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CW101
 WEEK 1 : INTRODUCTION

 
1. What is potentially problematic about the following statements: “The Bible says it, I believe  
    it, that settles it!” Or . . . “If we’d spend less time interpreting the Bible and more time just doing  
    what it says, we’d all be better off.”

2. While it is true that the aim of good interpretation is simple: to get at the plain meaning of the  
    text, this is complicated by two factors:

   • _______________________

   • _______________________ 

THE READER AS AN INTERPRETER

Exercise: In the space below, draw a simple picture of a cross.

“The first reason one needs to learn ___________ to interpret is that, whether one likes it or not, every 

reader is at the same time an interpreter. That is, most of us assume as we read that we also understand 

what we read. We also tend to think that __________  ______________ is the same thing as the Holy 

Spirit’s or human author’s _____________ . . . . Sometimes what we bring to the text, unintentionally to 

be sure, leads us astray, or else causes us to read all kinds of foreign ideas into the text.”

- Gordon Fee and Douglass Stuart
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THE NATURE OF THE BIBLE

“Because the Bible is _________   _____________, it has ____________   ____________; it speaks to 

all humankind, in every age and in every culture. Because it is God’s Word, we must listen – and obey. 

But because God chose to speak his Word through ____________   _________ in ___________,  

every book in the Bible also has ______________   _____________; each document is conditioned by 

the language, time, and culture in which it was originally written (and in some cases also by the oral  

history it had before it was written down). Interpretation of the Bible is demanded by the “tension” that exists 

between its ____________   _____________ and it’s ________________   _______________ (21). 

LITERARY GENRE EXERCISE

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate: 
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date; 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimm’d; 
And every fair from fair sometime declines, 
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d; 
But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st; 
Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade, 
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st: 
   So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 
   So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

What genre of literature is this? 

Can anyone guess what it is? 

How Do you know that this is poetry? What clues or characteristics give it away? 

EX
A

M
P

LE
 1
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July 14, 1861

Camp Clark, Washington

My very dear Sarah: The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few days — perhaps  
tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to write again, I feel impelled to write a few lines that may fall under 
your eye when I shall be no more …

I have no misgivings about, or lack of confidence in the cause in which I am engaged, and my courage 
does not halt or falter. I know how strongly American Civilization now leans on the triumph of the  
Government and how great a debt we owe to those who went before us through the blood and sufferings 
of the Revolution. And I am willing — perfectly willing — to lay down all my joys in this life, to help  
maintain this Government, and to pay that debt …

Sarah my love for you is deathless, it seems to bind me with mighty cables that nothing but Omnipotence 
could break; and yet my love of Country comes over me like a strong wind and bears me unresistibly on 
with all these chains to the battle field.

What genre of literature is this? 

Can anyone guess what it is? 

How do you know that? What clues or characteristics give it away? 

EX
A

M
P

LE 2
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EX
A

M
P

LE
 3 It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want 

of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a neighbourhood, 
this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is considered the rightful proper-
ty of some one or other of their daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfield Park is let at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about it.”

Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has taken it?” cried his wife impatiently.

“You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it.”

This was invitation enough.

“Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young man of large fortune 
from the north of England; that he came down on Monday in a chaise and four to see the place, and was 
so much delighted with it, that he agreed with Mr. Morris immediately; that he is to take possession before 
Michaelmas, and some of his servants are to be in the house by the end of next week.”

“What is his name?”

“Bingley.”

“Is he married or single?”

“Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a fine 
thing for our girls!”

What genre of literature is this? 

Can anyone guess what it is? 

How do you know that this is narrative? What clues or characteristics give it away? 
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Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).

Cream together the butter, white sugar, and brown sugar until smooth. Beat in the eggs one at a time, 
then stir in the vanilla. Dissolve baking soda in hot water. Add to batter along with salt. Stir in flour,  
chocolate chips, and nuts. Drop by large spoonfuls onto ungreased pans.

Bake for about 10 minutes in the preheated oven, or until edges are nicely browned.

What genre of literature is this? 

Can anyone guess what it is? 

How do you know that? What clues or characteristics give it away? 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR READING THE BIBLE

The Two Tasks of Good Bible Reading 

______________ - Think ________   and ________

Seeks to discover the original, intended meaning of the text. 

______________ - Think _________ and _________

Seeks to understand what the text means for us today.

