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Series Introduction
1 Samuel tells the story of three great leaders in the history of Israel;

Samuel, Saul and David. Prior to 1 Samuel we have the book of Judges

and Ruth. Both books end by making us look forward to a time when

King David would rule on the throne. Judges ends with a comment on the

social upheaval of Israel without a king, and Ruth ends with a genealogy

that runs up to David.

1 Samuel is a book about leadership. But the point that it makes about

leadership is not something you will find among the countless number of

books on leadership, or on various podcasts. The point that 1 Samuel

makes is that we need to follow a leader who will obey God and faithfully

lead Israel to God. God will humble wicked and proud leaders, but the

leader who is humble God will exalt.

Ultimately 1 Samuel points us forward to Jesus, the true king of Israel,

and the head of God’s church (Eph 1). What 1 Samuel shows us in

shadows, Jesus reveals fully. He is the one we are to follow. Our mindset

is to be the same as the Lord Jesus as we serve together in God’s

kingdom, for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil 2:1-11). There is none

like the LORD, our Ruler and King.
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Preparing for Growth Group
1) Use the COMA Method for yourself to study the upcoming passage.

2) Consider how you will use the COMA tool for your group. For example,

will you use butcher’s paper, post-it notes or a whiteboard? Which

questions will you do in groups of 2-3, and when will you discuss as a

larger group?

3) Consider the big questions that might come up from the passage, and

consult your co-leader, coach, the leader’s resources or a commentary to

help address them.

4) Go back over your one thing from last week. Consider where did you

get stuck? What can you do to get unstuck? How can you set an example

of being a growing follower of Jesus?

5) Pray for yourself and your group.
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The Template
To help you manage your time effectively, we recommend the following

template for a group that meets for 2 hours. However, a good group

leader will use the template with skill and finesse, adjusting the timing

based on the needs of the group and the questions that may come up

during the study.

1) Connection (20 minutes)

2) Check-in and pray in small groups (20 minutes)

3) Bible Study (1 hour and 20 minutes)

a.Context (5 minutes)

b.Observation (25 minutes)

c.Meaning (20 minutes)

d.Application (30 minutes)
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The Check In
Here are three simple questions you can ask each other to check in and

spur each other on to grow more like Jesus each week.

1) What are you thankful to God for?

This is an opportunity to look at what God has been doing for you, what

are you grateful for? Where have you seen his provision in your life?

2) What would you like God to do?

Our heavenly Father is good and he loves to give good gifts to his

children. Know and believe that he is the sovereign Lord and he is able to

do all things.

3) Where did you get stuck with your one thing last week?

If your partner got stuck, spend some time thinking about how you can

help each other get unstuck.

Once you have asked these questions of each other, bring these

matters to God in prayer.
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The COMA Method

Context
Recalling what we have read previously, so that we can understand what we

are reading now.

Context 1: With Bibles closed, remind one another what we have seen

so far in the book of 1 Samuel.

Observation
Coming to the Bible with curiosity and intrigue, carefully examining what it

says.

Observation 1: Pray, read and mark up the passage.

Observation 2: In groups of 2 or 3, share things that stood out to you

and things that you have questions about.

Observation 3A: Draw up a storyboard/ timeline of the different events

that unfold in this section.

OR

Observation 3B: Draw up a table and compare two of the major

characters in the chapter.
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Meaning
Discovering the main point that the human author was intending for their

original audience.

Meaning 1: In groups of 2-3 consider what the author of Samuel want

his original readers to understand about:

God

Leadership

Meaning 2: As a group, consider how the passage anticipates or

foreshadows the Lord Jesus Christ.

Application
Asking how we are to respond to God’s word.

Application 1: As a large group, gather together a “basket of ideas” for

how we could apply this passage to different parts of our lives using the

questions below.

Head: What thoughts or beliefs have been confirmed or challenged by

God’s word?

Heart: What has God revealed about an attitude or idol that I need to

deal with?

Hands: What behaviours am I being convicted that I need to stop/ start/

keep doing?
8



Application 2: On your own, write down your ‘one thing’ and identify  

how you will put it into practice.

