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Acts serves as a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. It records 
the progress of the early church and the movement of 
the gospel from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, to the 
ends of the earth. This study will examine how the gospel 
made its way to us, as well as how it will reach others. This 
series will not cover Acts in its entirety, rather it will focus on 
significant missional highlights. As we survey the key events 
and movements of this book, we also want to consider its 

personal and corporate implications. 

This study will call attention to the kinds of individuals God 
works through, the characteristics that mark His church, and 
how these things should impact our lives today. This resource 
provides an outline of our study, along with key verses, 
passages, chapter summaries, D-Group discussion guides, 
family equipping activities, as well as space for taking notes. 

May the Lord use this series to help us faithfully fulfill our part 
in the gospel going forward.
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Each week of the series (10 weeks total) contains four sections:

1) Main passage(s) covered in the sermon

2) A place to journal or take notes

3) A discussion guide with questions and

4) A family discipleship guide.

Use the first two sections to study, read ahead, and write out thoughts 

and reflections during the message. Missed a week? No problem! 

View our past services with the code below to catch up if needed. 

The discussion questions can be used within your D-Group time, 

with just your spouse, or yourself. Finally, the Family Discipleship 

guide is there to provide ideas, topics of conversation, and points to 

help parents facilitate and teach alongside the series at a kids-level 

understanding. Additionally, there are resources located at the back 

for adults and families to assist or further your study into Acts.

 View Service Recordings  View Series Webpage

How to use this series guide:



3

Week 1
The Commission
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Week 1: The Commission 

Acts 1:11

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had 
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering 
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 
“you heard from me; 5  for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he 
had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Key Verse: Acts 1:8
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Week 1
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 1:1-11 and discuss the following questions.

In your own words, describe the opening scene of this book. 

What specific instructions did Christ give His followers? 

Read the Great Commission from the accounts recorded in the 
Gospels (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-48; John 
20:21). How is the commission given here in Acts 1:8 similar to the 
other passages? How is it different?

If v.8 serves as a thesis statement for this book, what might we 
expect to see unfold as we work through this study of Scripture?

The commission is given for every believer in every age. How should 
this impact and inform the way we spend our lives today, individually 
and corporately as a church? What is the biggest hindrance to you 
living in this way and why?

What do you hope to learn or better understand from this series? 
How would you most like to grow? 
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Week 1: Family Discipleship Guide 

Memory Verse: “But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”  - Acts 1:8

Break it down:
What does the word power mean? 
It is the ability to do.

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.  The Trinity is 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Additional Resources: 
Listen to a Bedtime Bible Story about Acts 1 on 
Spotify: Bedtime Bible Stories *in bostonian* 
Episode 102: Jesus Preps His Disciples for a 
Big, Huge Mission

Talk Together:

When Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit 
came down.  As believers, we are to go near and 
far to tell others about Jesus Christ, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

Ask your child:
Who can you tell about Jesus?

 Week 1
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Summary:
Between Week 1 and Week 2 

Acts 1:12-26

The disciples returned to where they were staying in Jerusalem and in 
the upper room prayed together in one accord. Later, Peter addressed 
the total group of believers, which numbered about 120 persons. 
He affirmed Scripture as God’s divinely inspired Word. Needing a 
replacement for Judas and having two men qualified for apostleship, 
they cast lots. The lot fell on Matthias.
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Week 2
Power & Preaching
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Week 2: Power & Preaching

Acts 2:1-41

Gospel Growth Verses Acts 2:37-41

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from 
this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
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Week 2
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 2:1-13 and discuss the following questions.

As a result of the Holy Spirit’s filling, what were believers enabled 
and empowered to do? How were these believers mocked and 
misunderstood?

How does this help us better understand the Spirit’s power and 
work? Explain.

Consider Acts 2:14-41 together. 

What are some things that stand out to you in Peter’s sermon? What 
are some of his main points? Which portions of Scripture does he 
quote?

How did the audience respond to hearing Peter’s gospel 
proclamation? What did Peter urge them to do?

