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46 GROWING IN GRACE & KNOWLEDGE

For a quick video overview of 2nd Peter, scan this:

Share with your child:
In the New Testament book of 2nd Peter, Peter is writing a goodbye 
letter to the Christians (believers) in Asia Minor.  He says in verse 2:

“May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

This means the more we grow in knowing God and Jesus, the more 
grace and peace we will have in our lives. 

Peter also tells the believers to remember what God gave them through 
Jesus Christ (a life forever with Him) dying on the cross for our sins 
and rising again.  Peter knew the people would need to remember 
how much God loves them, and the promises that He had given to His 
people.

Apply with your child:
Faith is the foundation of a believer’s life. Faith is trusting and believing 
in God. Faith in God is believing that He can and will do all that He has 
promised.

Take this opportunity to talk with your child about what needs to 
happen in a person’s life for them to be saved from their sins and 
spend their eternal life with God in heaven.

Scan this QR Code to help guide your discussion about God’s Big 
Story and salvation!

Series Overview
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2nd Peter
Chapter 1 Family Lesson

2 Peter 1:5-8 Object Lesson
*this lesson can be broken into several smaller lessons*

This object lesson from 2 Peter will remind children that their faith in 
Christ is the foundation for everything a Christian does.
What you need:

• a container
• a sharpie marker
• six ping pong balls
• one bag of rice

READ: 2nd Peter 1:5-8 together:
5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness 
with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours 
and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

EXPLAIN: In verse 5, Peter says to supplement (add to) our faith.  That 
means our faith in Jesus comes first. Everything we do comes after our 
faith in Jesus. This container will be representing our faith in Jesus.

SAY: “After Peter stated that our faith comes first, He made a list 
of good things for us to do and be after we have put our faith in 
Jesus’ work on the cross. What is the first good thing in the list?” 
ANSWER: Virtue.
SAY: “What is virtue?" (Encourage your child to answer.) “Virtue 
is living a life that is good.   Doing the right thing and making 
good choices.”  
DO: Write the word VIRTUE on the ball with the sharpie marker.  
Have the child drop the ping pong ball into the container.

continued on next pages...
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48 GROWING IN GRACE & KNOWLEDGE

SAY: “What is the second thing on the list after virtue?”
ANSWER: Knowledge.
SAY: “What is knowledge?” (Allow for answers)
“Knowledge is to know about something.  Here in 2nd Peter, 
knowledge is knowing about God and the Bible.” 
DO: Write the word KNOWLEDGE on the ball with the sharpie 
marker.   Have the child drop the ping pong ball into the 
container. 
SAY:  “After we put our faith in Jesus, it is good to have virtue 
and knowledge, but our faith must come first to hold the virtue 
and knowledge together in our life.”

SAY: “What comes after knowledge in the list?”
ANSWER: Self-control.
SAY: “What is self-control?” (Allow for answers) “Self-control is 
having control of your actions, feelings, and words.”
DO: Write the word SELF-CONTROL on the ping pong ball with 
the sharpie marker. Have the child drop the ping pong ball into 
the container.
SAY: “God wants us to have a life full of virtue, knowledge, and 
self-control, but first we must put our faith in Him.  Without faith 
in God, our good works in our life will fall apart just like these 
ping pong balls would all roll away without this container to 
hold them together.”

SAY: “What is next on Peter’s list?”
ANSWER: Steadfastness.
SAY: “What is steadfastness?” (Allow for answers) “Steadfastness 
is keeping a set direction.  Moving in the right direction at all 
times and not giving up.” 
DO: Write the word STEADFASTNESS on the ping pong ball 
with the sharpie marker. Have the child drop the ping pong ball 
into the container.
SAY: “In order to be steadfast in our life we must first have faith 
in Jesus’ work on the cross.  It is hard to keep your life moving 
in the right direction if you do not know the right direction to 
go.  Having faith in Jesus helps you to know the right direction.”
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SAY: “What comes after steadfastness Peter’s list?”
ANSWER: Godliness.
SAY: “What is godliness?” (Allow for answers) “Godliness is 
living in the way God would want you to live.” 
DO: Write the word GODLINESS on the ping pong ball with the 
sharpie marker. Have the child drop the ping pong ball into the 
container. 
SAY:  “We cannot know how to live in the way God wants us to 
unless we first put our faith in Him.  Faith comes before all other 
good things we do in our life.”

SAY: “What is next on Peter’s list?”
ANSWER: Brotherly Affection.
SAY: “What is brotherly affection?” (Allow for answers)  “Brotherly 
affection is caring about the well-being of the people around 
you.”
DO: Write the word BROTHERLY AFFECTION on the ping pong 
ball with the sharpie marker. Have the child drop it into the 
container.
SAY: “Understanding how much God cared for us to send Jesus 
as a sacrifice for our sins will help us to then care for others.   
Remembering Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross will help us to make 
sacrifices in caring for others.   Our faith in Jesus must come 
first, before our brotherly affection.”

SAY: “What is the last good thing in Peter’s list?” 
ANSWER: Love.
SAY: “Love is special because it should be a part of every good 
thing we do in our life.  We should grow in knowledge because 
we love God.  We should have self-control over our words and 
actions because we love others.  We should be steadfast out of 
our love for God and others.” 
DO: The child will pour the rice into the container covering the 
ping pong balls.
SAY: “This rice represents love in your life.  It covers all of the 
good deeds you do in your life.  And love is held together by 
your faith in Jesus’ dying on the cross of your behalf.”
adapted from Ministry-to-Children “Faith Comes First” Bible Lesson
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2nd Peter
Chapter 2 Lesson

Peter warns about False Teachers among the people in 2nd Peter 
Chapter 2. 

Read verses 1-3 together and discuss the following questions:

Talk with your child:
What is a false teacher?  (someone who makes up stories, Jesus is 
not the center of their teachings, they show to be arrogant, the false 
teacher asks what people want, not what God wants, the fruit of their 
teachings do not give more knowledge of Jesus Christ, a false teacher 
and their teachings will bring destruction)

In verse 1, it says their teachings bring destruction.  

What is destruction?

Ask your child what they know to be true about God.

Where can you find God’s truth?

Apply:
Memorizing and understanding scripture helps believers to carry 
God’s Word in their heart and to know truth!  As a family, choose 
scripture to memorize together for the rest of the sermon series.  Work 
with your child to not only memorize the words of scripture, but to 
understand the meaning of the scripture.



51

2nd Peter
Chapter 3 Lesson

At the end of Chapter 3, Peter tells us to be diligent. Before reading, 
explain to your child that Jesus is coming back again and while we are 
waiting, we should make an effort to be diligent.
  

Read verses 14-17 together.  

After you read, talk about the following things:
Share with your child:
Peter is telling us as believers to be diligent while we wait for His 
return.  The word ‘diligent’ is an action word.  Being diligent is trying 
hard, putting in effort, persevering, etc… 

Can you share a time when you had to be diligent?

Why do you think Peter is reminding us to be diligent 
until Jesus returns?

In verse 18, Peter encourages us to grow in grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Can you give examples of how you can grow in grace 
and knowledge of Jesus?

Apply:
If your family chose to memorize scripture together, you can use this 
time to recite scripture. To close this study, spend time in prayer with 
your family.  