Application 3: In groups of 2 or 3 ask each other how you will put your

‘one thing’ into practice. Push each other to be specific about the details.

Application 4: In the same groups, pray for each other to do this.
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1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 (NIV)

There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill

country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of

Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two

wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had

children, but Hannah had none. Year after year this man went up from

his town to worship and sacrifice to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, where

Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the Lord. 

Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions

of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. But

to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord

had closed her womb. Because the Lord had closed Hannah’s womb,

her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. This went on year

after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the Lord, her rival

provoked her till she wept and would not eat. Her husband Elkanah

would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat?

Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 

Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah

stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of

the Lord’s house. In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord,

weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you

will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget

your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the

days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” As she kept

on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in

her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli 
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thought she was drunk and said to her, “How long are you going to stay

drunk? Put away your wine.” “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a

woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I

was pouring out my soul to the Lord. Do not take your servant for a

wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and

grief.” Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you

what you have asked of him.” She said, “May your servant find favor in

your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was

no longer downcast. Early the next morning they arose and worshiped

before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah

made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. So in the

course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She

named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.” When

her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual

sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said

to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him

before the Lord, and he will live there always.” “Do what seems best to

you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have weaned

him; only may the Lord make good his word.” So the woman stayed at

home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. After he was

weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-

year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to

the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed,

they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord.

As surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying

to the Lord. I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I 
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asked of him. So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be

given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there. Then

Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord my

horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in

your deliverance. “There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one

besides you; there is no Rock like our God. “Do not keep talking so

proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the Lord is a God

who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. “The bows of the warriors

are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength. Those

who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry

are hungry no more. She who was barren has borne seven children, but

she who has had many sons pines away. “The Lord brings death and

makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. The Lord sends

poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. He raises the poor from

the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with

princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. “For the foundations of

the earth are the Lord’s; on them he has set the world. He will guard the

feet of his faithful servants, but the wicked will be silenced in the place of

darkness. “It is not by strength that one prevails; those who oppose the

Lord will be broken. The Most High will thunder from heaven; the Lord

will judge the ends of the earth. “He will give strength to his king and

exalt the horn of his anointed.” Then Elkanah went home to Ramah,

but the boy ministered before the Lord under Eli the priest.
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1 Samuel 3 (NIV)

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the

word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. One night Eli,

whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying

down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and

Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God

was. Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And

he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not

call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. Again the Lord

called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am;

you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet

been revealed to him. A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And

Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then

Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and

lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is

listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The Lord came

and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” And the Lord said to

Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the

ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. At that time I will carry out

against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end.

For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin

he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain

them. Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will

never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’ ” Samuel lay down until 
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morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He was

afraid to tell Eli the vision, but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.”

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked.

“Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if

you hide from me anything he told you.” So Samuel told him

everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let

him do what is good in his eyes.” The Lord was with Samuel as he grew

up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all Israel

from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a

prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there

he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.
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1 Samuel 4 (NIV)

And Samuel’s word came to all Israel. Now the Israelites went out to fight

against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the

Philistines at Aphek. The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel,

and as the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who

killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. When the soldiers

returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the Lord bring

defeat on us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the

Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that he may go with us and save us from

the hand of our enemies.” So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they

brought back the ark of the covenant of the Lord Almighty, who is

enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and

Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. When the ark

of the Lord’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great

shout that the ground shook. Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked,

“What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” When they learned that

the ark of the Lord had come into the camp, the Philistines were afraid.

“A god has come into the camp,” they said. “Oh no! Nothing like this has

happened before. We’re doomed! Who will deliver us from the hand of

these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all

kinds of plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you

will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and

fight!” So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and

every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty

thousand foot soldiers. The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two

sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. That same day a Benjamite ran 
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from the battle line and went to Shiloh with his clothes torn and dust on

his head. When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side

of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the ark of God. When

the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town

sent up a cry. Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of

this uproar?” The man hurried over to Eli, who was ninety-eight years

old and whose eyes had failed so that he could not see. He told Eli, “I

have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day.” Eli asked,

“What happened, my son?” The man who brought the news replied,

“Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered heavy

losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark

of God has been captured.” When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell

backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and

he died, for he was an old man, and he was heavy. He had led Israel forty

years. His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and

near the time of delivery. When she heard the news that the ark of God

had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were

dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor

pains. As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair;

you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any

attention. She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The Glory has departed

from Israel”—because of the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of

her father-in-law and her husband. She said, “The Glory has departed

from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 
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1 Samuel 8 (NIV)

When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders. The

name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah,

and they served at Beersheba. But his sons did not follow his ways.