What are some personal and corporate implications of this passage? 
How should this influence our daily lives?
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Week 2: Family Discipleship Guide 

As a family, read Acts 2:1-21.

When Jesus ascended into Heaven, He said the Holy Spirit  
would come on them and bring power so that we could be 
witnesses for Him throughout the earth.

On the day of Pentecost, there were about 120 followers of 
Christ gathered together.  While they were gathered, the Holy 
Spirit came as a mighty rushing wind and tongues like flames 
appeared and rested on each one.  Jesus had promised He 
would send the Holy Spirit and He did!  Remarkable things 
started happening! 

Activity: 

Learn a new language!  Choose a few words to learn in a 
second language.  For example, God in German is Gott!

Additional Resources: 
God Sends the Holy Spirit - Video Story

Questions to Discuss Together:

What amazing thing happened when 
the Holy Spirit came down?

Through the power of the Holy Spirit everyone 
around was able to hear about the magnificent 

acts of God!
 

Why was this such an important moment?

 Week 2
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Summary:
Between Week 2 and Week 3 

Acts 2:42-6:7
 
Chapter 2 concludes with a snapshot of what early Christian community 
looked like. They regularly came together to worship and praise God, 
to read and study His Word, as well as for prayer and fellowship. They 
genuinely took care of one another with glad and sincere hearts, and 
the Lord continued to add to their number daily (2:47).

In chapter 3 Peter, a blind beggar, is healed in the name of Jesus Christ. 
This causes quite a stir and prompts Peter to preach at Solomon’s 
Portico. He makes it clear that the man was healed by the faith that 
comes through Christ (3:16). He calls the people to repentance and 
faith. Despite being arrested for the message of the gospel, thousands 
respond by placing their trust in Jesus and the number of followers 
increased to what could have been in excess of 10,000 at this point 
(4:4).

When Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin in chapter 4, 
they plainly state the fact: salvation comes through Christ alone (4:12). 
The council charged them to speak no more of Jesus and threatened 
harm, but ultimately released them. Upon being released Peter and 
John gathered with the saints and continued to proclaim the Word of 
God boldly (4:31).

Chapter 5 tells the story of Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11). Through many 
signs and wonders the Lord continued to work through His people. 
People were coming to faith in multitudes (5:14). More persecution to 
the apostles. They were arrested and beaten, but upon release, they 
praised God that they were counted worthy to suffer for the Name (5:41).

The opening portion of chapter 6 describes the circumstances that 
led to the institution of the first deacons. The church was growing and 
increasing in number (6:1). This growth brought new challenges and 
needs. The church came together to meet the need and the number of 
disciples multiplied (6:7).

Gospel Growth Verses: 2:47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:1; 6:7
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Week 3
Persecution & 
People of Faith
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Week 3: Persecution & People of Faith

Acts 6:18-9:19a

Acts 6:8-10
And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue 
of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 
Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which 
he was speaking.

Acts 7:54 - 8:3
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 
their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And 
he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 
8 And Saul approved of his execution.
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering 
house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to 
prison.

Acts 8:18-24
Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the 
apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, 
so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But 
Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you 
could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in 
this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your 
heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall[a] of bitterness 
and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, 
that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
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Week 3
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 1:8 before reading Acts 8:1. 

Where has the church been up to this point? What finally propels 
believers out of Jerusalem? 

How then should we view persecution, and why?

Consider the kinds of individuals God uses to move the gospel 
forward.

What words would you use to describe Stephen in Acts 6:8-10?

In the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-40, 
what characteristics mark Philip? How is he specifically able to 
help the Ethiopian eunuch? 

How does Simon miss the point in Acts 8:18-24? What is his 
primary error?

Read about Saul before his conversion in Acts 7:54-8:3. Now 
read of his conversion story in Acts 9:1-19a. How was Paul 
changed? How would you characterize Ananias? In what ways 
is he similar to Philip? What can we learn and takeaway from 
Paul’s Damascus road experience? Explain.

