
Sharing My Faith: “Where?”

Fact: We must resist the desire to become obsessed with ourselves.

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, 
as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to 
them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your 
hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ “I tell you the truth,” he continued, 
“no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in 
Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet 
not one of them was cleansed - only Naaman the Syrian.” All the people in the synagogue were 
furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow 
of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. -Luke 4:14-29

Fact: Church is a place where people can and should meet Jesus.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had 
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked 
him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, 
and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 
the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were 
divided. -John 9:13-16

HOW DO WE INVITE PEOPLE TO CHURCH?

1. Be intentional.

The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although 
in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left 
Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to 
a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 



Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was 
about the sixth hour. -John 4:1-6

2. Be kind.

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” -
John 4:7

Every Christian should strive to possess: compassion, kindness, patience, and forgiveness.

3. Create an interest.

His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a 
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not 
associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that 
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” 
the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this 
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed 
the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
-John 4:8-14

4. Don’t retract from the tough issues.

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no 
husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 
you have just said is quite true.” -John 4:15-18

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. -Colossians 4:2-6

5. Stay on course.

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
-John 4:19-20



6. Trust Jesus.

Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” The 
woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.” -John 4:21-26

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. -2 Peter 3:9

7. Understand the potential for change that one life has.

Then, leaving her water jar the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, 
see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” They came out of the 
town and made their way toward him. Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his 
disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is 
to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more and 
then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 
Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that 
the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ 
is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and 
you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony. So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him 
to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became 
believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 
-John 4:28-42

THREE CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

1. People will respond.

2. Now is the right time.

3. Entire communities can and will be changed.

Discussion Questions:



1) Did you visit your church for the first time because someone invited you? How many people 
in your relationships came to church because they were invited? Why is a personal invitation so 
powerful?

2) How can we be kind and not retract from tough issues? What are some examples of being 
kind while also not compromising truth in your own life?

3) What do people without Jesus see as valuable? What did you see as valuable before Jesus? 
How did Jesus change that?

Homework:

Read: Mark 4, John 4

Pray: Pray for Sunday worship experiences this upcoming week. Every Sunday, people who 
attend our church have a chance to hear the Gospel and believe. Pray for them and for this 
Sunday. Pray that people would hear and believe.

Apply: This week when you go to the gas station, gym, grocery store, or any other place that 
you visit on a regular basis, strike up a conversation with purpose. Make a friend. Everywhere 
you go is an opportunity for an intentional conversation.