They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and

perverted justice. So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came

to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do

not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other

nations have.” But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this

displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. And the Lord told him:

“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have

rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they have done

from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me

and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen to them;

but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign

over them will claim as his rights.” Samuel told all the words of the Lord

to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, “This is what the

king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons

and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in

front of his chariots. Some he will assign to be commanders of

thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and

reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment

for his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks

and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive

groves and give them to his attendants. He will take a tenth of your

grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 
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Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys

he will take for his own use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you

yourselves will become his slaves. When that day comes, you will cry

out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer

you in that day.” But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they

said. “We want a king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations,

with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the

Lord. The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” Then

Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”
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1 Samuel 13:1-15 (NIV)

Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over

Israel forty- two years. Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two

thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel,

and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of

the men he sent back to their homes. Jonathan attacked the Philistine

outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the

trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 

So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost,

and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people

were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. The Philistines assembled to fight

Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and

soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and

camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. When the Israelites saw that

their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid

in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. Some

Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul

remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 

He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come

to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. So he said, “Bring me the

burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the

burnt offering. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived,

and Saul went out to greet him. “What have you done?” asked Samuel.

Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did

not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at

Mikmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at 
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Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer

the burnt offering.” “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You

have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he

would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now

your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his

own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not

kept the Lord’s command.” Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to

Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with him. They

numbered about six hundred.

13 

14 

15 

  

24



Notes

25



1 Samuel 17 (NIV)

Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at

Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh

and Azekah. Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley

of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. The

Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley

between them. A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came

out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span. He had

a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze

weighing five thousand shekels; on his legs he wore bronze greaves,

and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. His spear shaft was like a

weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield

bearer went ahead of him. Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of

Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine,

and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come

down to me. If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your

subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects

and serve us.” Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of

Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” On hearing the

Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from

Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very

old. Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The

firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. 

David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, but David

went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 
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For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening

and took his stand. Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of

roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry

to their camp. Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their

unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance from

them. They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah,

fighting against the Philistines.” Early in the morning David left the flock

in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed.

He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions,

shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their

lines facing each other. David left his things with the keeper of

supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 

As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath,

stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David

heard it. Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in

great fear. Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this

man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give

great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter

in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” David

asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who

kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this

uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living

God?” They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him,

“This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” When Eliab,

David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with

anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with 
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whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how

conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to

watch the battle.” “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even

speak?” He then turned away to someone else and brought up the

same matter, and the men answered him as before. What David said

was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. David said

to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant

will go and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against

this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been

a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant has

been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried

off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the

sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck

it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this

uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied

the armies of the living God. The Lord who rescued me from the paw of

the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this

Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” Then Saul

dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a

bronze helmet on his head. David fastened on his sword over the tunic

and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go

in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took

them off. Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones

from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with

his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. Meanwhile, the

Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 
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David. He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a

boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. He said

to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the

Philistine cursed David by his gods. “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give

your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” David said to the

Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I

come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver

you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This

very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and

the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in

Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear

that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you

into our hands.” As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran

quickly toward the battle line to meet him. Reaching into his bag and

taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead.

The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 

So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a

sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. David

ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew

it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword.

When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.

Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and

pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath and to the gates of Ekron.

Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 

When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they 
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plundered their camp. David took the Philistine’s head and brought it

to Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. As Saul

watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner,

commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” Abner

replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” The king

said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” As soon as David

returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him

before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. “Whose son

are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am the son of your

servant Jesse of Bethlehem.”
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1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit

with David, and he loved him as himself. From that day Saul kept David

with him and did not let him return home to his family. And Jonathan

made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan

took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his

tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. Whatever mission Saul

sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in

the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. When

the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the

women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with

singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. As

they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens

of thousands.” Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly.

