationship with Christ begins with joy and 
excitement for a Savior who loves us. 

♦ And yet slowly it becomes more like a ritual than a 
relationship. 

♦ What starts out as a matter of the heart slowly 
becomes simply a matter of habit. 

♦ Devotion becomes a duty. 

• Our walk with God was meant to be a blessing, but it 
changes into a burden. 

♦ Our passion becomes a project. 
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♦ cf Martha and Mary 

• Newlywed wife delights in cooking for her husband. 

♦ Later she may revert to doing it out of duty or 
drudgery totally apart from love. 

♦ Jesus is saying to the church at Ephesus,  

◊  I want you to do what you do because you love 
me.  

3. Christ Gives A Warning.  2:5 
The lampstand is a light source. 

If you don’t change, you will have a powerless experience in 
this world. 

If you want to do church without Me, good, you can have it, 
but the power is gone. 

• “You will not be effective. The darkness will prevail.” 

It is serious 

Removal of power and witness 

• The church in America is dreadfully, so seemingly 
powerless in the darkness of the world. 

• Could it be that we are not driven by a refreshing, 
compelling, contagious love for Christ  

4. Christ Gives Three Remedial Steps To Restoration  2:5 

a. Remember  

• Memories have the power to inspire us. 

• When you first met the Lord 

♦ How did you feel? 

♦ What were the first things you did? 

◊ Intimate prayers 

◊ Joyfully telling others 
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◊ Excitement as I studied the Bible 

♦ How did it change your life? 

• Ephesians 2:4-6 And you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 
sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with 
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 

• 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor, so that you through His poverty might 
become rich. 

• John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one 
lay down his life for his friends. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift! 

• Romans 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

♦ He who is forgiven much, loves much. 

♦ 1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

• We begin our Christian lives with a great love and 
gratitude to God as we feel the weight of sin and guilt 
removed. 

♦ Our Christian lives start out as a loving relationship 
with a person. 
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♦ Our lives were driven by a relationship. 

• Remember 

b. Repent 

• Leaving your first love is not just mixed up priorities.  

♦ It is spiritual adultery 

◊ cf Colossians 3:5 

• Repentance involves confession. 

• Repentance involves a change of heart and mind.  It is a 
conscious decision to return. 

♦ Lord, I want You to know that I am going to do this 
now for one compelling reason, and that is to 
express my love for you in response to all that You 
have done for me. 

◊ Lord, I am going to resist this temptation right 
now to tell You that I love you more than I love 
these urges and the desires of my heart. 

◊ Lord, I am going to give You the firstfruits of 
all that you provide for me.  Not because I am 
seeking more from you, but as an expression of 
my love and faith to you. 

◊ Lord I am going to worship you, not as 
meaningless repetition or for personal emotional 
elevation, but because I want to communicate 
my love to you. 

c. Repeat 

• do the deeds you did at first 

♦ What are they? 

♦ God tells us to forgive the most cruel injustices 
against us. 
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◊ If you say:  “I’m not going to forgive that 
person.  They don’t deserve to get off the hook.”  

◊ You are not doing it for them; you are doing it 
because Jesus is worthy and He asked you to 
forgive them and you love Him. 

• LOVING CHRIST IS NOT SIMPLY DOING THE 
RIGHT THINGS. 

♦ IT IS DOING THE RIGHT THINGS FOR THE 
RIGHT REASONS 

• Over the years I have done lots of things around the 
house that I haven’t wanted to do. 

• If Diane came in and ask me, “Mike, why are you doing 
this?” And I say to her: 

♦  Because I am committed to the institution of 
marriage. 

♦ Because marriages are falling apart in American 
and it is a sacred design that I am committed on 
preserving. 

♦ Because I’m afraid of what you might do if I 
didn’t.” 

♦ Because the neighbors are watching. 

♦ Because I want to be a good husband, that is why. 

◊ Well that’s all about me. 

◊ I’m sure that she would swoon wouldn’t she? 

• What if I said:  “Diane There is only one reason.  It’s 
because I love you, and I just look for ways to let you 
know how much I love you.” 

♦ I am sure that Jesus is looking for that same attitude 
in my heart. 

◊ My Jesus, I Love Thee 
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◊ More Love To Thee, O Christ 

◊ Come Thou Fount 

• Simply serving God is not enough. 

♦ No matter what we may accomplish in our work for 
the Lord, it is our walk with the Lord that matters 
most. 

5. Christ Gives Us A Promise  2:7 
 


