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FOCUS ON FACILITIES 
 

 In 1898, a group of 
Methodist men and women met to 
organize a church in the community 
of Denham Springs. The Reverend 
L.F. Alford, who was then pastor of 
Live Oak Methodist Church, served 
this small group once a month. The 
Methodist Church of Louisiana 
granted them permission the 
following year to organize the 
church, and the Methodist Church 
of Denham Springs was officially 
started with 19 members and 
Reverend Alford serving as pastor. 

Services were held in a tabernacle erected by 
the Methodist Camp Meeting Association. 
The structure stood beneath the tall oak, pine, 
and gum trees at the end of Tabernacle Street 
near the Amite River. Through the efforts of 
the Association, many new members were 
added to the membership.  
 Rev. A.J. Coburn lead the church in building 
a church and parsonage in 1902. Built across 
Center Street from the tabernacle, the church 
had one large room. On Sunday mornings, 
curtains were hung to provide partitions for 
Sunday School classes. The parsonage was 
located behind the church at the corner of the 
present Magnolia and Center Streets. In 1917, 
the little church building was rolled on logs to 
higher ground to a site on Main Street at the 
edge of a canal on land now crossed by 
Magnolia Street.  
 The church members worked diligently to 
finance their place of worship. One fund-
raising endeavor that may have been as much 
fun as work was the sale of ice cream at lawn 
parties. By the light of coal oil lamps, the 

faithful – young and old – gathered for worship and fellowship. They sang the old hymns to the music of 
a squeaky pump organ. It seems the Amite River was as cantankerous then as now. It is noted that on 
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one occasion, during the pastorate of the Reverend Joses S. Rutledge (1918-1921), water rose to the 
ceiling of the parsonage. The good pastor and his family were rescued by boat.  
 The little town of Denham Springs was growing, and with it the church. In 1925, Reverend J.P. 

Bonnecarrere’s congregation 
decided to build a new church 
on a new site as the old one 
had been severely damaged by 
the flood of 1922. Again, 
higher ground was sought. The 
new church was completed in 
1927, when Reverend R.L. 
Clayton served as pastor. This 
new church was built on 
Mattie Street across from the 
present sanctuary on two lots 
that were purchased for $150. 
The parsonage now stands on 
that site.  
 The design of this facility was 
a white frame building with a 
steeple and a church bell 
which summoned them to 

worship. Sunday school rooms, including one upstairs known as the Upper Room, a kitchen, and pastor’s 
study were added. A bell tower was built to house the bell that was put in the 1927 building. It was part 
of an addition that was built sometime between 1927 and 1949.  
 Sometime in the late 1930s and after more growth in Denham Springs, the First Methodist 
Church’s congregation needed larger facilities. The answer was to build a new sanctuary and repurpose 
the old one into an 
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educational building. The lot 
across the street at 319 Mattie 
was purchased in 1951, and 
Reverend Edward R. Thomas, 
the 36th pastor, led the 
congregation of fewer than 
300 to set out in faith and 
create a new space to worship 
and study. In a few weeks, 
pledges plus cash donations 
totaled more than $42,000. A 
young architect was employed 
to design his first church 
building. Under the direction of 
local building contractor, C.E. 
Smith, the First Methodist 
Church took shape. The design 
of the building included four 
large stained-glass windows on 
each of the long side walls, a round stained-glass window at the back of the room, and a large stained-
glass window at the front. The windows were scenes taken from the life of Jesus: the woman at the well; 
the Good Shepherd; Jesus in the Garden; etc. Families or individuals bought the large stained-glass 
windows on the side walls as memorials and the round stained-glass window in the back was purchased 
by a member of the church who was serving as Superintendent of the Sunday School. The state American 

