Ryan Balsan, Pastor

“Come now, you who say,
‘Today or tomorrow we will go
to such and such a town
and spend a year there, doing business
and making money.’

Yet you do not even know
what tomorrow will bring.
What is your life?

For you are a mist that appears
for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead you ought to say,

‘If the Lord wishes,
we will live and do this or that.””

If there is one thing that we have learned in
2020, it is that we don’t know what is going to
happen. This year has been unpredictable, to put
it mildly. Even when we think we have a handle
on things, and make plans for the future, every-
thing changes rapidly. On November 8" we re-
sumed worship in the sanctuary. We didn’t sing
aloud, but we were together. It was good to be
gathered together again in worship.

But it didn’t last long. The numbers of COVID-19
infections nationally, regionally, and in Montgom-
ery County are skyrocketing. Even with all of our
careful planning, and efforts to remain socially
distant, the Reopening Taskforce and the Ses-
sion agreed that the best course of action is to
cease in-person worship at least through January
2021, and probably for some time beyond that.

Throughout the Summer, we were able to wor-
ship in the parking lot, which was a good substi-
tute for worship in the sanctuary, but November
is a little too cold to gather in the parking lot eve-
ry week. For the two weeks it lasted, worshipping
in the sanctuary again was wonderful. But, for the
sake of safety and necessary precautions to pro-
tect our congregation and community from
COVID-19, we have made the difficult but right
decision to stop our indoor worship.
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This closure will, of course, effect Christmas Eve
worship, too. We will still offer Christmas Eve wor-
ship, online and possibly outdoors (stay tuned!),
but we will certainly worship the Newborn King,
Immanuel, God with us who came to save us.

There are more reasons to be grateful, too, even
in the midst of disappointment and unexpected
changes. Our livestream system is installed and
running, so we are able to broadcast our worship
from the sanctuary to your homes. The best way
to watch it is on our own website,
www.fpcambler.org. If you scroll down, there is a
video player embedded on our site, and you can
see the worship service beginning at 9:00 AM.
You can also see it on Facebook, YouTube, and
Vimeo. If you aren’t up by 9:00, you can watch it
later on our website or YouTube.

We can also be thankful that the Lord is in control
even in uncertain and unsettling times. In the
passage from James, the writer is speaking to
living in uncertain times. James reminds us that,
in the midst of challenges, we are to trust in the
Lord, and do the right thing, because this is what
God calls us to do as God’s people.

Medical experts are telling us that we have a diffi-
cult winter ahead with COVID-19. Therefore, let
us be patient with one another, kind to each oth-
er, giving extra grace to people who are strug-
gling, and to intentionally care for one another.
Maybe you can take some time to write a note, or
make a phone call simply to check in on a friend
or a fellow member of FPC Ambler. And if you
need anything, or want prayer, please contact me
at the church or through email, so that we can
support one another through these challenging
times.

Yours in Christ,

Ryan Balsan, Pas% //{Z Z
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The FPCA Water Mission Team is making rapid progress
together with our ‘virtual’ partners in El Salvador, to establish
a clean water system and provide health education and other
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