What are the corporate implications of this passage for the church?

How does this passage encourage and embolden you personally?
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Week 3: Family Discipleship Guide 

We are introduced to Stephen in Chapter 6.  The Bible tells 
us he was (v.5) a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.  It also 
says (v.8) he was full of grace and power and was performing 
great wonders and signs among the people.  This made some 
people angry with Stephan because (v.10) they were unable 
to stand up against his wisdom and the Spirit by whom he 
was speaking.  In their anger, they killed Stephan.  Before his 
death, he asked that those who were hurting him, would be 
forgiven of their sin (7:60).

The Holy Spirit played a powerful and important role in the life 
of Stephen.  Stephen was able to speak boldly and forgive his 
enemies because of the Holy Spirit.

Using what you now know about the Holy Spirit, take a look at 
a man named Saul in Chapter 9, verses 1-9.  Saul was a bad 
man.  He hated those who proclaimed Jesus as Messiah and 
imprisoned, hurt or even killed many of them.

In verses 10-18, we see how God uses a man named Ananias 
to do a powerful work for Saul, through the Holy Spirit.

Using your own words, retell the story of Saul and how his 
life was changed by Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

Now read Chapter 9, verse 20.  What did Saul immediately do 
after he received the Holy Spirit? Saul was a changed man!

Talk Together:

What is the role of the Holy Spirit?

-Empower
-Speak Truth

-Minister
-Lead

 Week 3
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Summary:
Between Week 3 and Week 4 

Acts 9:19-43
 
Saul proclaims the gospel in Damascus and Jerusalem. As a result, he 
experiences the same kind of persecution he formerly gave to others. 
A paralyzed man is healed and a dead man is raised to life. The church 
continues to multiply.

Gospel Growth Verses 9:31

"So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had 
peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied."
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Week 4
To The Gentiles
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Week 4: To The Gentiles 

Acts 10 

Gospel Growth Verses: Acts 10:44-48

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 
who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised 
who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to 
remain for some days.
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Week 4
Discussion Guide 

Consider Acts 10 together. What’s the main point of the passage?

What has Peter learned from his vision that prepares him to meet 
Cornelius? See Acts 10:27-29.

Read Acts 10:34-48. Now that Peter has the opportunity to tell 
Cornelius and the others whatever he wants, what does he highlight? 
Of all the things he could say, why this?

What is meant by “Good news of peace” in verse 36? Is it still 
relevant today?

The Holy Spirit had fallen on believers in Jerusalem (Acts 2) and 
in Samaria (Acts 8). Now the Holy Spirit has fallen on Gentiles in 
Caesarea. What is Luke emphasizing with this? See Acts 1:8.

How did Jesus want Peter to speak of him? See Acts 10:42-43. How 
does this inform the way we speak of Jesus today?

How does the church grow in this passage? How should this 
passage impact New Beginnings today?
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Week 4: Family Discipleship Guide 

Acts 10 is a reminder that the Gospel is for all people. In fact, 
Jesus said this in Matthew 28:19:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.”

We can see in Chapter 10 how the Holy Spirit led people to 
follow after Christ. 
(Read examples in v19-20 and v44-46)

The Church was growing!  How was this happening?
It was happening through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the faithful believers who were sharing the Gospel - just like 
Jesus commands us to do!

The Holy Spirit comes to live in us when we welcome Christ 
into our hearts, just like the believers in Acts 10.  It’s the same 
Holy Spirit that led with power, that can lead us too.

Talk Together:

Take this time to share with your family your 
Salvation story and how you’ve seen the Holy Spirit 

work in your life.

 Week 4
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Summary:
Between Week 4 and Week 5 

Acts 11:1-18
 
Peter returns to Jerusalem to report what happened among the Gentiles. 
Jewish Christians questioned Peter’s actions. However, as they listened 
it became evident and clear: God had led the Gentiles to respond to the 
gospel in faith. For this, they glorified God for granting repentance that 
leads to life.
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Week 5
The Church in Antioch
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Week 5: The Church in Antioch 

Acts 11:19-30
Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose 
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, 
speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of 
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to 
the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the 
Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the 
Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace 
of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the 
Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 
25  So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26  and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with 
the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples 
were first called Christians.