Legion donated funds to 
purchase the large front 
window in memory of 
their state commander, 
James “Peck” Jackson, 
who was a member of the 
church and on the 
building committee, and 
was killed in an 
automobile accident. On 
March 30, 1952, services 
were held in the beautiful 
brick sanctuary for the 
first time. Two years 
later, on March 28, 1954, 
Bishop Paul E. Martin, 
D.D., dedicated the 
church. The membership 
was 405.  
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 There was large 
growth in both Sunday 
School attendance and 
youth activities in the mid 
1950’s and the building 
built in 1927 was too small 
for the Sunday School 
classes. To accommodate 
the larger membership, a 
two-story educational and 
administrative building was 
erected in 1957. The 
educational building was 
attached to the rear of the 
sanctuary which had been 
built in 1952. In addition to 

Sunday School classes, the new facility consisted of a parlor, pastor’s study, fellowship hall, clerical 
offices, nursery, and a work room. The choir practiced in the fellowship hall or sanctuary.  
 As the church membership continued to grow, the old white church building was converted to 
Sunday School classes and a Fellowship Hall. Adjacent properties with houses were purchased, one 
brown house and one white house. The youth met in the Brown House and the Pairs and Spares Sunday 
School class met in the White House.  
 In the early 
morning hours of January 
13, 1973, the sanctuary 
caught fire. After the 
alarm sounded, it took 
less than three hours for 
the flames to destroy the 
sanctuary. With Rev. 
Carey Martin as pastor, 
services continued in the 
Denham Springs High 
School gymnasium and 
later, the fellowship hall 
of the educational 
building, which was 
spared. A new sanctuary 
was built following the 
same architecture of the 1952 building. The firm of Wilson and Coleman served as architects for the new 
building, as they did for the original 1952 sanctuary. The building was reproduced as a larger replica of 
the original sanctuary, with a choir area on the side. Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new sanctuary 
were held on July 1, 1973, and construction was completed on July 10, 1974. The total cost, including 
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sanctuary, lounge, parking, and landscaping came to $305,000. All 
furnishings, windows, and hymnals were given as memorials or 
honorariums to the church. The cornerstone bears the inscription: “We 
are Laborers Together with God”. On July 14, 1974, the service of 
consecration was held in the church’s new sanctuary.  
 In 1975, Mabel and George Smith donated a chapel to honor the 
memory of their daughter, Connie. It was open twenty-four hours a day 
for prayer and meditation. 

On May 29, 1983, ground was broken for the addition of a new 
Family Life Center on the site of the Brown House. The Family Life Center 
was completed in 1984 to provide a place for recreation, fellowship, and worship. It included a 
gymnasium with a stage where plays and musicals could be performed, a kitchen, and restrooms.  

 
In January 2007, Rev. Wybra Price and a building committee began planning to repair the 50 year-

old two-story educational building and possibly add some new facilities. However, on the evening of 
Monday, October 29, 2007, the FUMC-DS family experienced a church fire for the second time. A large 
portion of the building complex was lost to a raging fire that local firefighters say was the largest 
conflagration they had ever been called to battle in the history of the community. Firefighters from every 
station in the Denham Springs area worked through the night and the next day to control and contain 
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the blaze. Once the blaze 
abated and the smoke cleared, 
the sanctuary and Family Life 
Center, while damaged, had 
been saved, but all the office 
and classroom space were 
destroyed.  

Many among the 
dozens of church members 
who came out on the evening 
of October 29, 2007, were also 
present when the church was 
destroyed by fire in 1972. 
There was agreement that, 
while tragic, the first disaster 
served the purpose of 
solidifying and uniting the 
congregation. There was a 
commitment to re-build an 

even stronger, more modernized, and effective outpost to carry out the mission of advancing God’s 
kingdom. Rev. Bob Deich (2007-2014), noted that he felt history had repeated itself in 2007 and stated 
that: “Our congregation will once again pull together in a cohesive fashion to meet the challenges placed 
before us.”  

After the fire, First Baptist Church extended an offer to host worship services. Beginning on 
December 2, 2007, Methodists had worship, then held their Sunday School after church services while 
First Baptist had their 
worship services. The Food 
Pantry, established many 
years earlier, was moved to 
St. Francis Episcopal Church 
until FUMC DS could be 
rebuilt.  

