
1 
 

 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 26TH, 2023  9:00 A.M. 

___________________________________________________ 
  
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt 
poor, no hablo Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns, 
skinny as a rail, or could afford to lose a few pounds.  
  
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who can’t carry a note 
in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up, or just got out of 
jail. We don’t care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope, or haven’t been in church since 
little Joey’s Baptism.  
  
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to 
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving 
artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are 
in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in 
the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion.” We’ve been there too.  
  
If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer a special 
welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or 
because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.  
  
We welcome those who are inked, pierced, or both. We offer a special welcome to those 
who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, or got lost 
in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, 
bleeding hearts...and you!  

____________________________________________________________ 
 
We are excited you are here today worshiping with us. Christ Church is 
a comfortable community where people are excited to see you. Please 
fill out a connect card in the seat in front of you or fill use your smart 
phone camera to open an e-connect card. 
 



2 
 

God, your Son Jesus Christ promised to be with us whenever we gather 
together in His name.  We thank you for Christ Church and the love that 
holds us together. Make us eager to gather for worship.  Inspire us to learn 
and grow spiritually, as individuals and as a faith community. We seek 
knowledge of Your will for us.  We pray for the strength and courage, the wit 
and wisdom, and the humor and creativity to follow Jesus, love people and 
change the world. Amen.  
 

Entrance Rite 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN Holy Spirit, ever living       Hymnal 511 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION           BCP p. 323 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
People His mercy endureth for ever. 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS  
BCP p. 323 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 91 Lord, have mercy 
upon us (Willan) (BCP p. 324) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY           BCP p. 325 
 
THE LESSONS               Bulletin Insert 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
All stand. 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON            Fr. Everett Lees 
 
THE CREED              BCP p. 326 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Form IV BCP. p. 388 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN            BCP p. 330 
 
THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 
 
THE PEACE               BCP p. 332 

Birthday & Anniversary Prayer 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may your peace which passes all understanding abide all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
The Celebrant says 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

To support Christ Church financially, please place a gift in 
the offering basket or text to (833) 921- 6373, or use your 
smartphone camera in the QR code. 10% of all pledge 
and plate income is committed to outreach. 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN       Carmen & Justin Boyd 
 
Doxology  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer I BCP. p. 333 
 
SANCTUS S 114 Holy, holy, holy (Willan) (BCP p. 333) 
Celebrant and People 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER            BCP p. 336 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 158 O Lamb of God (Willan) (BCP p. 337) 
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PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS          BCP p. 337 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the 
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion, without regard to 
denominational affiliation. If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, come forward, 
simply fold your arms across your chest, and the priest will know to give you a blessing 
instead. If you feel led to follow Christ in his call to be baptized, please see a member of the 
clergy immediately following this service to schedule your baptism. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen   
Hymnal 314 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER          BCP p. 339 
 
BLESSING               BCP p. 339 
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN 
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DISMISSAL               BCP p. 340  

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
Today’s bread & wine were given by Vaylord and Susan Cox, 

in honor of their 57th wedding anniversary. 