“They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me

with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” And

from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. The next day an evil

spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his

house, while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a

spear in his hand and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to

the wall.” But David eluded him twice. Saul was afraid of David,

because the Lord was with David but had departed from Saul. So he

sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand

men, and David led the troops in their campaigns. In everything he did

he had great success, because the Lord was with him. When Saul saw

how successful he was, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and Judah 
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loved David, because he led them in their campaigns. Saul said to

David, “Here is my older daughter Merab. I will give her to you in

marriage; only serve me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.” For

Saul said to himself, “I will not raise a hand against him. Let the

Philistines do that!” But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my

family or my clan in Israel, that I should become the king’s son-in-law?” 

So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be given to David,

she was given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah. Now Saul’s daughter

Michal was in love with David, and when they told Saul about it, he was

pleased. “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that she may be a snare

to him and so that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” So

Saul said to David, “Now you have a second opportunity to become my

son-in-law.” Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David

privately and say, ‘Look, the king likes you, and his attendants all love

you; now become his son-in-law.’ ” They repeated these words to

David. But David said, “Do you think it is a small matter to become the

king’s son-in-law? I’m only a poor man and little known.” When Saul’s

servants told him what David had said, Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The

king wants no other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine

foreskins, to take revenge on his enemies.’ ” Saul’s plan was to have

David fall by the hands of the Philistines. When the attendants told

David these things, he was pleased to become the king’s son-in-law. So

before the allotted time elapsed, David took his men with him and

went out and killed two hundred Philistines and brought back their

foreskins. They counted out the full number to the king so that David

might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him his daughter 
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Michal in marriage. When Saul realized that the Lord was with David

and that his daughter Michal loved David, Saul became still more afraid

of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days. The Philistine

commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did,

David met with more success than the rest of Saul’s officers, and his

name became well known.
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1 Samuel  23:1-24:7 (NIV)

When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah

and are looting the threshing floors,” he inquired of the Lord, saying,

“Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” The Lord answered him, “Go,

attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” But David’s men said to him,

“Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, then, if we go to Keilah

against the Philistine forces!” Once again David inquired of the Lord,

and the Lord answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give

the Philistines into your hand.” So David and his men went to Keilah,

fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy

losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. (Now Abiathar

son of Ahimelek had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to

David at Keilah.) Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he

said, “God has delivered him into my hands, for David has imprisoned

himself by entering a town with gates and bars.” And Saul called up all

his forces for battle, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 

When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said to

Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod.” David said, “Lord, God of Israel,

your servant has heard definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and

destroy the town on account of me. Will the citizens of Keilah

surrender me to him? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard?

Lord, God of Israel, tell your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will.” Again

David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to

Saul?” And the Lord said, “They will.” So David and his men, about six

hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving from place to place.

When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go 
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there. David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the

Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give

David into his hands. While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph,

he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. And Saul’s son

Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.

“Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand on you.

You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father

Saul knows this.” The two of them made a covenant before the Lord.

Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh. The Ziphites

went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding among us in the

strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? Now,

Your Majesty, come down whenever it pleases you to do so, and we will

be responsible for giving him into your hands.” Saul replied, “The Lord

bless you for your concern for me. Go and get more information. Find

out where David usually goes and who has seen him there. They tell me

he is very crafty. Find out about all the hiding places he uses and come

back to me with definite information. Then I will go with you; if he is in

the area, I will track him down among all the clans of Judah.” So they

set out and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in

the Desert of Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. Saul and his men

began the search, and when David was told about it, he went down to

the rock and stayed in the Desert of Maon. When Saul heard this, he

went into the Desert of Maon in pursuit of David. Saul was going along

one side of the mountain, and David and his men were on the other side,

hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on

David and his men to capture them, a messenger came to Saul, saying, 
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“Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding the land.” Then Saul broke off

his pursuit of David and went to meet the Philistines. That is why they

call this place Sela Hammahlekoth. And David went up from there and

lived in the strongholds of En Gedi. After Saul returned from pursuing

the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” So Saul

took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look

for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. He came to the

sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve

himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. The men said,

“This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your

enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David

crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. Afterward, David

was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. He said

to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master,

the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the

Lord.” With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not

allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
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1 Samuel 30:1-31:13 (NIV)

David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites

had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it,

and had taken captive the women and everyone else in it, both young

and old. They killed none of them, but carried them off as they went on

their way. When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it

destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 

So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep.

