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The Trap of Taking What Isn’t Ours
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THIS WEEK'S SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 11:1-27

David and Bathsheba
11In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him,
and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

21t happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's
house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3And David sent and
inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite?” 4So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had
been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. > And the woman conceived,
and she sent and told David, “l am pregnant.”

6So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. ?When Uriah came
to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the war was going. 8Then
David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's house, and
there followed him a present from the king. ® But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants
of his lord, and did not go down to his house. "®When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,”
David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?” " Uriah said
to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live,
and as your soul lives, | will not do this thing.” 2Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and
tomorrow | will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. * And David invited him,
and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his
couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

41n the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. '>In the letter he wrote, “Set
Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and
die.” 8And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant
men. 7 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the
people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. ® Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the fighting. ' And
he instructed the messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, 2then,
if the king's anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that
they would shoot from the wall? 2'Who killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an
upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you
shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."”

2250 the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 2 The messenger said
to David, “The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back
to the entrance of the gate. 2 Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king's servants
are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 2° David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to



Joab, ‘Do not let this matter displease you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your
attack against the city and overthrow it. And encourage him.”

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 2 And
when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him
a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.

MAIN THEME

David had reached the height of public success, but this chapter reveals a devastating collapse of
character. While Israel's army fought the Ammonites, David remained in Jerusalem. From the roof
of his palace, he saw Bathsheba, learned that she was Uriah’s wife, and used the power of his
position to take what was not his. The responsibility belonged to David alone.

The King concealed his actions from others, but nothing was hidden from God: “The thing that
David had done displeased the LORD.” Confession cannot undo the harm sin causes, but
concealment only deepens it. God calls us to stop hiding, tell the truth, seek help, accept
responsibility, and trust his promise to forgive and cleanse those who confess.

DISCUSSION & APPLICATION

1. Power and Opportunity Do Not Excuse the Harm We Choose to Do

2 Samuel 11:1-5; James 1:13-16; Philippians 2:3-4

* What choices placed David in a position to pursue his own desires rather than fulfill his responsibilities?
* How does the narrator make clear that Bathsheba was not David's to take?

* Why must responsibility remain with David rather than be shifted to Bathsheba or his circumstances?

* Where might power, influence, privacy, or opportunity tempt someone to disregard God's guardrails?

2. Do Not Make Sin Worse by Trying to Cover It Up

2 Samuel 11:6-25; Numbers 32:23; Ephesians 5:11-14

* What opportunities did David have to stop, confess, and take responsibility?

+ How did each attempt to conceal his sin lead David into deeper deception and harm?

* What contrasts do you see between Uriah's loyalty and David's conduct?

* Why can protecting our reputation become more important to us than protecting other people?

3. What We Conceal From Others Is Never Hidden From God

2 Samuel 11:26-27; Psalm 139:1-12; Proverbs 28:13

* What does David's response to Uriah’'s death reveal about the condition of his heart?

* Why are the final words of the chapter so important: “The thing that David had done displeased the LORD"?
* How does hidden sin weaken compassion, spiritual growth, and fellowship with God?



* What practices can help you guard your heart and take sin seriously before it grows?

4. Stop Hiding and Throw Yourself on the Mercy of God

Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 51:1-12; 1 John 1:8-9

* What is the difference between feeling regret and honestly confessing and forsaking sin?

* Why does confession include telling the truth, seeking help, and taking responsibility for harm done?
* How does God's promise of forgiveness give us courage to come into the light?

* Is there something you need to stop hiding and bring before God and a trustworthy person?

PRAY

Merciful God, guard our hearts from the temptation to grasp for control, pleasure, or security outside your

will. Keep us from using power or opportunity to harm others. When we sin, give us courage to stop hiding,

tell the truth, seek help, and accept responsibility. Thank you that when we confess our sins, you are faithful
and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Amen.

DIG DEEPER
For Further Study:

* Genesis 3:1-13
* Psalm 32:1-5
* Psalm 51:1-17
* Proverbs 28:13
* James 1:13-16
*1John 1:5-10

NEXT WEEK'S BIG IDEA

Nathan confronts David, hidden sin is exposed, and David finally confesses before the LORD.
2 Samuel 12:1-25