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that 
there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the 
days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one according 
to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did 
so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

See Additional Resources (pg 69) for an Acts 12 Devotional.

Acts 13:1-3
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying 
they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

Gospel Growth Verses: 11:21 & 11:24
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Week 5
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 11:19-30 and Acts 13:1-3 and discuss the following.

What characteristics mark the church in Antioch? How would you 
describe this congregation? 

What’s important to the believers in Antioch? What do they seem to 
most value and how can you tell?

How is Barnabas described in the text? Do you know people like 
this? How might a local church fellowship benefit from more men 
and women who exhibit these qualities? 

Notice the names of individuals in Acts 13:1. What do you make of 
their diversity? What does it tell us about Antioch, and what are the 
implications of this for New Beginnings?

What was the church doing when the Holy Spirit impressed them to 
send out Barnabas and Saul? Additionally, on a scale of 1-10, where 
do you think these two men ranked in value and worth to Antioch? 

Consider for a moment your answers to previous questions. How 
should this inform us as a congregation? How should it impact you 
personally?
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Week 5: Family Discipleship Guide 

Encourage your kids to define: "What is Church?".  Talk about 
how the Church is made up of believers of Jesus Christ.

What are some ways that people learn about and 
come to know Jesus?

Read Acts 11:1-3 together:
Now the apostles and the brothers who were 
throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 
saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 
them.”

Peter was being criticized by Jewish believers because they 
did not think Gentiles deserved the Gospel. But, being filled 
with the Holy Spirit, Peter knew that he was obeying God by 
sharing the good news of Jesus to the Gentiles.  He knew 
God was changing their hearts.

Talk Together:

Read Acts 11:18 together:
When they heard these things they fell silent. And 

they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also 
God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

  
How did the Jewish believers respond to the 

message Peter shared with them?

They knew Peter was a man who was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and praised God because He was 

allowing the Gentiles to be saved.

 Week 5
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Summary:
Between Week 5 and Week 6 

Acts 13:4-52
 
This passage covers the first few legs of Paul’s first missionary journey. 
One point of interest comes in v.9, where the Hebrew Saul is referred to 
by his Roman name, Paul. With exception of a few verses that reference 
earlier events (Acts 22:7, 22:13, and 26:14), Saul is called Paul from this 
point forward. He and Barnabas sailed to Cyprus, before going on to 
Perga and eventually stopping at the other Antioch—the one in Pisidia. 
While they were there, nearly the entire city gathered to hear the gospel 
preached (v.44), where many were saved (v.48). Persecution drove 
them out of the city and on to Iconium. 

www.thebiblejourney.org/
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Week 6
Courage & Strength
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Week 6: Courage & Strength 

Acts 14:19-28
Paul Stoned at Lystra

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the 
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing 
that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he 
rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they had preached the gospel to that 
city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when 
they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and 
fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 
And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to 
Attalia, 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been 
commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 
27 And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they 
declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened 
a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time with 
the disciples.

Gospel Growth Verses: 14:1 and 14:21

Key verse: Acts 14:27
And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they 
declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a 
door of faith to the Gentiles.
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Week 6
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 14 together and summarize it your own words. 

What are some highlights of the chapter? What most stands out to 
you and why?

Who in this passage exemplifies courageous living? Give some 
examples.

Paul could have left from Derbe and headed straight for Syrian 
Antioch, but he did not. Why? How does Paul’s travel route reveal 
his aim and values? Explain.

How were the churches tangibly encouraged and strengthened? 
What implications does this have upon us both as individuals and 
as a local church? Explain.

Read v.27 again and discuss its significance.

