Genesis i-xi || Week 3 || Discussion Questions
What makes humans different from all other animals and creatures? List as many distinguishing
characteristics and abilities as you can.
Discuss the significance of each of the following unique traits:
• We are created with a spirit, which gives us the capacity to have a relationship with God.
• God has given each of us a conscience.
• We also have a heart (not the organ), which is the center of our feelings, emotions,
volition, and thinking. Our heart directs the cause of our life.
Read Genesis 1:26-28, as well as Genesis 2:7 and discuss the following.
Compare and contrast God’s creation of man with the rest of creation. What is similar? What is
most different?
Man is the apex or crown jewel of God’s creation. What hints are given in the text to support this
claim?
Consider Moses’ original audience. The Israelites were quite familiar with Egyptian culture, where
pharaohs were seen as sons of God. In their culture only the king was seen as an image bearer.
How does the God of Israel and His image bearing humanity contrast the Egyptian worldview?
Explain.
To be human is to be an image bearer. Texts like Genesis 9:6, James 3:9, and 1st Corinthians
11:7 affirm this truth, even after the fall. Therefore, even sinful man is considered an image
bearer. How does this grant dignity to all mankind?
How would belief in this doctrine most change our world today? How would it most change
you?
To image God is to reflect and represent something of God to the world. How can we best do
this? Explain.
Jesus is the perfect image of God (Colossians 1:15 and Hebrews 1:3). With this is mind, how
do you think we might display God more fully to the world?
What about the above Scripture and discussion has most comforted and/or convicted you?

