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BIG IDEA: Those who suffer, those who shepherd, and those who 
serve in the church will find favor only when they humble themselves. 

A Challenge for the Tested: 
     Humble yourselves to the reality of suffering. (4:12-17) 

Expect fiery trials. (12) 
Expect that greater joy will come after trials. (13) 

We can rejoice even in trials because trials are tools and 
textbooks in the school of Christian maturity.  

Expect to be blessed and anointed through trials. (14-16) 
Expect trials of judgment to begin with us, not “them.” (17) 

A Challenge for Pastors: 
     Humble yourselves to serve the flock. (5:1-4) 

Be genuine, transparent, and approachable. (1) 

Willingly accept the responsibilities of an under-shepherd to God’s 
flock. (2) 

Lead by example. (3) 

Know that your faithfulness is rewarded (4) 

A Challenge for the Whole Church: 
     Humble yourselves that God may lift you up. (5-7) 

Likewise, be part of God’s solution for our broken world. (5) 

Submit yourself to God’s appointed leaders. (5) 

Submit yourself to one another. (5) 

Clothe yourself in humility. (5-6)  

Cast all your anxieties upon God. (7) 
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