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  BIG IDEA 

Paul begins his letter to the Colossians by overflowing with gratitude for the visible work of 

the gospel in their lives. Their faith in Christ, love for all the saints, and hope stored up in 

heaven are living proof of God’s transforming power. The gospel is not static—it bears fruit 

and grows wherever it is received. Like Paul, we are called to recognize and celebrate how 

the gospel is changing lives around us, and to let that joy fuel our own witness to the world. 

  THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE 

 

Colossians 1:3-8 (ESV) 

 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because 

of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the 

truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit 

and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the 

grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is 

a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the 

Spirit. 

 

 

  MAIN THEME 

The gospel is powerful, unstoppable, and deeply personal. It transforms hearts, builds 

communities of love, and inspires hope that endures beyond this life. Paul’s joy over the 

Colossians’ faith wasn’t just a polite acknowledgment—it was worship. He saw the hand of 

God at work, producing spiritual fruit that could not be manufactured by human effort. 

When we see faith, love, and hope in others, we should celebrate it, give thanks to God, and 

be encouraged that the same gospel is bearing fruit through us. 

  DISCUSSION & APPLICATION 

1. Thanking God for Gospel Fruit 

Colossians 1:3–4, Philippians 1:3–6 
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• Why is it important to recognize and thank God for the work he is doing in 

others? 

• Who in your life is living proof of the gospel’s transforming power? 

• How can your prayers reflect more gratitude for others’ faith? 

2. Faith, Love, and Hope as Evidence 

Colossians 1:4–5, 1 Thessalonians 1:2–3 

• How do faith, love, and hope work together as signs of gospel 

transformation? 

• Which of these three do you feel God is growing most in your life right now? 

• How might others see these qualities in you? 

3. The Gospel That Bears Fruit Everywhere 

Colossians 1:6, Matthew 13:31–33 

• Why does Paul emphasize that the gospel is growing “in the whole world”? 

• Where do you see the gospel spreading in surprising ways today? 

• How can you personally contribute to the gospel’s advance in your 

community? 

4. Learning and Living the Gospel 

Colossians 1:6–7, James 1:22–25 

• What does it mean to “understand the grace of God in truth”? 

• How has your understanding of grace grown since you first believed? 

• What next step can you take to live out that grace toward others this week? 

5. Encouraged by the Saints 

Colossians 1:7–8, Hebrews 10:24–25 

• How can faithful believers like Epaphras inspire and strengthen us? 

• Who has been a “faithful minister of Christ” in your life? 

• How can you be that kind of encourager to someone else this week? 

  PRAY 

Father, thank you for the living power of the gospel. Thank you for the faith, love, and hope 

you grow in your people. Help me to see and celebrate the work you are doing in others. 

Make my life a reflection of your love so that others may be drawn to you. May the gospel 

bear fruit in me, in my church, and in the world—until the day we see you face to face. In 

Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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  DIG DEEPER 

For further study this week: 

• Philippians 1:3–11 — Joyful prayer for fellow believers 

• 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 — Faith, love, and hope in action 

• Matthew 13:31–33 — The kingdom grows 

• 1 Peter 1:3–9 — Living hope through Christ 

• Hebrews 10:19–25 — Encouraging one another in faith 

  NEXT WEEK’S BIG IDEA 

 

Paul's constant prayer for the spiritual growth of his flock (Colossians 1:9-14). Becoming 

like Christ should be the ultimate goal of the Christian and we should pray for other as well. 
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