Put the following steps to approaching a text in order: interpretation, observation, application 

______________     ________________     _______________ 

____________ asks, “What does it say _________?” 

____________ asks, “What does it ____________?” 

____________ asks, “What am I supposed to _____ ______ ___?”

The Bible can never __________ what it never _________. In order to understand what the Bible means 

__________, I have to first understand what it meant ________ _____ ______ __________. 

EX
A

M
P

LE 4



6

EXEGESIS: 1st TASK OF GOOD BIBLE READING

The key to good exegesis is to learn to read the text carefully and ask the right questions.  

Two types of questions must be asked:

Questions of ___________________

This includes questions of 1) Historical context, which pertains to the historical background of the text, 

and 2) Literary context, which includes the question of genre but also asks, how does this fit with the  

surrounding text/verses. (Think Philippians example)

Questions of ___________________

This pertains to what is in the actual text (meaning of specific words, phrases,  

differences in primary texts, etc.)

What is an idiom? 

What is an example of an idiom?
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NOTES:
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CW101
 WEEK 2 : EASTERN VS. WESTERN PERSPECTIVE

 

This lesson is adapted from the “Bema Podcast 0:IntroductoryLesson.” It would be a HUGE help to you to listen to it.

This week we will are going to discuss a number of key differences between Eastern and 

Western perspectives. You may be thinking, “Why in the world would we spend time on that? 

How is that going to help me understand the Bible? Is this really that big of a deal?” Let’s find out.

PERSPECTIVE ILLUSTRATION 
Picture or drawing of square house with one window on each side.

Here’s the question: Would you say that the perspective that you have of the room looking 

through that window is inaccurate?

BUT...Imagine if someone took you by the hand, around the corner to the other side of the house and now 

you get to look into that same room from a new window. Do you think you would see anything unique? 

 
That’s what happens when we start to look at the scriptures from an Eastern perspective. We start to see 

things that we haven’t seen before or even realized were there.
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DISSECTING FROG EXAMPLE

Western Perspective:

Eastern Perspective:

 

I. WORDS

                     WESTERN THINKER                                                 EASTERN THIN KER

ACTIVITY: Take a moment and try and jot down a few words or phrases of how you would 

answer that question.

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? ___________________________

WHAT ARE A FEW ATTRIBUTES OF GOD? _______________________

Let’s explore this a bit . . .

1. What does “God is a fortress” communicate?

2. What about “God is eagles wings?”

W
AYS

 O
F TH

IN
K

IN
G
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WORD PICTURES: Jot down word pictures used for God in each verse. 

 

• Psalm 16

• Psalm 18

• Psalm 23

• Psalm 144 

 

1. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find   

yourself leaning toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that? 

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

 

 

II. NUMBERS

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

1. Can you think of any times that this might be true in Scripture?

2. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

WARNING: This can and has been taken way to far at times. Sometimes numbers just mean numbers.
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III. ETERNAL LIFE 

1. For the general western thinker, what comes to mind when someone says, “eternal life?”

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture?

2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that?

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

IV. SIN

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture?
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2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that?

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

V. GOD — EXISTENCE

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture?

2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that?

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?
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VI. GOD — DESCRIPTION 

We briefly touched on this in the WORDS section but . . .

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

GENESIS 1 EXAMPLE

WESTERN: 

EASTERN: 

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture? 

2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find 

yourself leaning toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that? 

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

 

 

VII. FAITH

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN
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ABRAHAM SACRIFICING ISAAC EXAMPLE 

WESTERN: 

EASTERN:

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture? 

2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that? 

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

VIII. TRUTH

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

 

 

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture? 

2. Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that? 

3. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?
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IX. TRUTH OVER TIME

                                 WESTERN                                                                  EASTERN

IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE: That does NOT mean that truth is ___________. That is a false-dilemma. 

1. How might this difference effect the way we read/interact with Scripture? 

2 Do you naturally align with the western way of thinking in this instance, or do you find yourself leaning 

toward the eastern perspective? What makes you say that? 

3.. What does the eastern perspective add to the picture for you?

CLOSING

Here is where this material should actually be freeing. It’s an important point for this whole study.

• The eastern perspective reminds us that we don’t have to have all the __________________.

• The eastern perspective reminds us that we don’t have to be ______________ of hard questions.

• Finally, the eastern perspective reminds us that this isn’t about ______________ things that are wrong.  

It’s about learning how to wrestle and be fine with the tension and to recognize that we don’t know  

everything and that is actually ______________________.

W
AYS

 O
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CW101
 WEEK 3 : NARRATIVE

 

BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

1. How would you define narrative?

 

• A narrative is a story: a ______________ that all together form a ___________ which ultimately leads  

to a _____________.

