
Identity Test #3:  
Do You Love Fellow Believers? 
1 John 2:7-14 
Steve Holdaway, LifeSpring Church, 01.31.21 

The New Commandment 
7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is 
the word that you have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new 
commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 
9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 
10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no 
cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and 
walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes. 

BIG IDEA: True believers have a supernatural love and affinity for 
other believers. 

To love one another is an old command that will never pass 
away. (7) 

To love one another is a new command in its preeminence. (8) 
Romans 13:8-10 

To love one another reveals that one is living in the light. (9-11) 
1 Corinthians 13 

For next Sunday, read 1 John 2 in its entirety. 
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