After the 2007 fire 
destroyed the educational 
and administrative building, 
there was a tremendous 
outpouring of support for the 
church family throughout the 
community. One non-
member provided equipment 
and an operator to demolish 
the burned-out structure that 
remained standing. Another 
non-member provided trucks and drivers to haul the debris away. The management of the parish waste 
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management system allowed the church to discard the debris at no cost. Alvin Fairburn and Associates 
provided all surveying, architectural, and engineering fees at no cost. The most touching moment of 
community support was a little six-year-old boy and his mother who came and asked to see the preacher. 
When Reverend Deich was summoned, the boy handed him $1.10 in coins and said, “Use this to help 
rebuild your church.”  

On July 20, 2008, services returned to the repaired and refurbished sanctuary, while the repairs 
to the Family Life Center remained a long-term work in progress.   

Once the new building was built in 2011 the administrative offices were placed facing Centerville 
Street rather than Mattie Street and the address was changed to accommodate the postal office. It was 
easier to find Centerville than Mattie Street. 

A prayer garden was dedicated on Easter 2015 in memory of: Danny and Marguerite Cameron, 
W. G. "Bo" Garrison and Kelton Ray Whitehead. 

Facility needs are no longer restricted to physical buildings. In 2016, the church’s Board of 
Trustees began an effort to correct a list of deferred maintenance needs and to update many of the 
outdated technological needs. After the project became larger than expected, monies on-hand were 

insufficient. A capital campaign was conducted to raise the money to fund the maintenance and upgrade 
the technology, as well as a renovated area for the Crossroads Service, the contemporary service. On 
October 27, 2019, FUMC DS again held a Reconsecration Sunday Worship Celebration to celebrate being 
able to worship in a newly refurbished sanctuary.  

 
In February 2020, Covid 19 began spreading throughout the world. The total number of deaths 

in the United States at the beginning of February 2022 is to more than 900,000 and continuing. The 
pandemic required a new approach to worship. As a means of controlling the virus, people were 

encouraged to wear masks, stay at least six feet apart, and 
wash hands thoroughly and frequently. On March 15, 2020, 
the church stopped meeting in the sanctuary and began 
electronic services. When more was understood about the 
virus, church staff planned alternative ways to worship. 
Outdoor services in the church parking lot with a “bring your 
own chair” concept under tents with masks and distancing 



 

8 
 

were held all four Sundays in June. On July 5, 2020, FUMC DS resumed services in the sanctuary with 
masks and distancing, and the removal of mask restrictions followed. Unfortunately, rising infection 
rates in the summer of 2021 caused a reinstatement of requiring masks and distancing on August 8, 
2021. Sadly, FUMC DS experienced the heartbreak of losing church family members to the pandemic. 
 

What began as a dream for a one-room church has become a physical demonstration of God’s 
presence in Denham Springs. The church has served, studied, and praised God. It continues to celebrate 
the many blessings shown in members’ lives and the facilities that are a vital part of our Lord’s ministry 
in Denham Springs, Louisiana. May they continue to be His servants and make disciples who help a 
hurting world.  

 

 
 

 
  Comfort my People 
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PASTORS 
FUMCDS PASTORS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

Rev. L. F. Alford (01/1899-01/1900) 
Rev. C. J. Hamil (01/1900-01/1901) 
Rev. E. C. Scott (01/1901-01/1902) 
Rev. A. J. Coburn (01/1902-01/1903) 

Rev. E. L. Cargill (01/1904-01/1906) 
Rev. J. F. Waltman (01/1906-01/1907) 

Rev. S. D. Howard (01/1907-01/1908) 

Rev. F. N. Sweeny (01/1908-01/1909) 

Rev. T. D. Hoffpanir (01/1909-01/1910) 

Rev. F. P. Moss (01/1910-01/1911) 
Rev. R. V. Fulton (01/1911-01/1913) 

Rev. J. W. Harper (01/1913-01/1914) 

Rev. W. A. Mangum (01/1914-01/1915) 

Rev. S. P. Carpenter (01/1915-01/1918) 