David’s two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail,

the widow of Nabal of Carmel. David was greatly distressed because the

men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of

his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the Lord his God. 

Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, “Bring me

the ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him, and David inquired of the Lord,

“Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?” “Pursue them,”

he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the

rescue.” David and the six hundred men with him came to the Besor

Valley, where some stayed behind. Two hundred of them were too

exhausted to cross the valley, but David and the other four hundred

continued the pursuit. They found an Egyptian in a field and brought

him to David. They gave him water to drink and food to eat— part of a

cake of pressed figs and two cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for

he had not eaten any food or drunk any water for three days and three

nights. David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where do you come

from?” He said, “I am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master

abandoned me when I became ill three days ago. We raided the Negev 
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of the Kerethites, some territory belonging to Judah and the Negev of

Caleb. And we burned Ziklag.” David asked him, “Can you lead me

down to this raiding party?” He answered, “Swear to me before God that

you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, and I will take you

down to them.” He led David down, and there they were, scattered

over the countryside, eating, drinking and reveling because of the great

amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the Philistines and

from Judah. David fought them from dusk until the evening of the next

day, and none of them got away, except four hundred young men who

rode off on camels and fled. David recovered everything the

Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. Nothing was missing:

young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. David

brought everything back. He took all the flocks and herds, and his men

drove them ahead of the other livestock, saying, “This is David’s plunder.”

Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too

exhausted to follow him and who were left behind at the Besor Valley.

They came out to meet David and the men with him. As David and his

men approached, he asked them how they were. But all the evil men

and troublemakers among David’s followers said, “Because they did not

go out with us, we will not share with them the plunder we recovered.

However, each man may take his wife and children and go.” David

replied, “No, my brothers, you must not do that with what the Lord has

given us. He has protected us and delivered into our hands the raiding

party that came against us. Who will listen to what you say? The share

of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him

who went down to the battle. All will share alike.” David made this a 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

41



statute and ordinance for Israel from that day to this. When David

reached Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judah, who

were his friends, saying, “Here is a gift for you from the plunder of the

Lord’s enemies.” David sent it to those who were in Bethel, Ramoth

Negev and Jattir; to those in Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa and Rakal; to

those in the towns of the Jerahmeelites and the Kenites; to those in

Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athak and Hebron; and to those in all the other

places where he and his men had roamed. Now the Philistines fought

against Israel; the Israelites fled before them, and many fell dead on

Mount Gilboa. The Philistines were in hot pursuit of Saul and his sons,

and they killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua. The

fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook him,

they wounded him critically. Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your

sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come

and run me through and abuse me.” But his armor-bearer was terrified

and would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. When the

armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died

with him. So Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer and all his

men died together that same day. When the Israelites along the valley

and those across the Jordan saw that the Israelite army had fled and that

Saul and his sons had died, they abandoned their towns and fled. And

the Philistines came and occupied them. The next day, when the

Philistines came to strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons

fallen on Mount Gilboa. They cut off his head and stripped off his

armor, and they sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines

to proclaim the news in the temple of their idols and among their 
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people. They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and

fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. When the people of Jabesh

Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, all their valiant men

marched through the night to Beth Shan. They took down the bodies of

Saul and his sons from the wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where

they burned them. Then they took their bones and buried them under

a tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they fasted seven days.
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	3 4 5 6 7 10 14 17 20 23 26 3236 40
	Series Introduction 1 Samuel tells the story of three great leaders in the history of Israel; Samuel, Saul and David. Prior to 1 Samuel we have the book of Judges and Ruth. Both books end by making us look forward to a time when King David would rule on the throne. Judges ends with a comment on the social upheaval of Israel without a king, and Ruth ends with a genealogy that runs up to David.
	1 Samuel is a book about leadership. But the point that it makes about leadership is not something you will find among the countless number of books on leadership, or on various podcasts. The point that 1 Samuel makes is that we need to follow a leader who will obey God and faithfully lead Israel to God. God will humble wicked and proud leaders, but the leader who is humble God will exalt.
	Ultimately 1 Samuel points us forward to Jesus, the true king of Israel, and the head of God’s church (Eph 1). What 1 Samuel shows us in shadows, Jesus reveals fully. He is the one we are to follow. Our mindset is to be the same as the Lord Jesus as we serve together in God’s kingdom, for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil 2:1-11). There is none like the LORD, our Ruler and King.
	Preparing for Growth Group 1) Use the COMA Method for yourself to study the upcoming passage.
	2) Consider how you will use the COMA tool for your group. For example, will you use butcher’s paper, post-it notes or a whiteboard? Which questions will you do in groups of 2-3, and when will you discuss as a larger group?
	3) Consider the big questions that might come up from the passage, and consult your co-leader, coach, the leader’s resources or a commentary to help address them.
	4) Go back over your one thing from last week. Consider where did you get stuck? What can you do to get unstuck? How can you set an example of being a growing follower of Jesus?
	5) Pray for yourself and your group.
	The Template To help you manage your time effectively, we recommend the following template for a group that meets for 2 hours. However, a good group leader will use the template with skill and finesse, adjusting the timing based on the needs of the group and the questions that may come up during the study.
	1) Connection (20 minutes)
	2) Check-in and pray in small groups (20 minutes)
	3) Bible Study (1 hour and 20 minutes)
	Context (5 minutes)
	Observation (25 minutes)
	Meaning (20 minutes)
	Application (30 minutes)
	The Check In Here are three simple questions you can ask each other to check in and spur each other on to grow more like Jesus each week.
	1) What are you thankful to God for? This is an opportunity to look at what God has been doing for you, what are you grateful for? Where have you seen his provision in your life?
	2) What would you like God to do? Our heavenly Father is good and he loves to give good gifts to his children. Know and believe that he is the sovereign Lord and he is able to do all things.
	3) Where did you get stuck with your one thing last week? If your partner got stuck, spend some time thinking about how you can help each other get unstuck.

