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Read Psalm 19:7-11 

 

Two weeks ago we asked the question, “How do we know that the Bible is from God? 

We saw that the Bible repeatedly claims to be from God. 

Over 3800 times, the OT alone asserts that God is speaking. 

We saw that Jesus viewed the OT writings as divinely inspired. 

But in addition we saw that Jesus laid the ground work for the New Testament. 

Jesus claimed authority for His own words.   

Jesus told the apostles that in the future they would receive additional revelation from the Holy 

Spirit.   

The apostles claimed to be speaking God’s message. 

The apostles recognized each other’s writings as divinely inspiration.   

BUT HOW DO WE KNOW THAT THEY WERE TELLING THE TRUTH? 

We saw that hundreds of fulfilled prophesies overwhelmingly point to a supernatural source. 

Truth #1:  God has revealed Himself to us in the Bible. 

But that still leaves the question. “How reliable is your Bible?” 

Is it trustworthy?   

Has it been changed over time? 

Many people have mistaken ideas about the Bible. 

Some think that the earliest New Testament manuscripts were written centuries after Jesus lived. 

Most people think that our English Bible is a translation of a translation, of a translation and that 

fresh errors were introduced at each stage in the translation process. 

Some college professors wrongly teach that the Old Testament was derived from earlier Babylonian 

and Assyrian myths and law codes. 

1. How reliable is the Bible?  

a. History and archeology confirm the Bible’s reliability. 

Because the Bible refers to a significant number of historical people, empires, events, cities, 

battles, and more we can check it out for its historical accuracy. 

W. F. Albright, World renowned archeologist (Johns Hopkins University) There is no doubt 

that archeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of the Old Testament tradition. 

The excessive skepticism shown toward the Bible by important historical schools of the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries . . . has been progressively discredited.  Discovery 

after discovery has established the accuracy of innumerable details and has brought 

increased recognition to the value of the Bible as a source of history.”  (Quoted by Josh 

McDowell,  A Ready Defense pp. 92ff) 
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Certain critics in the 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century made claims that shook the faith of many 

Christians. 

 They claimed that Moses couldn’t have written the OT law because writing was largely 

unknown at the time. 

 Archeologists have now found Hebrew writing in the salt mines in Egypt where the 

Jews were enslaved prior to the time of Moses. 

 Archeologists have now also found at least 4 other cultures that had written laws that 

predate the Mosaic Law. 

 Critics claimed that Genesis 1 and 2 give two different accounts of creation from 

different authors. 

 We now know that it was common Semitic style to start with a summary statement 

followed by a more specific description of a portion the writer wanted to focus on. 

 Critics claimed that the Hittite empire was a myth because they found no other references 

to the Hittites outside the OT and there was no archeological evidence that they existed. 

 All that has changed since archeologists have now discovered the Hittite capital. 

 Some critics tried to discredit Luke’s gospel because they thought that his mention and 

dating of Quirinius (2:2) and Lysanius (3:1) were inaccurate. 

 More recent discovers have proven Luke to be right. 

 Some skeptics in our day try to deny that Jesus was a real person. 

Dr. Bruce Metzger (Princeton University) “Today no competent scholar denies the 

historicity of Jesus.” 

Dr. Harold O.J. Brown- “It is easier to believe the complete trustworthiness of the Bible today 

than at any time in the past century.” 

See, I’m Glad You Asked, by Boa and Moody  pp. 96ff and A Ready Defense, McDowell  

pp. 61-68; 91-115   

History and archeology confirm the Bible’s reliability. 

b. Jesus trusted the reliability of the Bible. 

 Jesus trusted the Bible down to the very word used.  Mt 22:41-45 

 Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1 and focuses on one word- Lord. 

 David would not have addressed a merely human descendant as Lord. 

 Jesus shows that a single word points to His deity.  

 Jesus trusted the Bible down to the tense of a word.  Mt. 22:31-33 

 In verse 32 Jesus quotes Exodus 3:6 where God is talking to Moses. 

 Moses lived 650 years after Abraham died, yet God says “I am”, NOT “I was” the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 Jesus focused on the very tense of a single verb to show that the OT taught a resurrection 

on the dead. 
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 Jesus trusted the Bible down to the individual letters and parts of a letter.  Mt 5:18 

Matthew 5:18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter 

or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

 Jesus believed in the reliability and literalness of the Old Testament people and events 

 The creation account of the universe  (Mark 13:19) 

 The creation account of Adam and Eve  (Matthew 19:3-6)   

 The literalness of Satan  (John 8:44)  

 The historical reality of Jonah  (Matthew 12:38-41)   

Some people will say: 

“I believe the Bible, but I don’t believe that Jonah was swallowed by a big fish.” 

“I believe the Bible, but I don’t agree with what it teaches about divorce, gender-

distinctions, marital roles, child-rearing, homosexuality, etc.” 

If we say that we believe that Jesus is Lord and that our eternal destiny depends upon 

Him, how can we take a lower view of scripture than He did? 

Truth #2:  The Bible is a reliable record of God’s revelation to us. 

History, archeology, and Jesus confirm the reliability of the Bible. 

2. How do we know that the Bible hasn’t been changed?  

a. The short time span between the original writings and many of the manuscripts testify to 

the reliability of the Bible. 

 Old Testament 

 The Dead Sea scrolls give us copies of the OT dating back to 200 BC. 

 We also have copies of the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the complete OT) dating 

back to about the same period.  

 There is an average gap of over 1,000 years for other ancient authors. 
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b. The overwhelming quantity of the manuscripts gives evidence to the preservation of the 

Bible.  

 Both Old Testament and New Testament 

 New Testament 

 We don’t have the original documents but we do have 5366 early Greek manuscripts 

which attest to the accuracy of the New Testament. 

 In addition there are as many as 20,000 copies of early translations  

 Tens of thousands of citations of passages by the early church fathers 

c. The superior quality of the manuscripts gives evidence of the preservation of the Bible. 

 Old Testament 

 The scribal process minimized the possibility of error.  

 The numbers of letters, words, and lines were counted. 

 The middle letters of the Pentateuch and the OT were determined. 

 The entire manuscript was destroyed if a single mistake was made. 

 Dead Sea scrolls (200 BC) were found in 1947 and provide a significant check on the 

Masoretic Text (900 AD) 

 New Testament 

 The NT is regarded as 99.5 % pure  

 The correct readings of the remaining 0.5% can be ascertained with a fair degree of 

probability. 

 No variant readings are significant enough to call into question any of the doctrines of the 

NT. 

Truth #3: The Bible has been faithfully preserved through the ages. 

3. Bringing The Message Home 

Since we have a reliable message from God:   

a. Know what God says to us in the Bible. 
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 Set up a regular time each day when you read and reflect upon what God is saying to us. 

 The Bible does you no good if you aren’t intimately familiar with it. 

 The Bible is a reliable guide that will protect you from making foolish decisions in life. 

 The Bible shows you the one and only true way to heaven. 

 You will be able to identify false teachers. 

b. Apply what God says in the Bible to all areas of your life. 

Moral life, marriage, child-rearing, finances, business practices, etc. 

c. Take seriously what God says in the Bible says about    salvation.  Titus 3:5;  Ephesians 2:8-

9;  Romans 6:23 

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 

according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; 
9
 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

Communion:  Matthew 26:26-29 