What about this passage most comforts and/or convicts you 
personally?
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Week 6: Family Discipleship Guide 

Paul and Barnabas spent time traveling and telling people 
about Jesus and also spent time performing miracles.  In Acts 
14:21, the Bible tells us:

“After they had preached the gospel in that town 
and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, 
to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the 
disciples by encouraging them to continue in faith 
and by telling them, ‘It is necessary to go through 
many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.’”

The local churches were filled with people who were followers 
of Jesus and were being changed by Him, and sharing 
with others the good news of Jesus Christ.  But, they were 
facing some hard things and needed a reminder that it would 
sometimes be hard when we follow after Christ.

We can be encouraged as believers to persevere through 
hard times by keeping the faith.  Some ways we can do this is 
through praying and fasting. 

Talk together about what it means to have faith.  Are you 
facing some hard things? Spend time praying together.

Answer Together:

Paul and Barnabas were speaking to the local 
churches and giving them encouragement to not 
give up.  In this verse, we see the word disciple.  

What is a disciple?

At NB, we define a disciple as one who follows 
Jesus, is being transformed by Jesus, and is 

involved in the mission of Jesus; to make disciples 
who make disciples.

 Week 6
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Summary:
Between Week 6 and Week 7 

Acts 15
 
This chapter records the Jerusalem Council and their discussion 
concerning Gentile believers. Some Jewish Christians believed the 
Gentile converts needed to be circumcised and follow the Mosaic 
law. As they discussed the matter the council affirmed that Jews and 
Gentiles alike are saved by grace (v.11). The chapter concludes with Paul 
and Barnabas separating over Mark. Because Mark had abandoned the 
team during their work in Pamphylia, Paul did not want him to bring 
him along; Barnabas did. The two spilt ways—Barnabas taking Mark 
on to Cyprus, while Paul was joined by Silas, where they continued 
strengthening the churches in Syria and Cilicia.
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Week 7
The Church in Philippi
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Week 7: The Church in Philippi 

Acts 16

Point of interest:
In Acts 16:10, Luke switches to the first person plural, 
meaning he is no longer telling of events as he has heard, 
but describing events that he personally witnessed as 
one who traveled alongside Paul.

Gospel Growth Verses: 16:5, 16:21,  and 16:31-34

16:5
"So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased 
in numbers daily."

16:21
"They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 
accept or practice.”

16:31-34
"And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour 
of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 
he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and 
set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household 
that he had believed in God."

Key verse: 16:14
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The 
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
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Week 7
Discussion Guide 

Read Acts 16:11-34 and discuss the following questions.

Compare and contrast the individuals in Philippi who were impacted 
by the gospel. What does this tell us about Christ and His gospel?

Where in Philippi does Paul’s message meet the most resistance, 
and why? Where is there the greatest pushback against the gospel 
today? Share some personal examples.

Consider Paul and Silas in prison. How is their behavior different 
than what one might expect? How does their outlook ultimately 
help the gospel go forward?

In what ways have you limited the gospel’s saving power? How 
does this passage encourage you to live differently?

How should this passage impact and inform us as a local church? 
Explain.
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Week 7: Family Discipleship Guide 

In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were traveling and evangelizing to 
the people. They came upon a girl who was filled with a spirit.  
They commanded the spirit to leave her in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  Her owners became very angry and had Paul and Silas 
arrested.

Read what happens next in verses 26-34.  Paul and Silas had 
an opportunity to escape from prison.  Instead, they used the 
opportunity to share about Jesus and His saving power with 
the jailer.  Not only was the jailer saved, but his family was too!

What can you learn from Paul and Silas?

Talk Together:

Read in verse 25 what Paul and Silas did while they 
were in prison.  

How would you react if you were being punished 
without deserving it?

 Week 7
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Word-Centered &  

Contextualized
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Week 8: Word-Centered & Contextualized 

Acts 17

Gospel Growth Verses: 17:4, 17:12, and 17:34

17:4
And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 
did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading 
women.

17:12
Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high 
standing as well as men.

