
 

 

Bible Story:  Running Away 
Story Location: Luke 15 
Memory Verse:  “My son was lost and is found…” Luke 15:24 
 
Lesson Prep: Read the following “Story Summation” 
•  This week your class is learning about the parable of the Lost son.  
• Jesus tells his disciples and followers about a father and his two sons. The younger son asks 

his father for a share of his future inheritance and he leaves his father’s home once he gets it. 
The father must be very, very wealthy to have the ability to give away a future inheritance in 
cash. 

•  The younger son lives a wild and wicked life with his money and eventually runs out. He 
takes the only job he can get, feeding pigs.  

• In a moment of desperation, watching the pigs eat, he realizes that life was SO MUCH better 
at his father’s house. In his father’s house he had love, clothes, food, everything he could 
want or need.  

• As he heads home, he thinks about how much he’d hurt his father by running off, and how 
angry his dad must be.  

• But the son didn’t know his father very well, because his father wasn’t angry. He LOVED his 
son, and was longing to have him home.  

• The father is WAITING for his youngest son to return.  When he sees him from a long way off, 
He leaves his house and runs to his child. He leaves his house! His house would have 
been practically a palace, and yet he leaves it to go run and welcome his son home, the son 
who ran away with a selfish heart!!! 

• He hugs and kisses his son, and he even wants to throw a party to celebrate that his lost son is 
home again. That’s how much he loves his son.  

• And then Jesus explain that God is like the dad who just couldn’t stop loving and missing his 
boy. No matter how lost we are, no matter how far we run, God will never stop loving us. 

•  And just like the father, who left his home and ran to his son to welcome him home, Jesus 
left heaven to rescue us and welcome us to our forever home in heaven!  

 
 
 



 

 

Toddler-Pre-K 
Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS LEFT HEAVEN TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME  
SAY: Today we’re going to learn about a son who runs away from home.  
 
Watch RUNNING AWAY Video  
Bible story discussion: Ask as many as you choose too, and if there is something 
else you think they picked up on you may add it to the discussion. 
1- What did the son ask his father? (for his share of his inheritance)  
2- What did the son do with his share of the money? (spent it on parties, and food, and 
friends until it ran out) 
5- Once his money was gone, what did the son do? (got a job feeding pigs) 
6- After trying to eat pig food, what did the son do next? (decided to apologize for 
running from his father and goes home) 
7- What happens when he gets home? (before he even gets home his father sees him, 
runs to hug him, and throws him a party) 
 
SAY: I really like that the father loves his son so much. I know he loves his son 
because HE left his house to run and hug his son. His made some bad choices, and 
the dad could have been angry- but he wasn’t! He wasn’t mad that the son left and 
spent all his money. He just loved is son. Jesus loves us like the dad from the story 
loves his son. Jesus loves us no matter what we do. He loves us so much he even 
LEFT HEAVEN to come to earth and rescue us when we were lost. That’s todays BIG 
IDEA- JESUS LEFT HEAVEN TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Kinder-2nd Grade 
Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS LEFT HEAVEN TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME  
SAY: Today we’re going to learn about a son who runs away from home.  
 
Watch RUNNING AWAY Video 
Bible Story Discussion: Ask as many as you choose too, and if there is something else 
you think they picked up on you may add it to the discussion. 
1- What did the son ask his father? (for his share of his inheritance)  
2- What did the son do with his share of the money? (spent it on parties, and food, and 
friends until it ran out) 
5- Once his money was gone, what did the son do? (got a job feeding pigs) 
6- After trying to eat pig food, what did the son do next? (decided to apologize for 
running from his father and goes home) 
7- What happens when he gets home? (before he even gets home his father sees him, 
runs to hug him, and throws him a party) 
8- Why do you think the father forgives the son for running away and spending all his 
money? 
9- How can you tell the father loves his son?  
 
SAY: I really like that the father loves his son so much. I know he loves his son because 
HE left his house to run and hug his son. His son made some bad choices, and the dad 
could have been angry- but he wasn’t! He wasn’t mad that the son left and spent all his 
money. He just loved is son. Jesus loves us like the dad from the story loves his son. 
Jesus loves us no matter what we do. He loves us so much he even LEFT HEAVEN to come 
to earth and rescue us when we were lost. That’s todays BIG IDEA- JESUS LEFT HEAVEN 
TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

3rd-6th Grade 
Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS LEFT HEAVEN TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME  
Large Group Game- Spending Dad’s Cash 
Give out the monopoly money. 
 SAY:  Today you are going to have a chance to buy candy and toys, with money that 
isn’t even yours! You can spend all or none of your money, but I will only give you 2 
minutes to shop. I have candy and toys around the room, with prices tags. Think 
about the money you have and how you want to spend it. Whatever you buy is 
yours, and I’ll bring out more stuff if we run out.  
*Bring out candy, toys with smaller price tags, until all the kids money is about gone, 
and then bring out a $10 mickey’s yogurt gift card. Hopefully kids will want it but 
not have money left to get it!!! 
 
SAY: Were you bummed you spent your money and couldn’t afford the really good 
prize? Today we’re going to learn about a kid who knew something about spending 
money til it was all gone.  
  
Watch RUNNING AWAY Video 
SAY: This week comes from Luke 15, so if you want to follow along in your own 
Bibles you can, but we’re going to watch it now.   
Bible story discussion: Ask as many as you choose too, and if there is something 
else you think they picked up on you may add it to the discussion. 
1- How many sons did the father have? (2) 
2- What did the younger son ask his father? (for his share of his inheritance)  
3- Why do you think the younger son wanted to leave his dad? (open ended answers such 
as: he was greedy, he didn’t think his dad really wanted him to be happy, he thought 
he’d be happier on his own) 
4- What did the younger son do with his share of the money? (spent it on parties, and 
food, and friends until it ran out) 
5- Once his money was gone, what did the younger son do? (got a job feeding pigs) 



 

 

6- After trying to eat pig food, what did the son do next? (decided to apologize for 
running from his father and goes home) 
7- What happens when he gets home? (before he even gets home his father sees him, 
runs to hug him, and throws him a party) 
8- The son thought life would be better out on his own, but realized it wasn’t. Why do you 
think life outside of his dad’s house would be better (rules, work, freedom, etc) 
9- The bible says when we sin, we are just like the younger son- running away from God’s 
love and plan for us. Why do you think we do it anyways? (We don’t trust God loves us, we 
think we know more than God) 
10- The bible also says that as soon as we turn around and say sorry to God, that He 
welcomes us home- no questions asked. Why do you think God lets us come home, even 
after we run away?  
 
SAY: The bible says the father was watching, waiting for his son to come, home.  
When he sees him, then left his home and ran to his son. Jesus does the same 
thing for us. Jesus left Heaven to come rescue us from our sin. Because Jesus loves 
us just like the father from the story. No matter what we do, Jesus never stops 
loving us. That’s our BIG IDEA this week: 
JESUS LEFT HEAVEN TO RESCUE ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME 
 


