
 

 

2-4 year old’s 

Bible Story:  DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN 

Story Location: Mark 14, Luke 22, John 18 

Memory Verse:  “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

Pre-Class Prep: Read the following “Story Summation” 

•  This week we are learning about when Jesus is arrested in the garden of 

Gethsemane.  

• Jesus spent a last meal with all of His disciples, but he took only 3 with Him to pray in 

the garden. Jesus was preparing for what He knew was about to happen- and to be 

ready for the cross, Jesus needed to pray. 

• Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to pray for Him as well- while He went off alone 

to pray for Himself. They were tired though, and they fell asleep.  

• Jesus cried out as He prayed- and the bible says He was anguished, to the point of 

sweating out drops of blood from His brow. His agony was evident in His prayer. 

(Luke 22:44) 

• We might assume that the idea of a brutal death caused Jesus so much grief. But I 

don’t think Jesus was afraid of the pain, or of the mockery, or of being rejected by the 

very people He was coming to save.  

• I think He was anguished because when Jesus took our sin on the cross, He would 

have to be, for the very first time ever- separated from God the father. The holiness of 

God can have no part of sin- and God would have to remove His spirit and presence 

from Jesus when He died and took our sin.  

• The bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, and that He had always lived 

in the perfect love and presence of God. And He’d be giving that up- and living in 

Hell until His resurrection on the third day. (John 1:1) 

• And so, Jesus was praying and crying and getting ready to do the unimaginable. And 

yet, even with the looming dread of separation from God- Jesus promised obedience 

to the will of God the father. This only proves the depth of Jesus’ love for God, and 

the depth of God’s love for US.  

 

Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

 

9:30/11:00a: greet kids, give them play time on carpet  



 

 

 

9:45/11:15a: 

SAY: Today we are going to learn about how Jesus was ALWAYS obedient- and 

how He never ever disobeyed God, NOT EVEN ONCE. Easter is just a few weeks 

away- on Easter we celebrate that Jesus died on the cross BUT because God is so 

powerful and strong- He brought Jesus back to LIFE! So, the next few weeks all 

our bible stories will be about Jesus getting ready to go to the cross. (If they 

don’t know what “the cross” is, explain that it’s where people are punished for the 

wrong things they’ve done- and how Jesus never did anything wrong ever- but 

He died on the cross to take our punishment)  

 

Watch:   DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN 

  

9:50/11:20: Bible story discussion- Ask as many as you choose too, and if there is 

something else you think they picked up on you may add it to the discussion. 

1- Where was Jesus going to pray with His friends? (The garden) 

2- What did His friends do instead of praying? (They fell asleep) 

3- Why was Jesus so sad? (He knew He was going to die on the cross) 

4- Even though Jesus was so sad about dying on the cross, what did He tell God? 

(That He trusted Him and would always be obedient) 

 

SAY: The bible says that Jesus wasn’t sad because the cross would hurt, even 

though it would. And He wasn’t sad because people would tease Him, even 

though that is pretty awful. Jesus was sad because He was going to take our 

punishment and have to be away from God to do it. Do you like getting 

punished? (Don’t wait for answers) I don’t like getting punished for what I do 

wrong, and Jesus was going to get punished for OUR bad choices and sin. And 

even though He was sad and didn’t want to do it, HE DID IT. Because Jesus was 

always obedient to what God asked Him to do. I’m not always obedient. BUT 

JESUS was always obedient to God. That’s our big idea today- that Jesus was 

always obedient to God. 

Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

 



 

 

Memory Verse REVIEW:  “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

10:05/11:40: Art activity Group 1/Free Play Time Group 2 

10:20/11:55: Art activity Group 2/Free Play Time Group 1 



 

 

5-7 Year Old’s 

Bible Story:  DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN 

Story Location: Mark 14, Luke 22, John 18 

Memory Verse:  “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

Pre-Class Prep: Read the following “Story Summation” 

•  This week we are learning about when Jesus is arrested in the garden of 

Gethsemane.  

• Jesus spent a last meal with all of His disciples, but he took only 3 with Him to pray in 

the garden. Jesus was preparing for what He knew was about to happen- and to be 

ready for the cross, Jesus needed to pray. 

• Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to pray for Him as well- while He went off alone 

to pray for Himself. They were tired though, and they fell asleep.  