17:34
But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were 
Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others 
with them.

Key verses: 

Acts 17:11b “they received the word with all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so”

Acts 17:24-27a
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is 
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he 
made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 
one of us,
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Week 8
Discussion Guide 

Consider Acts 17 together and share what most stands out to you 
about this chapter.

Describe Paul’s approach to ministry in Thessalonica. 

Read v.6 and consider the claims made against Paul and Silas. How 
telling is this? How does it point to the power of the gospel and offer 
encouragement to us today?

What do you think it means to be a “Berean believer”? What can we 
learn from the believers in Berea and apply to our lives? 

How does Paul contextualize the gospel in Athens? Describe some 
of the connections he makes to point to the good news of Christ.

Take a moment to share a few modern examples of contextualization 
today. Can you think of a personal example of how you might do 
this?

Conclude by discussing a  few personal and corporate implications 
of this passage. 
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Week 8: Family Discipleship Guide 

Paul is on his second mission trip with Silas.  In each place 
where they stopped and preached, they would talk in ways the 
people would understand.  For example, if you were someone 
who played baseball and understood all about baseball, Paul 
and Silas would have used lots of baseball examples to help 
you understand the gospel of Jesus Christ.

In each place, people had an opportunity to understand the 
gospel and choose to accept it or not. 

Paul and Silas did not always get a good reaction from the 
people they were telling about Jesus:

Acts 17:5 - But the Jews were jealous, and taking some 
wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the 
city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, 
seeking to bring them out to the crowd.

Acts 17:13 - But when the Jews from Thessalonica 
learned that the word of God was proclaimed by Paul 
at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and 
stirring up the crowds.

Acts 17:32 - Now when they heard of the resurrection 
of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will 
hear you again about this.”

This did not stop them from going place to place, sharing about 
Jesus. What can we learn from Paul and Silas?

Talk Together:

If you were to have a friend who did not know 
about Jesus and how He came to save us from 

our sins, how would share the good news?

 Week 8
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www.thebiblejourney.org/

Gospel Growth Verses: 18:8, 19:10, 19:20

Summary:
Between Week 8 and Week 9 

Acts 18-20:16

Paul proclaims the gospel in Corinth and continues to be persecuted 
as he completes his second missionary journey. He embarks on his 
third missionary journey to Ephesus where he sees John’s disciples 
converted, battles false teaching and hardship, and encourages 
churches in Macedonia, Greece, and Troas.
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Week 9
Steadfast Shepherds
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Week 9: Steadfast Shepherds 

Acts 20:17-38
Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to 
come to him.

18 And when they came to him, he said to them:
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first 
day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how 
I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and 
teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews 
and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 22  And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the 
Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy 
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 
24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only 
I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that 
none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will 
see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 
the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel 
of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves 
will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not 
cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I commend 
you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and 
to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted 
no one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things 
I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’”

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them 
all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul 
and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had 
spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him 
to the ship.
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Week 9
Discussion Guide 

Consider Acts 20:17-38 together. 

What’s the main point of the passage?

Look at the similarities between verses 17 and 27. What is Paul trying 
to model for the Ephesian elders? What can local church elders 
learn from this today?

What’s the relationship between the message of repentance in 
verse 21 and the message of grace in verse 24? How does this 
shape the message we believe and share today?

See verse 28. In what ways does God demonstrate his care for the 
church? How does this compare to the way you value the church?

How can God’s people imitate the same kind of sacrificial care for 
the church that Jesus shows in the gospel? 

How does the church grow in this passage? How should this 
passage impact New Beginnings today?
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Week 9: Family Discipleship Guide 

In Acts 20:28, Paul says:
“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God, which he purchased 
with his own blood.”

Paul is leaving his last words to the Ephesian elders.  He is 
reminding them how to take care of the people of the church.  
Paul uses the word ‘shepherd’ as a way to care for the 
believers.

From what you’ve read about Jesus being the Good Shepherd, 
how should shepherds (leaders) take care of their flock 
(church)?

