
COVID FAQs 
 
 

Will you be practicing CDC guidelines? 
Yes.  We will have two services and three venues to give you plenty of room to social 
distance. We will be sanitizing high-touch services, refraining from serving food or 
handing out bulletins, suspending our meet-and-greet, checking kid’s temperatures and 
encouraging the wearing of masks.   
 

Will I be required to wear a mask? 
No.  We will be encouraging it and the staff will be modeling it but ultimately it will be up 
to each person.   
 

Shouldn’t you require masks?  Isn’t that the “Christian” thing to do?   
We appeal to everyone’s love for Christ and compassion for each other to wear a mask, 
even if it conflicts with your view of the virus.  We will communicate it, provide for it and 
model it.  However, we choose to leave it up to each person to do what their convictions 
tell them to do, and to trust that everyone will be Christ-like and respectful in their 
behavior and attitude, whether they wear one or not. So far, we’ve witnessed our people 
exercising great sensitivity and compassion toward each other. 
 

Shouldn’t you be shutting down since hospitals are full? 
We are very concerned with the most vulnerable members of our society and have a 
compassion with those in health care services.  Many of our own members are serving in 
that compacity.  We have also cooperated with the CDC and our State government for 
several months to protect the most vulnerable in our community. 
 
However, we are also experiencing negative effects on individuals and families from not 
gathering.  Loneliness, spiritual discouragement, depression, and even marital tensions 
are on the rise.  Children have gone without biblical education for almost a year, which will 
have an impact on their spiritual development in very serious ways. These are natural 
consequences of suspending our biblical mandates to gather regularly, to worship 
together and to preach/teach scriptures publicly, etc. (Hebrew 10:25, 1 Timothy 4:13, 
Ephesians 5:19, 1 Corinthians 11:24-26).  We would continue with outdoor services to 
accomplish this, but the weather is making it very difficult to do that.   
 

Isn’t holding in-person services a violation of Romans 13:1-5? 
We believe there is biblical precedence to violate government mandates when they 
conflict with biblical ones (see Daniel 6:10, Acts 5:29).  The leadership wrestled with our 
approach when the first mandate came out prohibiting churches from meeting in-person 
but decided to cooperate even though it meant the suspension of the Church’s biblical 
mandates.  However, after many months went by, we had to weigh the consequences of 
violating the governor’s mandates with violating biblical ones.  After recognizing the 



negative effect it was having on our church family, we decided to relaunch our in-person 
services indoors with proper precautions, convinced we have biblical permission to do so.   
 

What about the church’s witness?  Isn’t it being strained by reopening 
indoor services? 
The COVID virus has been one of the most divisive issues our society has faced.  There are 
diverse and very opposite opinions people have developed.  Both sides cite medical 
reports, data and medical professionals that support their view.  What has exacerbated 
this debate is the lack of unity within the medical field, the government and even the 
larger church body.   
 
Whatever position the church takes will be met with disagreement from either side.  
Churches that have discontinued their in-person services are being blamed for not being 
courageous enough.  Churches that have launched in-person services are being blamed 
for not being compassionate enough.  Doing what is right for each church must be based 
on biblical, Spirit-led discernment of the leadership, even though it might cause objections 
from the community.   
 
We will be meeting in-person, indoors and with proper precautions, but we do so humbly, 
not arrogantly.  We are not trying to make a political statement or support any political 
position.  We aren’t even invoking a constitutional right, though there is precedence for 
churches to do so.  We are simply standing on our convictions regarding biblical mandates 
and are driven to honor Jesus Christ and serve His church in all we do.  Please pray for the 
leadership and the church family. 
 