Rev. J. P. Rutledge (01/1918-01/1921) 

 

Rev. C. H. Mayo (01/1921-01/1923) 
Rev A. L. McQueen (01/1923-01/1924) 

Rev. Jay Coburn (01/1925-01/1926) 
Rev. Bonnecarrere (01/1926-01/1927) 

Rev. R. L. Clayton (01/1927-01/1928) 

Rev. G. H. Corey (01/1928-01/1929) 

Rev. H. W. Brown (01/1929-11/1929)  

Rev. G. H. Corey (12/1929-12/1930) 

Rev. E. G. Kaetzell (12/1930-12/1931) 

Rev. E. J. Buck (12/1931-12/1932) 

Rev. L. P. Moreland (12/1932-12/1933) 

Rev. J. P. Bonnecarrere 
        (12/1933-12/1935) 

Rev. A. A. McKnight 
       (11/1935-11/1936) 

Rev. R. L. Clayton (11/1936-11/1938) 

Rev. J. D. Nesom (11/1938-11/1939) 

 

Rev. Ralph W. Cain (11/1939-11/1941) 

Rev. Obie N. Jones (11/1941-11/1943) 

Rev. Robert Jamison (11/1943-11/1944) 

Rev. L. A. Bodie (11/1944-11/1947) 
Rev. W. M. Allen (11/1947-06/1950) 

Rev. Edward Thomas 
           (06/1950-01/1955) 

Rev. Fred Schwendimann  
           (06/1955-06/1957) 

Rev. Ned Stout (06/1957-06/1960) 
Rev. William J. Reed 
        (06/1960-06/1962) 

Rev. Ted T. Howes (06/1962-06/1964) 

Rev. Harold Hine (06/1964-04/1966  

             death) 

Rev. William V. Sirman 
        (06/1966-06/1967) 

Rev. Ed O. Pickens (06/1967-06/1971) 

Rev. Carey A. Martin  
          (06/1972-06/1976) 

Rev. George Duerson  
          (06/1976-06/1982) 

Rev. Dr. Lonnie Sibley  

          (06/1982-06/1985) 

Rev. Roy Mouser (06/1985-06/1987) 

Rev. Stephen Spurlock  
          (06/1987-06/1992) 

Rev. Larry Miller (06/1992-061998) 
Rev. Karen Edenfield, Associate  
        (06/1997-10/1998) 
Rev. Leslie Akin (06/1997-10/2000) 
Rev. Bill Strawbridge, Associate 
        (06/1999-06/2000) 

Rev. Kirby Vining, Interim 
        (10/2000-06/2001) 

Rev. Wybra Price (06/2001-06/2007) 

Rev. Monica Monk, Associate   
          (06/2001-06/2007) 

Rev. Robert Deich (06/2007-06/2014) 

Rev. Rita Chaisson, Associate  
        (06/2007-01/2010) 

Rev. Ginny Hoyt-Owens, Associate 
        (06/2007-12/2007) 
Rev. Sarah Shoup, Associate  
         (06/2007-06/2009) 

Rev. Ginny Allen, Associate 
          (06/2009-06/2014) 

 

Rev. Stephen Hebert, Associate 
       (01/2013-06/2013) 
Rev. Jackie King (06/2014-06/2018) 
Rev. Lewis Morris, Associate   
       (06/2014-09/2015) 
Rev. Dr. Mark Martin, Associate 
       (10/2015-05/2018) 

Rev. Scott Bullock (07/2018-…) 
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F U M C D S 

PRESENT/FORMER MEMBERS WHO DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 

 
Leon Boggs, Pastor 
Rita Milton Chaisson, Pastor 
Richard W. “Dickie” Davis, Pastor 
Ken Mack Graham, Pastor 
Virginia “Ginger” Durbin Millet, Hospital Chaplain Ministry 
Wayne Millet, Christian Music Ministry 
Carl Mitchell, Pastor 
Penn Morgan, Pastor 
Jimmie Parker, Pastor 
Libby DeLaune Shackelford, Christian Music Ministry 
Amanda Price Smith, Pastor 
Alice Wilkinson Story, Pastor 
Paul Wesley, Pastor 
Ruth Hall Wesley, Pastor 
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MINISTRIES 
 
 

United Methodist Women (UMW) 
One of the first formal women’s organizations in the Denham Springs church was the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service (WSCS). The WSCS organized to unite women of all ages to help them grow in 
Christian maturity and service to God, the community, and one another.  
 
