
  



Saturday, January 8, 2022 
 
Read: Psalm 63:1-5; Lamentations 3:19-24 in preparation for 
tomorrow’s sermon. 
 
Reflect: What links these two passages? How do they speak to you? 
 
Pray: for Pastor Ryan as he prepares to preach on these passages 
tomorrow. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be our teacher and that we 
will be not only hearers, but doers of the Word. 
 
 
Sunday, January 9, 2022 
Participate in the service as you attend church with your church 
family or watch at home via live stream.  
 
Facebook @ FPCAmbler. 
YouTube channel:  FPC Ambler 
 
Monday, January 10, 2022 
This week’s theme is to cultivate a practice of daily prayer 
 
Read: Psalm 63:1 
You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, 
in a dry and parched land where there is no water. 
 
Reflect: Can you relate to these words?  Do you have the sense of 
longing for God? What if God longs for YOU? God chose you from 
before time began, loves you with an everlasting love, will never 
leave you, and even dances over you. Pause a moment to take that 
in. Close your eyes and imagine the God who created the entire 
universe delighting in you. How do you respond? 
 
Pray: Almighty God, everlasting Father, thank you for your great love 
for me. Thank you that you know everything about me, every selfish 
thought, every unkind word, every wayward step, and yet you love 
me.  Thank you, Jesus, for forgiving me at such great cost and 
washing me clean. Help me to share your extravagant love, grace, 
and mercy with others. 



Tuesday, January 11, 2022 
 
Read: Psalm 64:4-5 
I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my 
hands.  5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; with 
singing lips my mouth will praise you. 
 
Reflect: In every age, every life is full of trials.  How is it that the 
psalmist was able to live a life of praise? It is often in the darkest of 
times that we see the Light of Christ.  It is often in when our hearts 
are broken, when we are free of distractions and illusions of control, 
that we experience God as Comforter. When we are aware of God’s 
sturdy loving presence in the midst of hard times, we are led to 
praise. Verse 4 says “in your name I will lift up my hands.” Can you 
lift your hands in praise to God and surrender to his ways, praising 
with your body, as well as your words? 
 
Pray: Lord, you are worthy of our praise when things are going well, 
and you are worthy when things fall apart. Your plans are perfect, 
and you will bring restoration to the earth and to my life. Thank you 
for your presence now and for all eternity.  
 
 
  



Wednesday, January 12, 2022 
 
Read: Lamentations 3:19-24 
 
I remember my affliction and my wandering, 
    the bitterness and the gall. 
20 I well remember them, 
    and my soul is downcast within me. 
21 Yet this I call to mind 
    and therefore I have hope: 
22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 
    therefore I will wait for him.” 
 
 
Reflect: Do worries wake you in the night? Three am seems to be 
the time when many of us go to dark places. But our God “neither 
slumbers nor sleeps,” and if you cry out into the night, our loving 
Father will hear. God’s compassions never fail, and his mercies are 
new every morning. Morning, noon, night. God hears our prayers, 
and he is faithful.  
 
Pray: Dear God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as we wake in the night 
we remember you are present. You know the cares of our hearts 
and invite us to bring them to you.  And so, we lift our hands and 
bow our hearts, for these concerns. Help us to leave them in your 
capable loving hands. 
 
 
  



Thursday, January 13, 2022 
 
Read: Ephesians 6:18 
Pray in the Spirit at all times, with every kind of prayer and petition. 
To this end, stay alert with all perseverance in your prayers for all 
the saints.  
 
Reflect: What do you think Paul means by “praying in the Spirit?” As 
Christians, we are filled with the Holy Spirit, and we know that God is 
always present. Yet, we are not always aware of his Presence and 
are slow to give up our illusion of control, our delusion that we know 
what is best. Sometimes praying in the Spirit will lead you to praise 
and thanksgiving. Sometimes praying in the Spirit may be of a groan. 
God understands our words and our groans.  
 
Pray: Lord, fill us anew with your Holy Spirit. Open us to your 
presence. We pray for your people who are struggling. 
 
 
  



Friday, January 14, 2022 
 
Reflect: Our God is not far off, but rather a God who desires 
relationship with his people in a very personal way. When you are in 
relationship with someone, do you take time to listen to them? To 
share your life with them? In your relationship with God, you can 
take time to reflect on his Word, listen to his Spirit, and pour out your 
feelings and cares. 
 
There are many ways to pray. You can take each line of the Lord’s 
prayer and expand it. You can pray through Psalms. You can follow 
the ACTS format of Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication. Try setting a specific time for focused prayer. There is 
also the way of praying “like you breathe,” living in awareness of 
God’s presence always. How is your prayer relationship with God? 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, please teach me to pray. Thank you that you are 
always ready to listen and help me to listen for your still, small voice. 
Change my perspective as I come to recognize you in every 
situation. Grow my faith, my trust, my hope, and my love. 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 
 
Read: Luke 10:38-42 in preparation for tomorrow’s sermon. 
 
