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Your Weekly News & Updates

Greetings Open Bible Family, Friends and Loved Ones,
 
As I was sitting outside during a quiet time in the midst of my busy day, I prayed. I
asked God to speak to my heart. Crickets. All I heard were crickets. No, wait, I take
that back. I heard birds. Loud, chirping, thought interrupting birds. Then it hit me.
God was speaking to me. He was speaking to me through the birds. Now before you
wonder if Pastor Duane has fallen off his rocker (some of you may already think this),
it’s true. No, I don’t speak bird, but their noisy, twittering and peeping reminded me
of a scripture. A scripture I needed to be reminded of. Amidst the busyness of my
week, I really hadn’t spent much time listening, only lamenting. So when I finally had
a moment to stop and listen, I heard birds.
 
In Matthew 6:25-34, guess what the writer is talking about? Birds. Yes, birds. He tells
his readers in verses 25-27, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour
to your life?” I love the question, “Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life?” and the answer is, “Nope!”
 
Worry is a thief. It robs you of your joy, laughter, hope and faith. Leo Buscaglia says,
“Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow, it only saps today of its joy.” So now you
know why my attention during prayer was grabbed by birds. And now you know why
God used birds to grab my attention. I was allowing the weight of my worries to rob
me during my time with God.
 
Matthew also wrote in verses 28-30, “And why do you worry about clothes? See how
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the
fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith ?” You of little faith. Me of
little faith.
 
All around the church property, some of the most beautiful flowers are in bloom.
Again, another reminder of God’s provision. I usually don’t worry about clothes but
sometimes my heart grows heavy wondering about provision. What weighs your
heart down? What keeps you awake at night? What troubles your spirit? These are
the bandits that rob you of sanity, security and safety.
 
I love Matthew’s response as he lays the groundwork of how God operates. If he can



take care of things; birds and flowers, that seemingly are not as important as you and
me then can’t He take care of you and me? In verses 31-34, we are reminded that
God is fully capable to take care of those whose priority is Him. “31 So do not worry,
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” If God can, then stop
thinking He can’t. Don’t worry. Trust Him. Stop stirring up trouble in your own heart
and mind.
 
I love verse 33. It is what I would consider one of my Life Verses. A Life Verse is what I
use to encourage me when I hit a wall in my journey. It is a reminder of God’s hand on
my life. It is a verse I use when I need direction, encouragement, and hope. Seek Him
first, His Kingdom and His Righteousness.
 
Last week we referred to a statement, “Never a Dull Moment” in talking about those
moments that keep life interesting. I would like for you to now think about those
things that dull your senses and the sharp edge on life you strive to keep when facing
difficult times. The things that cause me to worry and the things that weigh me down
are the things that keep pounding me and pounding me and after pounding me I find
that the sharp edge of my faith has grown dull.
 
There is a story of newly hired lumberjack who felled more trees on his first day than
anyone else. By the fourth day, his output had fallen so far that the supervisor asked
him what was wrong. The man said, "I don't understand. I'm working even harder
than before but cutting less timber." The supervisor asked the lumberjack how often
he sharpened his ax. He replied, "I have too many trees to cut—I don't have time to
sharpen my ax." Ecclesiastes 10:10 encourages us not to be this lumberjack. It
reminds us to sharpen our ax, “If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more
strength is needed, but skill will bring success.”
 
So how do we keep our axe sharpened? What is this skill that will bring us success?
Seek Him first, His Kingdom and His Righteousness. Spending time with God is more
than just lamenting, it is listening. Listen for His voice even if His voice sounds like a
bird…
 
Honed in on His Voice,
 
Pastor Duane

SERMON:
Please join us this Sunday, May 9th, as
we celebrate Mother's Day with a special

Sermon at 9:30am. 

"Hannah's Hope"
1 Samuel 1

AMAZON SMILE:



Simply follow the instructions below to
select "Open Bible Standard Churches" as
your charity and activate AmazonSmile in
the app. They'll donate a portion of your

eligible mobile app purchases to us. 
How it works: 

Open the Amazon app on your
phone
Select the main menu & tap on the
"Amazon Smile" within Programs &
Features
Select "Open Bible Standard
Churches" as your charity
Follow the on-screen instructions to
activate AmazonSmile in the mobile
app

GIVING:

Every week we encourage you to be
faithful in your giving. We appreciate your
generosity and your faithfulness. You can

give four different ways:

You can mail your gifts to the church
You can bring them by and drop
them in the mail slot
You can give directly through your
bank by setting up an EFT
(Electronic Funds Transfer)
You can give online through our
church website: www.sjobc.com

Thank you for your support!

SUNDAY SERVICE:

Please join us every Sunday at 9:30am
for our Outdoor Service

Option 1:
Weather permitting, join us on the lawn.

Please bring your own lawn chair. Social
distancing and face masks required during

all times

Option 2:
Join us from your car in the SJOBC parking

lot. Speakers will be set up outside to
accommodate those who wish to remain

inside their vehicles

Option 3:
Join us online at 9:30 am at:

www.sjobc.com

Masks and hand sanitizer
are available if needed

http://www.sjobc.com/
http://www.sjobc.com/


TEXT IN CHURCH:

A easy way for us to connect and keep
everyone in the loop with what's happening

at
San Jose Open Bible Church

Please text Connect to: (408) 547-4911

RIGHTNOW MEDIA:

Choose a method below to get started on
your FREE access to RightNow Media:

SIGN UP LINK:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Inv

ite/sjobc 
OR

TEXT CODE:
Text Rightnow SJOBC to 41411

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/sjobc