The creation of early missionary societies meant opportunities for women to alleviate suffering both 
locally and around the world. Women expanded their leadership roles through these missionary 
societies to lead prayer groups, conduct Bible studies, plan social and outreach activities and many other 
ways of leading others to Christ. 
 
Agape Circles 
Currently, there are two circles at FUMC DS—Agape I and Agape II. A group of women who worked 
and/or were unable to attend the morning meetings set by the UMW circle (now known as Agape II) 
formed the Agape I. All adult women of the church were invited to participate in either circle. Agape 
Circles meet once a month in the morning at the church or in the evening at members’ homes or the 
church. The meetings involved discussions on who needed prayer or assistance. The groups 
concentrated on local charities and donated to multiple organizations and individuals in need. Members 
continue to focus on supporting children’s and women’s organizations. They make monthly or yearly 
donations as well as having fundraisers throughout the year. The most popular fundraisers are plant 
sales of Easter lilies and poinsettias.  
 
The Agape Circles regularly donate to the United Methodist Children’s Home, especially on Mother’s Day 
and in August for back to school. Other projects benefitting local needs include an Angel Tree that 
provided Christmas gifts, school supplies, and field trip funds. Agape Circles support children and youth 
at FUMC DS by preparing food for sessions and hosting special events such as a shower for the Mothers’ 
Day Out program. 
 
Women’s Roles in Leadership and Clergy 
Women at FUMC DS, as well as all Methodist churches, have long held both supportive and leadership 
roles. In the early years, women’s roles were primarily as Sunday school teachers and fundraisers at pie 
sales and ice cream parties. However, times have changed regarding clergy and women’s’ roles in the 
Methodist church. The Denham Springs church entered what could be called the modern era when, in 
June, 1997, Rev. Karen Edenfield was appointed Associate Pastor. Since that time, FUMC DS, has been 
honored with several female Associate and Senior Pastors.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Since 2014 a shawl is started with a prayer blessing for the recipient. As the crafter knits or crochets, 
they continue to pray. After the shawl is finished, it is presented to the recipient who receives the 
message that many people, some whom they do not know, and may never meet, have been praying for 
them and will continue to do so. Each shawl is a blend of prayers, talents, gifts and grace. Through these 
shawls we are all knit together by God’s guiding hands and love. We are all woven together in this process 
of simple grace. They wrap, enfold, comfort, give solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify. The 
recipients of the shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles. 
Prayer shawls are simple gifts of grace from God that are prayerfully and lovingly stitched by us as a 
reminder that God’s promise is always with us. 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men (UMM) 

The first Brotherhood of men was organized by John Wesley in England in 1769. While other groups have 
existed over the years, the name Methodist Men was adopted in 1942. When the Methodist Church and 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church unified into the United Methodist Church in 1968, the Men’s 
ministries were combined into United Methodist Men.  
 
In the early years of the twentieth century, shortly after the Methodist Church in Denham Springs was 
organized, men who were involved were predominantly farmers and merchants, with a few in 
professional occupations. Involvement for these men in church activities outside of Sunday morning 
worship service, was on an on-call basis. The pastor would identify jobs that he could not perform, and 
the men would serve as volunteers after work hours or farm chores to help with all types of projects 
from maintenance to visitation. On September 1, 1971, the men’s group of FUMC DS was chartered. 
 
Men of FUMC DS, have been active over the years in maintenance of church facilities as well as other 
local and far-reaching projects of community service. Space in the church bulletin is available for 
members to notify the men of projects for which they are needed. The ministry of building handicapped 
ramps for people in the community who rely on wheelchairs for access to their homes grew. The costs 
for many of those ramps have been covered by money raised by UMM members.  
 