Pray: for Pastor Ryan as he prepares to preach on this passage 
tomorrow. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be our teacher and that we 
will be not only hearers, but doers of the Word. 
 
 
  



Sunday, January 16, 2022 
Participate in the service as you attend church with your church 
family or watch at home via live stream.  
 
Facebook @ FPCAmbler. 
YouTube channel:  FPC Ambler 
 
 
Monday, January 17, 2022 
This week’s theme is to cultivate a practice of fasting from media 
one day each week 
 
Read: Luke 10:38-42 38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their 
way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened 
her home to him. She had a sister called Mary who sat at the Lord’s 
feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the 
preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, 
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by 
myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, 
“you are worried and upset about many things, but few things are 
needed-or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better and it 
will not be taken away from her.” 
 
Reflect: Can you relate to Martha? I know I do.  I am so task oriented 
that I even put my quiet time on the to-do list, just so I can check it 
off. Martha was practicing hospitality.  She invited Jesus to come. Of 
course, there were preparations to be made.  And yet… 
 
Pray: Lord, help us to seek first your Kingdom and righteousness. To 
choose “the good portion.” To take intentional time to listen as your 
disciples by reading your Word, sitting under good teaching, and 
pouring out our hearts in prayer. 
 
  



Tuesday, January 18, 2022 
 
Read: Psalm 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might 
not sin against you. 
 
Reflect: It is easy to get caught up in the news of the day. To be 
fueled by fear or outrage. To escape into a funny video or meme. 
And to crave the dopamine hit that comes from notifications and 
responses to our posts and messages. Stepping away for a day 
each week can free us to re-orient to God’s priorities and 
perspective.  
 
Pray: Dear God, help us to give you lordship over our minutes, 
hours, and days. Help us to step away from what is not healthy or 
helpful and step into the flow of your holy Spirit. May wisdom from 
your Word reframe all we see and hear. Guide and guard our 
thoughts, we pray in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
  



Wednesday, January 19, 2022 
 
Read: Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy - think about such things. 
 
Reflect: So many things compete for our attention that it is hard to 
focus on anything at all. Before cell phones, email, and 24-hour 
news cycles Jesus himself would slip off to spend time with his 
Father in prayer. Do you wonder how those conversations went? Did 
Jesus share struggles? Plead on behalf of his friends? Was there a 
back and forth? We know that, ultimately, his prayer was, 
“nevertheless, thy will be done.” Could it be that we have much to 
gain by a weekly media fast and intentional, focused time with the 
God of the universe? 
 
Pray: Almighty, all wise God, you invite us to pray always about 
everything. Help us to come to you with praise and thanksgiving and 
with the many cares that weigh. Help us listen for your voice and 
keep our eyes open to see you at work. Hear our prayers and may 
your will be done. 
 
 
  



Thursday, January 20, 2022 
 
Read: Hebrews 12: 1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 
Reflect: Watching the news, keeping up with Instagram and 
Facebook, scrolling through our phones are not necessarily sinful 
activities. It is good to be informed, pray for issues, stay in touch with 
friends and family. But with too much, they can easily entangle, 
pulling us off center, re-directing our passion.  
 
Pray: Lord, help us to throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles.  May we run with perseverance the race 
you marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus. May we be your 
good and faithful servants this day, and for all eternity.  
 
 

 

Friday, January 21, 2022 
 
Read: Luke 10: 38-42 once again.  
 
Reflect: Have you set aside a day to step away from media? How 
will you make it a regular part of your week? What do you think you 
will gain? Will it become easier over time?  
 
Pray: Lord, we thank you for the refreshment you offer our spirits as 
we focus our minds and hearts on you, spend time in prayer and 
reflection, and detach from media designed to capture our attention.  
  



 
 
Saturday, January 22  
 
Read: Romans 12: 13-20 in preparation for Sunday’s service. 
 
Pray: Lord, please be with Pastor Ryan as he prepares to preach 
tomorrow. Please prepare the hearts of all who will listen to feast on 
your word and live it out.  
 
 
 
Sunday, January 23  
Participate in the service of your choice.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
“enlighten the eyes of your heart”  (Eph. 1:18) as you listen to God’s 
Word. 
 
Facebook @ FPCAmbler. 
YouTube channel:  FPC Ambler 
 
 
  

 
The devotional for this coming week  

was contributed by Leslie Wise.  
If you would like to contribute to upcoming 
devotionals, contact Debi@FPCAmbler.org.  