2. What are some of the essential elements of a narrative? What does it have to have?

• P____________

• S____________

• C____________

• P_________ O____ V_________

LITERARY DEVICES

• SATIRE: a genre of literature in which , ______________, ___________, __________, and ___________ are  

held up to ridicule--ideally with the intent of _____________ individuals, corporations, government, or society itself 

into improvement.

Can you think of any literary examples of satire?

1. ___________ 2. __________ 3. ___________

• IRONY: a rhetorical device, literary technique, or even in which what appear to be the case _____ _______ 

________, differs radically from what is ___________ _______ ___________.
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• IDIOM: Group of words established by usage as having a meaning not _____________ from those of the  

individual words.

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

JONAH CONTEXT

Jonah was most likely written in 500-400 BC, after the Babylonian exile. This was a time of strong Jewish na-

tionalism, and Jonah was written to counter the nationalism by reminding the Israelites of God’s perspective 

of the nations and Israel’s intended role in reaching them.

1. What literary devices do you see in the story of Jonah (irony, idioms, humor, etc).

- Tarshish: _____________

- Jonah: _______________

- Chapter 2: ____________

Others you have found:

 

2. If someone asked you what the story of Jonah is about, how would you answer? 

3. Why do you think the story of Jonah is in the Bible? How does it fit the overarching narrative of the Bible?
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5 PRINCIPLES FOR INTERPRETING BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

1. Narrative record what happened--not necessarily what ___________ have happened or what __________  

to happen every time. Therefore, not every narrative has an individual identifiable moral application.

2. We are not always told at the end of a narrative whether what happened was __________ or ___________.  

We are expected to be able to judge this on the basis of what God has taught us directly and categorically elsewhere 

in Scripture.

3. All narratives are __________ and __________. Not all the relevant details are always given (cf. John 21:25). 

What does appear in the narrative is everything that the inspired author thought important for us to know.

4. Narratives are not written to answer all of our _____________ ____________. They have particular, specific,  

limited purposes and deal with certain issues, leaving others to be dealt with elsewhere in other ways.

5. In the final analysis, _____________ is the hero of all biblical narratives.1

NOTES FROM BIBLE PROJECT VIDEO:

1From Gordan D. Fee and Douglas Stuart’s, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, pg. 106.
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CW101
 WEEK 4 : LETTERS

 

CLASS REVIEW

Two tasks of good Bible reading: 

• __________________- discovering the original intended meaning 

• __________________- understanding what the Bible means for us today.

• O_______________        I_______________      A________________

• The Bible can never ____________ what it never _____________.

Two Kinds of Questions: 

• Questions of ___________ (historical/cultural and literary) 

• Questions of ___________ (the meaning of words/phrases/textual issues). 

BIBLICAL NARRATIVE REVIEW

• Narratives record what happened--not necessarily what __________ have happened or what 

___________ to happen every time. Therefore, not every narrative has an individual identifiable  

moral application.

• We are not always told at the end of a narrative whether what happened was ___________ or 

____________. We are expected to be able to judge this on the basis of what God has taught us directly 

and categorically elsewhere in Scripture.

1. All narratives are ___________ and __________. Not all the relevant details are always given  

(cf. John 21:25). What does appear in the narrative is everything that the inspired author thought  

important for us to know.
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2. Narratives are not written to answer all of our ____________ _______________. They have particular, 

specific, limited purposes and deal with certain issues, leaving others to be dealt with elsewhere in  

other ways.

3. In the final analysis, __________ is the hero of all biblical narratives. 

LETTERS

1. How do you know when you’re reading a letter? What are some of the unique characteristics of  

a letter?

• Letters have a specific ___________ (date, recipient, greeting, body, salutation, signature).

• Letters are usually directed to a specific ________ or _________.

• Letters address a specific ___________ or _______, called forth by a specific __________ from the 

reader’s side or the authors.

• Letters are technically called _________ documents because you cannot really understand a letter 

without understanding why it was written.

• Letters in the Bible are not primarily ___________ texts, but it is always theology __________ to or direct-

ed toward a specific need or situation. Think of Letters as applied theology.