• Jesus cried out as He prayed- and the bible says He was anguished, to the point of 

sweating out drops of blood from His brow. His agony was evident in His prayer. 

(Luke 22:44) 

• We might assume that the idea of a brutal death caused Jesus so much grief. But I 

don’t think Jesus was afraid of the pain, or of the mockery, or of being rejected by the 

very people He was coming to save.  

• I think He was anguished because when Jesus took our sin on the cross, He would 

have to be, for the very first time ever- separated from God the father. The holiness of 

God can have no part of sin- and God would have to remove His spirit and presence 

from Jesus when He died and took our sin.  

• The bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, and that He had always lived 

in the perfect love and presence of God. And He’d be giving that up- and living in 

Hell until His resurrection on the third day. (John 1:1) 

• And so, Jesus was praying and crying and getting ready to do the unimaginable. And 

yet, even with the looming dread of separation from God- Jesus promised obedience 

to the will of God the father. This only proves the depth of Jesus’ love for God, and 

the depth of God’s love for US.  

 

Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

 

9:30/11:00a: greet kids, give them play time on carpet  



 

 

9:40/11:10a: PLAY SIMON SAYS (only for a few minutes, and make the things to 

do, really, really hard (rub tummy and pat head, spin around hopping on one 

foot, say the alphabet while holding their tongue, stuff they will not be very good 

at) THE POINT IS THAT THEY CAN’T ALWAYS BE OBEDIENT. All the kids get candy 

at the end. ONLY PLAY FOR 5 minutes or so. 

9:45/11:15a: 

SAY: Did you guys feel like you could be obedient to all the crazy things we had 

you do? Today we are going to learn about how Jesus was ALWAYS obedient- 

and how He never ever disobeyed God, NOT EVEN ONCE. Did you guys know 

Easter is just a few weeks away? And on Easter we celebrate that Jesus died on 

the cross BUT because God is so powerful and strong- He brought Jesus back to 

LIFE! So, the next few weeks all our bible stories will be about Jesus getting ready 

to go to the cross. (If they don’t know what “the cross” is, explain that it’s where 

people are punished for the wrong things they’ve done- and how Jesus never did 

anything wrong ever- but He died on the cross to take our punishment)  

 

Watch:   DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN 

9:50/11:20: Bible story discussion- Ask as many as you choose too, and if there is 

something else you think they picked up on you may add it to the discussion. 

1- Where was Jesus going to pray with His friends? (The garden) 

2- What did His friends do instead of praying? (They fell asleep) 

3- Why was Jesus so sad? (He knew He was going to die on the cross) 

4- Even though Jesus was so sad about dying on the cross, what did He tell God? 

(That He trusted Him and would always be obedient) 

 

SAY: The bible says that Jesus wasn’t sad because the cross would hurt, even 

though it would. And He wasn’t sad because people would tease Him, even 

though that is pretty awful. Jesus was sad because He was going to take our 

punishment and have to be away from God to do it. Do you like getting 

punished? (Don’t wait for answers) I don’t like getting punished for what I do 

wrong, and Jesus was going to get punished for OUR bad choices and sin. And 

even though He was sad and didn’t want to do it, HE DID IT. Because Jesus was 

always obedient to what God asked Him to do. I’m not always obedient. BUT 



 

 

JESUS was always obedient to God. That’s our big idea today- that Jesus was 

always obedient to God. 

Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

 

Memory Verse REVIEW:  “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

10:05/11:40: Art activity Group 1/Free Play Time Group 2 

10:20/11:55: Art activity Group 2/Free Play Time Group 1 



 

 

8-10 Year Old’s 

Bible Story:  DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN  

Story Location: Mark 14, Luke 22, John 18 

Memory Verse:  “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

Pre-Class Prep: Read the following “Story Summation” 

• This week we are learning about when Jesus is arrested in the garden of 

Gethsemane.  

• Jesus spent a last meal with all of His disciples, but he took only 3 with Him 

to pray in the garden. Jesus was preparing for what He knew was about to 

happen- and to be ready for the cross, Jesus needed to pray. 

• Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to pray for Him as well- while He went 

off alone to pray for Himself. They were tired though, and they fell asleep.  