You can also read Psalm 23 for another look at The Good 
Shepherd and how He takes care of us.

Talk Together:

Read John 10:1-18.  Jesus is explaining how He is 
the Good Shepherd.   

What does the Bible say in verses 3 and 4 about 
what a shepherd does for its sheep? 

 We can know from these verses that shepherds 
take care of their flock.  

What does the Bible say in verses 14 and 15
 about Jesus?

 Week 9
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Summary:
Between Week 9 and Week 10 

Acts 21-27
 
These chapters describe Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem, where he reveals his 
Roman citizenship. It follows him, his witness in Caesarea, and his path 
toward Rome. Along the way, Paul appears before the Sanhedrin, Felix, 
Festus, and King Agrippa II. He recounts his conversion and presents 
the gospel in each of these scenes. On his way to Rome, he encounters 
a great storm and is eventually shipwrecked. He and his entire party 
were safely brought to land.
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Week 10
The Gospel Goes Forward
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Week 10: The Gospel Goes Forward 

Acts 28:17-31
After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when 
they had gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing 
against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 When they had 
examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because there was no reason 
for the death penalty in my case. 19 But because the Jews objected, I was 
compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no charge to bring against my 
nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with 
you, since it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.” 
21 And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about 
you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken any evil 
about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your views are, for with 
regard to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against.”

23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in 
greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying 
to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from 
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by 
what he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, 
they departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right 
in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

26 “‘Go to this people, and say,
“You will indeed hear but never understand,
    and you will indeed see but never perceive.”
27 For this people's heart has grown dull,
    and with their ears they can barely hear,
    and their eyes they have closed;
lest they should see with their eyes
    and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart
    and turn, and I would heal them.’
28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent 
to the Gentiles; they will listen.”

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all 
who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

Gospel Growth Verses: Acts 28:23
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Week 10
Discussion Guide 

Consider Acts 28:11-31 together and discuss Paul’s time in Rome.

Where is he staying? What is he doing? How is he spending his 
time? 

According to Paul why was he in chains, and what did he mean 
in v.20? How was this hope for Israel? Additionally, why has the 
gospel been extended to the Gentiles (v.28)?

How do you interpret the ending of this book? Does it feel like the 
story is over, or does it feel more like a “to be continued…”? Explain.

The book closes with Paul preaching and teaching Christ boldly 
and unhindered. What hinders you from sharing the gospel? How 
might we each grow in boldness?

What are the personal and corporate implications of this passage?

Share and discuss some of your takeaways from this study of Acts. 
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Week 10: Family Discipleship Guide 

HELP ME TEACH THE BIBLE: ACTS
The Gospel Coaliation Podcast

thegospelcoalition.org

In this episode you’ll not only hear the sounds of a church office 
building under construction, you’ll also hear about how God is going 
about building his church as recorded in the book of Acts. Topics 
include:

• epic moments in redemptive history in Acts
• Acts as part two of Luke’s Gospel
• the main character of the book of Acts
• the structure of the book of Acts
• the cinematic sweep of Acts
• the Spirit falls on unexpected people
• questions about tongues
• sermons in the book of Acts
• implications and applications of the crucifixion and resurrection
• whether the early church is a model for the church today
• resources for teaching Acts

 Acts Episode:   How to Teach the Bible Series:
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Gospel Growth Verses

Acts 2:37-41

Acts 2:47

Acts 4:4

Acts 5:14

Acts 6:1

Acts 6:7

Acts 9:31

Acts 10:44-48

Acts 11:21

Acts 11:24

Acts 14:1

Acts 14:21

Acts 16:5

Acts 16:21

Acts 16:31-34

Acts 17:4

Acts 17:12

Acts 17:34

Acts 18:8

Acts 19:10

Acts 19:20

Acts 28:23
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Family Discipleship