	Once you have asked these questions of each other, bring these matters to God in prayer.
	The COMA Method Context Recalling what we have read previously, so that we can understand what we are reading now.
	Context 1: With Bibles closed, remind one another what we have seen so far in the book of 1 Samuel.
	Observation Coming to the Bible with curiosity and intrigue, carefully examining what it says.
	Observation 1: Pray, read and mark up the passage.
	Observation 2: In groups of 2 or 3, share things that stood out to you and things that you have questions about.
	Observation 3A: Draw up a storyboard/ timeline of the different events that unfold in this section. OR Observation 3B: Draw up a table and compare two of the major characters in the chapter.
	Meaning Discovering the main point that the human author was intending for their original audience.
	Meaning 1: In groups of 2-3 consider what the author of Samuel want his original readers to understand about:
	God
	Leadership
	Meaning 2: As a group, consider how the passage anticipates or foreshadows the Lord Jesus Christ.
	Application Asking how we are to respond to God’s word.
	Application 1: As a large group, gather together a “basket of ideas” for how we could apply this passage to different parts of our lives using the questions below.
	Head: What thoughts or beliefs have been confirmed or challenged by God’s word? Heart: What has God revealed about an attitude or idol that I need to deal with? Hands: What behaviours am I being convicted that I need to stop/ start/ keep doing?
	Application 2: On your own, write down your ‘one thing’ and identify  how you will put it into practice.
	Application 3: In groups of 2 or 3 ask each other how you will put your ‘one thing’ into practice. Push each other to be specific about the details.
	Application 4: In the same groups, pray for each other to do this.
	1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 (NIV) There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 3 Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the Lord. 4 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord had closed her womb. 6 Because the Lord had closed Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the Lord, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s house. 10 In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 12 As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli
	thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.” 15 “Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the Lord. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” 17 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.” 18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.” 21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the Lord, and he will live there always.” 23 “Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the Lord make good his word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. 27 I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I
	asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there. 2:1 Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord my horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. 2 “There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 3 “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the Lord is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. 4 “The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength. 5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry are hungry no more. She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines away. 6 “The Lord brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. 7 The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 8 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. “For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s; on them he has set the world. 9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. “It is not by strength that one prevails; 10 those who oppose the Lord will be broken. The Most High will thunder from heaven; the Lord will judge the ends of the earth. “He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 11 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the Lord under Eli the priest.
	Notes
	1 Samuel 3 (NIV) The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’ ” 15 Samuel lay down until
	morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.
	Notes
	1 Samuel 4 (NIV) And Samuel’s word came to all Israel. Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek. 2 The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. 3 When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the Lord bring defeat on us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that he may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5 When the ark of the Lord’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the ground shook. 6 Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, “What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” When they learned that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid. “A god has come into the camp,” they said. “Oh no! Nothing like this has happened before. 8 We’re doomed! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. 9 Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!” 10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 12 That same day a Benjamite ran
	from the battle line and went to Shiloh with his clothes torn and dust on his head. 13 When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the ark of God. When the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town sent up a cry. 14 Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of this uproar?” The man hurried over to Eli, 15 who was ninety-eight years old and whose eyes had failed so that he could not see. 16 He told Eli, “I have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day.” Eli asked, “What happened, my son?” 17 The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” 18 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man, and he was heavy. He had led Israel forty years. 19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor pains. 20 As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any attention. 21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The Glory has departed from Israel”—because of the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 She said, “The Glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”
	Notes
	1 Samuel 8 (NIV) When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his rights.” 10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16
	Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.”
	Notes
	1 Samuel 13:1-15 (NIV) Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty- two years. 2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. 3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. 5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 11 “What have you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at
	Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” 15 Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred.
	Notes
	1 Samuel 17 (NIV) Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. 12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old. 13 Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 16
	For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand. 17 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18 Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance from them. 19 They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.” 20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?” 27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with
	whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” 29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” 33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to
	David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 52 Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 53 When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they
	plundered their camp. 54 David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. 55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” 57 As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.”
	Notes
	1 Samuel 18 (NIV) After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 5 Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. 6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” 8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. 10 The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice. 12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had departed from Saul. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns. 14 In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was with him. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah
	loved David, because he led them in their campaigns. 17 Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab. I will give her to you in marriage; only serve me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.” For Saul said to himself, “I will not raise a hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!” 18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my family or my clan in Israel, that I should become the king’s son-in-law?” 19 So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah. 20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with David, and when they told Saul about it, he was pleased. 21 “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that she may be a snare to him and so that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said to David, “Now you have a second opportunity to become my son-in-law.” 22 Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David privately and say, ‘Look, the king likes you, and his attendants all love you; now become his son-in-law.’ ” 23 They repeated these words to David. But David said, “Do you think it is a small matter to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m only a poor man and little known.” 24 When Saul’s servants told him what David had said, 25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king wants no other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine foreskins, to take revenge on his enemies.’ ” Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the hands of the Philistines. 26 When the attendants told David these things, he was pleased to become the king’s son-in-law. So before the allotted time elapsed, 27 David took his men with him and went out and killed two hundred Philistines and brought back their foreskins. They counted out the full number to the king so that David might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him his daughter
