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When you think about the Nativity, which characters come to mind? List as many as you can recall.
Who in the Christmas story do you most identify with and why?
Begin by reading Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 1:18-25.
Compare and contrast these two Gospel accounts.
As where Luke shares Mary’s experience of the Nativity, Matthew focusses on Joseph’s account.
Why do you think this is?
While a betrothal in Mary and Joseph’s day was similar to our modern-day engagements, it was
actually a much more permanent relationship, nearly equivalent to marriage. It was more legally
binding, hence the need for Joseph to “divorce” Mary. With this in mind, describe what Joseph
must have been thinking and feeling? How do you think you would have responded to the news of
Mary and the angel’s message?
How does this passage describe Joseph, his character and conduct?
What was Joseph doing when the angel visited him? What did the angel command him to do?
According to v.22-23 what did all of this accomplish?
What do the names “Jesus” and “Immanuel” mean? How are these particularly encouraging to you
in this season of life? Explain.
The genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-17) serves as a thesis for the rest of the book. It shows us
that God keeps His promises to His people and extends grace to the least deserving. How do you
see each of these fulfilled in this passage? What promises are being kept? To whom does God
extend grace?
If the account from this passage of Scripture is new to you, what most stands out to you as you
hear it today? If you are already familiar with this passage, what most catches your attention as
you read it again?
How does this passage of Scripture most comfort and/or convict you personally?