JOSHUA PROJECT
Joshua Project is a research initiative seeking to highlight 
the ethnic people groups of the world with the fewest 
followers of Christ. Accurate, updated ethnic people 
group information is critical for understanding and 
completing the Great Commission.
joshuaproject.net

NEW CITY CATECHISM
The New City Catechism mobile app makes it easy to 
take all 52 questions and answers with you wherever 
you go. The free app also includes suggested Scripture 
readings, short prayers, and devotional commentary, 
as well as kid-friendly songs designed to help children 
memorize each question and answer.
newcitycatechism.com

PARENT CUE
The Parent Cue App cues you to have simple and 
meaningful faith-moments with your kid that will fit 
seamlessly into the daily rhythm of your life. Every parent 
has 936 weeks of influence from the time their child is 
born until they graduate. Parent Cue helps you count the 
weeks and connects you with practical things to read, do, 
or say to help you engage with the heart of your child this 
week.

Designed for parents of babies through high schoolers, these prompts will 
come in the form of videos and things to talk about in the morning, at mealtime, 
or while you are cuddling with your toddler or driving in the car. Each week 
there’s even a Phase Cue to help you understand the developmental phase 
your child is in today.

phone apps

Additional Resources: 
 Parent Cue App - Video Overview

Quick Start Guide for Parent Cue
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Family Discipleship

THE GOSPEL-CENTERED PARENT
Children make mistakes and, if they are honest, 
parents know they make mistakes too. So it’s easy for 
parents to live in fear, regret, confusion, and sometime 
hopelessness about parenting and the children they 
love. Is there a better way? Can you learn to live by 
faith, to trust the God who made you and your children 
with their past, present, and future? How can Christian 
parents live by faith as they parent their children?

This resource will help Christian parents apply the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to their families. Each lesson 
looks at parenting through the lens of God’s grace 
for sinners (parents and children) and gives parents a 
gospel-center to their parenting. Parents will learn how 
to live out the biblical principles of faith, repentance, 
and faithfulness to their calling as Christian parents 
with their children. 

books

INTENTIONAL PARENTING
No matter how good their intentions, all parents at times 
resort to quick-fix parenting: things we do to stop a kid’s 
negative or annoying behavior. Quick-fix parenting may 
temporarily ease a parent’s stress level, but it does little 
to positively impact a child’s future.

Intentional parenting is the opposite of quick-fix 
parenting. Intentional parenting is a way to raise 
children to become healthy, independent young adults. 
It’s based on solid principles which, applied over time, 
actually result in less-stressed parents and happier, 
better-adjusted, and more successful kids. Intentional 
parenting means you’ve got more than good intentions; 
you’ve got a plan.

Additional Resources
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Family Discipleship

THE GOSPEL GOES FORWARD
NB Kids Spotify Playlist

Listen to this fun mix of songs, podcasts, and worship for all ages!

THE GOSPEL GOES FORWARD
Worship Arts Spotify Playlist

Listen to all of the worship songs sung each week of this series.

playlists
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Acts 12 Devotional 

Acts 12 begins and ends with Herod Agrippa. It opens with his 
execution of John’s brother, James, and closes with the Lord 
striking the ruler down for not giving Him glory. Despite the 
continued persecution and evil leaders like Herod, v.24 points 
out: “the word of God increased and multiplied.” Stuck between 
is an incredible (and somewhat humorous) account of Peter 
being imprisoned and miraculously released. Take note of v.5—
“Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him to God 
was made by the church.” Believers were interceding for Peter, 
asking for his safe release. Despite being fervent in prayer, the 
church struggled to see that their prayer had actually already 
been answered. Perhaps they felt they were asking too much 
of God. Nevertheless, the Lord heard their cries and saved their 
friend. This story serves as a reminder to us to be found fervent 
and watchful in prayer, remembering there is nothing our God 
cannot do.
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Previous Sermons from Acts: 

Acts 2:42-27
from the Preach It! Series, Week 2

(05.24.2020)

Acts 6:1-7
from the For the Church Series, Week 1

(11.02.2020)


