Early Church Discovery
LESSON #2

Structure of the Early Church
• Originally followed the structure of the Jewish Synagogue
• Group of Elders
• Deacons to assist the Elders
• By the middle of the 2nd Century into the 3rd Century
• A single bishop
• Group of Elders
• Deacons to assist the Elders

When you obey the bishop, you obey him as if he
were Jesus Christ…It is essential, therefore, to act
in now way without the bishop, just as you are
doing.

Saint Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch

Structure of Early Church Cont’d
• Deacons - focus primarily to dispense charity to the poor, assisted with Eucharist, the baptism,
and the burying of the dead. They would also be the messengers between villages and on some
occasions would be an itinerant preacher.
• Elders - overseers and shepherds of the church (Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:2-7). Preaching,
Leading, and Administering were the primary responsibilities. They also shared in care for the
poor, but not their primary responsibility.

Roman Influence
• Gaius Caligula (37-41 A.D.)
• Around 39 A.D. became mentally unstable.
• Actions towards both the Senate and the Roman
citizens became unpredictable.
• Demanded to be worshiped as a god.
• Ordered persecution against the Jews in Alexandria
• Demanded a statue of himself be created and
placed in the Jerusalem temple because of the
Jewish revolt.
• Assassinated by the Praetorian Guard before his
orders could be carried out.

Roman Influence
• Claudius (41-54 A.D.)
• Physically unattractive, walked with a limp,
and stuttered.
• Expanded the reach of Rome into England and
North Africa.
• Paul’s first two missionary adventures
occurred during this time.
• Generally seen as ambivalent towards the
Jewish people although he did temporarily
banish Jews from Rome when Jews in Rome
argued against Jews who were followers of
The Way.

Roman Influence
• Nero (54-68 A.D.)
• 59 A.D. murdered his mom and began to pull away
from his advisors.
• Became a tyrannical leader who ruled with
increasing terror.
• While claiming to be a god he maintained loyalty with
the common people by holding lavish
entertainments.
• Fire destroyed Rome in 64. Nero saw this as
opportunity to build a more grand Rome.
Opposition believed he purposely set the fire. Nero
chose to place the blame on Christians. This is the
time period when it is believed that both Peter and
Paul were killed.

Jewish Power
• King Herod Agrippa I (41 - 66 A.D.)— client king
of Rome
• Prior to Agrippa being appointed as king, Rome
had directly governed Jerusalem for 35 years.
• Close friendship with Caligula, but opposed
Caligula when he wanted to build a statute.
• He helped secure Claudius as next emperor
when Caligula was assassinated
• Granted the authority by Rome to appoint the
Jewish high priest.
• Executed James and imprisoned Peter

Jewish Power
• Herod Agrippa II - quasi king upon his
father’s death.
• Paul shares his faith with Agrippa (Acts
25:23-26:32)
• Retains the right to appoint the high
priest.

The Procurators
Serve basically as governors.
Appointed by the emperor.
Primarily financial agents.
Completely dependent upon Rome during revolts.
The rise of Messianic Pretenders (Acts 21:38)
Zealot Party (Acts 5:37)
Jerusalem Church experiences famine and persecution (Acts 11:27-30)
Christians respond with oﬀerings (Acts 24:17; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4)
The Jerusalem Conference (Acts 15)

Worship in the Early Church
• Patterned after the Jewish Synagogue
• Christians met on Sunday
• Singing, praying, Scripture reading, Lord’s Supper, Baptism, Preaching
• One Significant difference - catechumens (people preparing for baptism)
• Catechumen Training - could last 2-3 years. (later development to prove worthy of baptism)
• 40 days before baptism training would be become rather intense (Jesus in the wilderness intense)
• Baptism - in the nude
• Public declaration of their faith and then admitted to full communion
• This literally was a life or death decision

Worship in the Early Church
• The Agape Meal
• Eucharist served in the morning, Agape was an evening meal
• One table with many people from all walks of life.
• Problems arise with this meal, not the communion meal (1 Corinthians 11)
• By the 4th Century almost disappears completely
• House Churches
• Typically well-to-do Christian homes (Acts 16)
• Accommodate about 65-70 people in the main space
• 3rd to 4th Century is when buildings are actually built for worship