 Intimidated? We are happy to help. 
 

mailto:Debi@FPCAmbler.org


Monday, January 24 
This week’s theme is to cultivate a practice of hospitality 
 
Read: Romans 12:13 
13b ..practicing hospitality. 
 
Reflect: What do you think of when you hear the word hospitality? 
Dinners with family or friends? One definition of hospitality is “the 
act or practice of receiving and entertaining strangers or guests with 
kind and generous liberality without reward.”  KJV Dictionary.  
Hospitality can also be thought of having an open, welcoming heart, 
a generosity of spirt. Think of one person you believe is hospitable. 
What qualities do they possess? While some may be extraordinarily 
blessed with the gift of hospitality, how can we offer a welcome 
reception to one person this week? 
 
Pray: Father, please show us “that one person’ this week. Help us 
not to turn aside if the individual is not what we expected! Please 
help us to have open doors and hearts knowing we could be 
“entertaining angels unaware.” (Heb. 13:2) 
 
 
  



Tuesday, January 25 
 
Read: Romans 12: 14, 17, 19 
Bless those who persecute you, bless and not curse. Never pay 
back evil for evil to anyone. Never take your own revenge. 
 
Reflect: We encounter so many hurts, wounds, and sorrows at the 
hands of others as we walk through this life. It’s so easy to nurse a 
perfect plan of revenge. We might even get comfort in the thought 
that pay back will be coming eventually. 
Jesus experienced the ultimate persecution during His death on a 
cross. He was scourged, mocked, and humiliated. He could have 
rained down curses while being crucified. Even in the midst of 
extraordinary pain on the cross, He uttered the words, “Father 
forgive them for they no not what they do.” He had compassion on 
those who sought him harm. Jesus even thought to invite a criminal 
crucified alongside Him to join Him in paradise. What a glorious 
invitation! 
 
Is there a hurt residing like a stone in your own heart? If forgiveness 
seems difficult right now, imagine giving a silent blessing to that 
person instead. A quiet, short blessing may go a long way to healing 
and restoration. 
 
Pray: Jesus give us the grace to bless and not curse in the face of 
an offense. Help us to overcome evil with good knowing that 
vengeance is yours only. 
 
  



Wednesday, January 25 
 
Read: Romans 12:20  
But if your enemy is hungry, feed him and if he is thirsty, give him a 
drink. 
 
Reflect: It is often easy to show hospitality to loved ones or friends. 
There is usually not an open-door where an enemy is concerned. 
But realize your enemy might be hungry and thirsty in other ways. 
They might be not physically hungry or thirsty but could be 
spiritually and emotionally starved. This deep hunger pang in one’s 
heart can led to grievous and devastating actions. Jesus knew 
Judas was going to betray Him but still offered Judas food and drink 
at the Last Supper. (Matt.26:20) Judas’ emptiness and greed were 
made plain at that time. 
 
Pray: Jesus, help us think beyond our own pain when hurt. You ask 
us to weep with those who weep. Help us even to weep over those 
who have caused us grief. 
 
 
  



Thursday, January 26 
 
Read: Romans 12:16 
Do not be haughty in mind, associate with the lowly. 
 
Reflect: Jesus was the ultimate host. When Jesus fed the five 
thousand, he did not pick and choose the seating arrangements. 
Better seats weren’t given to important or high-ranking individuals. 
He fed the righteous and unrighteous, sinners and saints alike. 
Women and children were also given a place at the banquet. With 
one flick of His hand, He could have sent the crowd away, as He 
was advised to by His disciples. Instead, he said, “Bring them here 
to me”. (Matthew 14:18) He did not pull rank as God’s Son. He 
graciously fed the weak and needy who thronged to see Him. None 
were turned away and all who ate were satisfied. 
 
Pray: Jesus, help us to know when we became wise in our own 
estimation. Help us discern the needs of others, to be mindful of the 
weak and needy. 
 
 

Friday, January 27 
 
Reflect: Roman 12:13-20 can be a blueprint for being hospitable not 
only to our enemies but to all people. We are to bless and not curse, 
never pay back evil for evil, offer food and drink, associate with the 
lowly, be at peace with all men. Jesus is our example of radical 
hospitality. No one is excluded from the table. He stands at the door 
and knocks. “If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and dine with him and he with Me.” (Rev.3:20) What a 
privilege to dine with the Savior!  Who is knocking at your door 
today? Fine china and a well thought out guest list are not 
prerequisites for hospitality. A table set in your heart is all that is 
needed.  
 
Pray: Lord, God, we invite you in! How wonderful to dine with the 
King. Help us to practice hospitality with faith, generosity, and love. 
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