• Jesus cried out as He prayed- and the bible says He was anguished, to the 

point of sweating out drops of blood from His brow. His agony was 

evident in His prayer. (Luke 22:44) 

• We might assume that the idea of a brutal death caused Jesus so much 

grief. But I don’t think Jesus was afraid of the pain, or of the mockery, or of 

being rejected by the very people He was coming to save.  

• I think He was anguished because when Jesus took our sin on the cross, He 

would have to be, for the very first time ever- separated from God the 

father. The holiness of God can have no part of sin- and God would have 

to remove His spirit and presence from Jesus when He died and took our 

sin.  

• The bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, and that He had 

always lived in the perfect love and presence of God. And He’d be giving 

that up- and living in Hell until His resurrection on the third day. (John 1:1) 

• And so Jesus was praying and crying and getting ready to do the 

unimaginable. And yet, even with the looming dread of separation from 

God- Jesus promised obedience to the will of God the father. This only 



 

 

proves the depth of Jesus’ love for God, and the depth of God’s love for 

US. 

Weekly BIG IDEA: JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

 

 

9:30/11:00a: greet kids, give them play time with the board games.  

9:40/11:10a: Large Group Game: “SIMON SAYS” -  

PLAY SIMON SAYS:  

THE POINT IS THAT THEY CAN’T ALWAYS BE OBEDIENT. All the kids 

get candy at the end. TASKS: 

1- Pat your tummy and rub your head simultaneously 

2- hop on one  foot in a circle 

3- Say the alphabet while pulling out your tongue 

4- Hold your left foot up and try to hop through the square it 

makes with your right foot 

5- do 5 pushups with 1 hand 

6- Sing “I’m a little teapot” in a monster voice 

7- Name all the planets in order in our solar system 

8- Say all the 8’s multiplication chart 8x1 -8x12 

9- Say a phrase in a foreign language  

10- Lick their elbow 

 

SAY: Some of these were really hard to do- even though you clearly 

wanted to be obedient. Today we’re going to learn about Jesus 

being obedient to God, even when it was really hard to do it! 

 



 

 

SAY: This week’s story comes from Mark 14, or John 18, so if you 

want to follow along in your own bibles you can, but we’re going to 

watch it now. 

  

9:50/11:20: Watch A DARK NIGHT IN THE GARDEN 

9:55/11:25: Bible story discussion- Ask as many as you choose, and 

if there is something else you think they picked up on you may add 

it to the discussion. 

1- Where was Jesus going to pray with His friends? (The garden) 

2- What was Jesus going there to do? (Get ready for going to the cross) 

3- What did His friends do instead of pray? (They fell asleep) 

4- Jesus was so anxious about what was going to happen, it says he was so 

overwhelmed that he was sweating blood! Why do you think He was so 

anxious? 

5- Why do you think Peter tried to stop Jesus from getting arrested? ( He 

loved Him, He thought Jesus was going to be the new King of Israel and not 

die on the cross) 

6- Do you think Jesus could have stopped His arrest and going to the cross?  

 

 

SAY: The bible says that Jesus wasn’t sad because the cross would 

hurt, even though it would. And He wasn’t sad because people 

would tease Him, even though that is pretty awful. Jesus was sad 

because He was going to take our punishment and have to be away 

from God to do it. Do you like getting punished? (Don’t wait for 

answers) I don’t like getting punished for what I do wrong, and 

Jesus was going to get punished for OUR bad choices and sin. And 

even though He was sad and didn’t want to do it, HE DID IT. 

Because Jesus was always obedient to what God asked Him to do. 



 

 

I’m not always obedient. BUT JESUS was always obedient to God. 

That’s our big idea today- that Jesus was always obedient to God. 

Jesus was FULLY human, but also fully God. And even though it 

seemed like the people who arrested Him and put on the cross had 

all the power to do that- they didn’t. JESUS let Himself get arrested, 

and He let Himself die on the cross. He allowed it because God 

asked Him too so He could fully save us from our sins. Jesus was 

ALWAYS FULLY OBEDIENT TO GOD.  

 

JESUS WAS ALWAYS OBEDIENT TO GOD 

Memory Verse REVIEW: “Jesus was obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.” Philippians 2:8 

 

10:05/11:40: Art activity Group 1/Free Play Time Group 2 

10:20/11:55: Art activity Group 2/Free Play Time Group 1 


