
Bethel Student Ministry Discord Server 
 
What is a discord server? 
A discord server is a collection of text and voice chats that is protected by an invite 
link, making each server specific to a community.  
 
Specifically, our discord server is built for our students, parents, and leaders to 
engage together. You can talk with others through text or voice, play games, answer 
a daily question, ask for prayer requests, and more. Everyone in our server is a part 
of our ministry. 
 
 
What is our goal? 
Our goal with a discord server is to build engagement with our students, parents, and 
leaders. We desire for the discord server to allow the students in our ministry to 
engage with their leaders and each other, while also providing a place for parents to 
do the same with leaders and staff. The server is split into three main sections, which 
are all monitored by staff, an automatic bot/filter, and trained leaders. These sections 
are for students, parents, and leaders respectively. 
 
This allows students who do not have phones to be able to engage with our ministry 
outside of Wednesdays and Sundays as discord can be used on any device or 
browser. 
 
We also desire for parents to be on our server both for peace of mind and so we can 
engage with you as parents. We believe that you are the first ones to disciple your 
students, so we want to invite you along for this experience. 
 
 
How do I join Discord? 
Discord is a free platform which can be used by app or browser. You can join our 
server by using this link and creating an account: https://discord.gg/JyGpsAvDD2 
 
 
Are there dangers to Discord? I have never seen it before. 
Discord has been around since 2015. It is set up to have separate servers which can 
be made to be private by an invite link. Discord has similar problems to other social 
media where it is exposed to the rest of the world. Once someone is on discord, they 
can join any server they have an invite link to, or any public servers. This means that 
there can be dangers if parents and students are not actively trying to work together 



for safety and security. We recommend sitting down with your student and setting 
some guidelines in using Discord, along with any other social medias. You can find 
more recommended guidelines lower down. 
 
 
How do we ensure safety with the server? 
Our server is private, so the only way to join is by invite. However, we understand 
that our invite link could find its way outside of our ministry, which is why we have set 
up various security measures. 
 
Ultimately, the discord server will be protected by us authenticating everyone that 
joins the server, ensuring that they are a known student, parent, or leader in our 
database. We also have it set up that a new member of the server would not be able 
to access any parts of the server with current members until authenticated, meaning 
they cannot private message anyone other than our select leaders in our server until 
after being authenticated. We also have a set of rules in place and a moderation bot 
to watch for any inappropriate language, track when people join and leave the 
server, track when people join and leave voice channels, and more. All channels in 
the server will also have our staff present in them, and any conflicts that need to be 
dealt with (which can’t be done in person) will be done in a channel that is private to 
staff, leaders, and the specific student who is being talked to. 
 
One of our rules requires that no adult (leader or parent) message a student 
privately. 
While there may be concern for private messaging happening both between adults 
and students and students and other students, this is the same risk as anything like 
snapchat, texting, or calling.  
 
 
How can you as a parent keep your student safe? 

1. Discuss how to behave on the internet. 

The anonymity of social media can lead kids to behave in ways they wouldn't 
otherwise. Tell your child about the seriousness of cyber-bullying and sending 
personal information of any kind. Never share photos of yourself or other personal 
information with strangers. If you have doubts about how your teen will behave 
online, best to delay letting them on social media. 

2. Talk about your family standards and expectations. 



Remember that Discord is all about how you use it. What servers are they allowed to 
join: only people they know in real life or other servers by interest? Who are they 
allowed to direct message? Write these rules down so there will be no debate later.  

3. Go through Discord's safety settings together. 

Follow Discord's Four Steps to a Super Safe Account to turn on direct message 
filtering and limit who can send them direct messages. Explain why you are choosing 
the settings you choose. Remember that there are no parental controls on Discord, so 
your teen can change these settings at any time. They need to understand your 
reasoning in order to buy in. 

4. Teach your teen to be suspicious of unsolicited invites. 

Pornography and predators may sneak in via server invites they didn't request, have 
never heard of, and have low membership (which often indicates bad moderation or 
questionable content). They should also reject friend requests they weren't 
expecting. If it's a real life friend, they can always request again. 

5. Make a game plan for dealing with bullying or adult content. 

Make sure your teen knows they won't be in trouble or lose access to the app if they 
report a problem to you. You want to be on their side, not have them dealing with the 
dangers of Discord on their own where sneaky predators might manipulate them.  

Go over Discord's reporting procedures . Make sure they know how to block users. 
Blocking removes a person from your friend list. The message history remains (which 
they should share with you), but they cannot send any further messages. 

6. Set a follow-up appointment to check out your teen's Discord every few weeks. 

Make sure the safety features are still enabled. Check out what servers they are on, 
and take a glance at their friends and direct messages. Ask them if anything on 
Discord has made them feel uncomfortable or unsafe. Things change over time, 
so you'll want to follow-up regularly to make sure things are still okay. 

 
 
 



 