2. How do you read a letter differently than other types of writing (for example, a novel, poem, or recipe)?

3. What is the difference between an open letter or a letter to the editor and a personal letter?

CHARACTERISTICS OF 1ST CENTURY LETTERS

1. Name of the ___________

2. Name of the ___________

3. G_____________



21

4. P_________, wish, or ____________ (even outside the Bible)

5. B__________

6. Final _________ and __________

NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS

• The apostle ________ is the primary letter writer in the New Testament

• Paul’s letters come in two basic types:

      • Letters to a _________

      • Letters to an __________

LETTER TO PHILEMON

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 

2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:  

3 Grace and peace to you[a] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer

4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his holy 

people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be  

effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 

Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the 

hearts of the Lord’s people.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I 

prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now 

also a prisoner of Christ Jesus —  
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10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,[b] who became my son while I was in chains.  

11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.  

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with 

me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did 

not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced 

but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was 

that you might have him back forever — 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear 

brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in  

the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you 

any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand.  

I will pay it back – not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may 

have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your  

obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in 

answer to your prayers. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings.  

24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

QUESTIONS:

1. What stands out to you from Philemon? What questions or issues does it raise (if any)?

2. How do we know this is a letter? What elements of 1st-Century letters does it contain?

3. What is the occasion? (Why did Paul write it?)

4. What question or issue is this letter addressing?

5. Why do you think Paul addressed this letter to the church and not just Philemon?

6. If someone asked you what the letter of Philemon is about, what would you say?
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NOTES FROM BIBLE PROJECT VIDEO:
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CW101
 WEEK 5 : GOSPEL

 

REVIEW

TWO TASKS OF GOOD BIBLE READING

1. ___________- discovering the original, intended meaning.

2. ___________- understanding what the Bible means for us today

As we engage with the Bible, when it comes interpretation, application, observation, which should come 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the process.

1. _________________    _________________    _________________

The Bible can never ______________ what it never _______________.

GOSPELS

1. What are some unique characteristics of narrative literature?

2. What are some unique characteristics of epistolary literature (letter writing)?

3. When you think of the Gospels, how are they like narrative? How are they like an epistle?

4. Why do you think there are four gospels and not just one?

They are not meant to be exhaustive collections. No one is telling the

_______________ ________________.
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FEEDING OF THE 5000 NOTES

The primary question that must be answered when reading the gospels is: 

Who was the _______________________?

NOT JUST COMPILERS

The gospel writers were not just compilers of stories. They were authors. As such, there were three princi-

ples at work in the composition of the Gospels.

1. __________________

2. __________________

3. __________________ 

CLOSING

“In Christianity, religion is ___________________ and ethics is ____________________.” 

- Thomas Erskine, 19th Century Scottish theologian

HOMEWORK: 

Before next meeting, try and read as much of Revelation as you can.
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CW101
 WEEK 6 : REVELATION

 

REVELATION NOTES

• Revelation has a ________ _____________.

• Revelation is one of the most ______________ books of the Bible.

• Revelation is ____________ literature, which has no __________ ______________

REVIEW

• What does the Bible Mean? _______________ or _____________ _________ _______________.

• The Bible is a ______________ of writings spanning many _____________, involving  

different _________________ and ______________ and encompassing many different types of 

________________.

• Just as we read different types of __________________ literature differently, we must read different 

types of literature in the _____________ differently.

• The Bible was originally written for a particular _____________ in a particular _______________.

• Before we can understand what a text means for ________, we must first understand what it meant for 

_________________.

• This requires skillful reading using questions of _____________ and _____________.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. When you think about the book of Revelation, what thoughts do you have?

2. If you were going to compare Revelation to a type of modern literature, what would you compare it to?

MORE ON REVELATION

• Revelation is a unique combination of THREE distinct types of literature

1. __________________

2. __________________

3. __________________

• Apocalyptic literature is full of ____________ ____________ with hidden meanings.

• The imagery is more ______________ than _______________.

• The images are highly _____________ and divide _____________ and _________ into neat packages, 

and they often use _____________ as symbols.

• The images are often described using _________. This is a tool to try to describe something that is 

_____________. The clue of __________ should tip the reader off to the fact that it should not be  

taken literally.
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BIBLE PROJECT NOTES

Jot down significant insights from the Bible Project Videos.

VIDEO 1:

VIDEO 2:

CONCLUSION

“The main themes of Revelation are abundantly clear: The church and the state are on a collision course; 

and initial victory will appear to belong to the state. . . . BUT . . . this prophetic word is also one of  

encouragement--for God is in control of all things. Christ holds the keys to history, and he holds the 

churches in his hands (1:17-20). Thus the church triumphs even through death (12:11).” 

 - How to Read the Bible For All It’s Worth, pg 258.

Following Jesus is the way of the cross. God has not promised us freedom

____________________ suffering and death, but victory _________________ it.
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