	Michal in marriage. 28 When Saul realized that the Lord was with David and that his daughter Michal loved David, 29 Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days. 30 The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met with more success than the rest of Saul’s officers, and his name became well known.
	Notes
	1 Samuel  23:1-24:7 (NIV) When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing floors,” 2 he inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” The Lord answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” 3 But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!” 4 Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.” 5 So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 6 (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelek had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to David at Keilah.) 7 Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he said, “God has delivered him into my hands, for David has imprisoned himself by entering a town with gates and bars.” 8 And Saul called up all his forces for battle, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 9 When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod.” 10 David said, “Lord, God of Israel, your servant has heard definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the town on account of me. 11 Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to him? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? Lord, God of Israel, tell your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will.” 12 Again David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to Saul?” And the Lord said, “They will.” 13 So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving from place to place. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go
	there. 14 David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands. 15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16 And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 17 “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” 18 The two of them made a covenant before the Lord. Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh. 19 The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 20 Now, Your Majesty, come down whenever it pleases you to do so, and we will be responsible for giving him into your hands.” 21 Saul replied, “The Lord bless you for your concern for me. 22 Go and get more information. Find out where David usually goes and who has seen him there. They tell me he is very crafty. 23 Find out about all the hiding places he uses and come back to me with definite information. Then I will go with you; if he is in the area, I will track him down among all the clans of Judah.” 24 So they set out and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in the Desert of Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. 25 Saul and his men began the search, and when David was told about it, he went down to the rock and stayed in the Desert of Maon. When Saul heard this, he went into the Desert of Maon in pursuit of David. 26 Saul was going along one side of the mountain, and David and his men were on the other side, hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on David and his men to capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying,
	“Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding the land.” 28 Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went to meet the Philistines. That is why they call this place Sela Hammahlekoth. 29 And David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of En Gedi. 24:1 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. 3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
	Notes
	1 Samuel 30:1-31:13 (NIV) David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it, 2 and had taken captive the women and everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of them, but carried them off as they went on their way. 3 When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. 5 David’s two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the Lord his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, “Bring me the ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?” “Pursue them,” he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.” 9 David and the six hundred men with him came to the Besor Valley, where some stayed behind. 10 Two hundred of them were too exhausted to cross the valley, but David and the other four hundred continued the pursuit. 11 They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David. They gave him water to drink and food to eat—12 part of a cake of pressed figs and two cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for he had not eaten any food or drunk any water for three days and three nights. 13 David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where do you come from?” He said, “I am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master abandoned me when I became ill three days ago. 14 We raided the Negev
	of the Kerethites, some territory belonging to Judah and the Negev of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag.” 15 David asked him, “Can you lead me down to this raiding party?” He answered, “Swear to me before God that you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, and I will take you down to them.” 16 He led David down, and there they were, scattered over the countryside, eating, drinking and reveling because of the great amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from Judah. 17 David fought them from dusk until the evening of the next day, and none of them got away, except four hundred young men who rode off on camels and fled. 18 David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. 19 Nothing was missing: young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. David brought everything back. 20 He took all the flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of the other livestock, saying, “This is David’s plunder.” 21 Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to follow him and who were left behind at the Besor Valley. They came out to meet David and the men with him. As David and his men approached, he asked them how they were. 22 But all the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers said, “Because they did not go out with us, we will not share with them the plunder we recovered. However, each man may take his wife and children and go.” 23 David replied, “No, my brothers, you must not do that with what the Lord has given us. He has protected us and delivered into our hands the raiding party that came against us. 24 Who will listen to what you say? The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike.” 25 David made this a
	statute and ordinance for Israel from that day to this. 26 When David reached Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judah, who were his friends, saying, “Here is a gift for you from the plunder of the Lord’s enemies.” 27 David sent it to those who were in Bethel, Ramoth Negev and Jattir; 28 to those in Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa 29 and Rakal; to those in the towns of the Jerahmeelites and the Kenites; 30 to those in Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athak 31 and Hebron; and to those in all the other places where he and his men had roamed. 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled before them, and many fell dead on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines were in hot pursuit of Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua. 3 The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook him, they wounded him critically. 4 Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me through and abuse me.” But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 5 When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him. 6 So Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together that same day. 7 When the Israelites along the valley and those across the Jordan saw that the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and his sons had died, they abandoned their towns and fled. And the Philistines came and occupied them. 8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They cut off his head and stripped off his armor, and they sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to proclaim the news in the temple of their idols and among their
	people. 10 They put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. 11 When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all their valiant men marched through the night to Beth Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 13 Then they took their bones and buried them under a tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they fasted seven days.
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