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THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE 

2 Samuel 15:1-12 (ESV) 

Absalom’s Conspiracy 
15 After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And Absalom 
used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before 
the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city are you?” And when he said, 
“Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good 
and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.” 4 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I 
were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him 
justice.” 5 And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold 
of him and kiss him. 6 Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel.  

7 And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go and pay my vow, which I have 
vowed to the LORD, in Hebron. 8 For your servant vowed a vow while I lived at Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If 
the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will offer worship to the LORD.’ ” 9 The king said to 
him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron. 10 But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout 
all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is king 
at Hebron!’ ” 11 With Absalom went two hundred men from Jerusalem who were invited guests, and they 
went in their innocence and knew nothing. 12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for 
Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and the 
people with Absalom kept increasing.  
 

MAIN THEME 

Absalom was not a distant enemy. He was David’s son. His betrayal did not happen suddenly. For years 

he carefully cultivated an image, listened to grievances, criticized David, promised people what they 

wanted to hear, and built support for himself. His outward warmth concealed a ruthless ambition for the 

throne. 

The passage also exposes a vulnerability in David’s leadership. The royal system of justice had 

apparently become dysfunctional, and Absalom exploited that weakness. Betrayal is never justified, but 

wise leaders should still be willing to examine the conditions that make discontent easier to manipulate. 

For followers of Christ, betrayal can wound us deeply, but it does not have to control what we become. 

We can face betrayal honestly, guard our own hearts from bitterness and manipulation, and continue to 

trust God even when people we love or depend on prove unfaithful. 

 
DISCUSSION & APPLICATION 
 

1. Be Careful Not to Confuse Charm with Character 

 



2 Samuel 15:1–6; Proverbs 20:11; Matthew 7:15–20 

 

• What did Absalom do to create the appearance that he was already a king? 

• How did Absalom use attention, affection, and promises to win the loyalty of the people? 

• Why can charisma and personal warmth sometimes make it difficult to evaluate a person’s character? 

• What qualities should matter most when deciding whom you will trust and follow? 

 

2. Betrayal Often Grows Quietly Before It Becomes Visible 

 

2 Samuel 15:4–6; Proverbs 26:23–26; James 1:14–15 

 

• What does the phrase “Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel” tell us about how his conspiracy 

developed? 

• Why do you think Absalom was willing to spend years building support rather than acting immediately? 

• What warning does this give us about allowing resentment, ambition, or hidden motives to grow 

unchecked? 

• Are there attitudes in your own heart that need to be confronted before they become something more 

destructive? 

 

3. Betrayal Hurts Most When It Comes from Someone We Trust 

 

2 Samuel 15:7–12; Psalm 55:12–14, 20–22; Psalm 41:9 

 

• Why would Absalom’s actions have been especially painful for David? 

• What makes Ahithophel’s defection particularly significant in this story? 

• Why is betrayal by a family member, friend, or trusted leader often more painful than opposition from an 

enemy? 

• How can you acknowledge the pain of betrayal without allowing bitterness to take control of your heart? 

 

4. When People Are Unfaithful, God Remains Faithful 

 

2 Samuel 15:12; Psalm 55:22; Hebrews 13:5–6 

 

• By verse 12, how serious had Absalom’s conspiracy become? 

• What might David have been tempted to believe as support shifted toward Absalom? 

• How can remembering God’s faithfulness steady us when people disappoint, abandon, or betray us? 

• Is there a hurt or betrayal you need to place into God’s hands rather than continuing to carry it alone? 

 
 
 

PRAY  
Dear Lord, betrayal hurts deeply, especially when it comes from someone we have loved, trusted, or 

depended on. You know the wounds caused by broken trust. Help us bring those wounds honestly to 

you rather than allowing bitterness, anger, or fear to control us. Guard our own hearts from selfish 

ambition, resentment, manipulation, and the desire to win people to ourselves rather than serve them 

faithfully. Amen. 

 
 
DIG DEEPER 



 
For Further Study: 
 
• Psalm 41:9 
• Psalm 55:12–23 
• Proverbs 26:23–28 
• Matthew 26:14–25, 47–50 
• Romans 12:17–21 
• Hebrews 13:5–6 

 

THIS WEEK’S NEXT STEP 
 

2 Samuel 15:13–37 
Absalom’s conspiracy forces David to flee Jerusalem.  
 


