
Praying with Patience – Leader’s Notes 
Luke 18:1-8 

The week of February 16, 2020 
 
Background:  God views us in the context of our full lives and eternity. When we 
pray, He promises to answer us, but His timing is for Him to determine based on His 
purposes for us now and in the future. We live in the here and now; God lives in 
eternity. In the meantime, we are called to live by faith (v.8). 
 
Discussion:   

1. What was the lesson Jesus hoped His disciples would learn from this parable?  
See v.1 – That we should always pray and not give up when the answers to our 
prayers seem to be delayed. He wants us to have faith that He is good, He 
loves us, and He will meet all our needs. See also I Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

 
2. How is the judge described?  See vs. 2, 4-5. The fact that the judge does not 

fear God indicates a complete godlessness.  He had no compassion for others. 
He only is willing to help the widow because of selfish motivations – “she will 
bring shame on me and give me no peace.” 
 

3. What did the widow do that compelled the judge to respond to her requests?  
She refused to give up faith that her valid needs would be met. She 
persistently and unapologetically brought her requests to the judge. See vs. 3 
& 5. 
 

4. In what ways are God and the judge alike, and in what ways are they different 
from each other?  Both God and the judge had the power to meet this woman’s 
needs – both have power and authority. The heart of God and the heart of the 
judge are very much different. The judge had no compassion or interest in 
meeting the woman’s needs. 
 

5. Why do we expect God to answer us when we call out to Him for help?  
Answers will vary. He loves us. He invites and encourages us to bring all of our 
requests to Him (see Psalm 25:1-3; Jeremiah 29:12-13; Ephesians 6:18; 
Philippians 4:6; Colossians 4:2). 
 

6. What should we do when the answers we seek are not forthcoming?  See v.8. 
Jesus is working to build our faith. We need to persist in prayer (v.1) and trust 
in His goodness. 