Other local projects include working with the Denham Springs Fire Department to install smoke alarms 
in many area homes, building and installing custom cubbies for the four rooms in the Mothers’ Day Out 
program, and monetary donations to the church’s Needy Children’s Christmas Drive, Vacation Bible 
School, Shawl Ministry, and our Mother’s Day Out Program.  
The culinary skills of some of the members of the local UMM group are exhibited when they cook meals 
for the youth, Vacation Bible School, homeless veteran groups, participants in Walk to Emmaus events, 
and the annual Spring Fest, to name a few. 
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One of the more far-reaching programs is participation in Early Response Teams. Several men from 
FUMC DS join volunteers from across the nation who go to areas where tornadoes, floods, or hurricanes 
have heavily damaged or destroyed homes. They remove trees and place tarpaulins on roofs to 
temporarily provide relief. These men travel and lodge at their own expense. 
 
 
 

Young At Heart (YAH) 

During the pastorage of Rev. Carey Martin, 1972-1976, a group of adults aged 50 years and older was 
formed to share spiritual and social activities together. It started modestly with a “potluck” luncheon, 
hymn singing, and a devotional shared together at the church. The regular programs were held at the 
church, but as the program grew outings such as trips to restaurants and overnight bus trips to Branson, 
Missouri, and other locations, for shows and sight-seeing were included. Some members exercised 
together, and others played board games. They fondly named themselves the “Young at Heart”. The 
group has been active since its formation and currently meets monthly at the church or local restaurants. 
 
 
 

CommUNITY Hands Food Pantry 

Members of the church established a food pantry in 1999 to collect and distribute non-perishable food 
to needy families in our community. The pantry started modestly. Food drives where church members 
brought food items or made cash donations sustained the ministry, which held the supplies in a closet 
at the church.  
 
In 2011, when the new Education/Administration building was completed and the space for the food 
pantry was enlarged, other churches in the area joined FUMC DS in a collaborative effort to finance and 
work to provide food for all citizens of Livingston Parish. The name of the food pantry was changed at 
that time to CommUnity Hands Food Pantry. The project is supported financially by Northside Baptist 
Church, St. Francis Episcopal Church, First United Methodist Church, and through food drives sponsored 
by First Baptist Church. Volunteers from six Denham Springs area churches staff the food pantry and 
barrels for collections in grocery stores allow donations from the community.  
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  Nursing Home Ministry 
The Nursing Home Ministry of First United Methodist Church, Denham Springs, was launched in the early 
2000’s when it was recognized that many nursing home residents had no family members or very little 
family support. A sympathetic church member formed a small committee to bring light to a dark place 
for some less fortunate residents of Golden Age and Harvest Manor nursing homes, the two in existence 
at that time. 
 
Donations began pouring in and the ministry grew to provide bi-monthly bags of toiletries and payments 
for eyeglasses, haircuts and other services. They also accepted clothing donations to pass on to those in 
need. At Christmas residents were blessed with gifts and one-year residents were given television sets if 
there was not one in their room. 
In 2017 a “pet adoption” day was initiated where small animals were brought for residents to pet and 
bond with. Cookies and lemonade added to the festivities. The Nursing Home Committee also began a 
Mistletoe Market for residents to have a place to pick up items to give to their families at Christmas time. 
This was a huge hit with the residents. The committee decided to expand the ministry to include 
quarterly blessings of pull ups and added large print Upper Room religious magazines. In addition, 
hearing aids at cost were provided. These were a blessing for many. 
 
The bi-monthly visits were continued until early 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic struck. At that time 
visitors were not allowed to enter the facility and the ministry was crippled. The ministry will continue 
once the virus tragedy ends. 
 

 
 

  Disaster Relief 
FUMC DS had always looked after their neighbors, but a new chapter in mission began in 2005. In August 
2005, Hurricane Katrina hit south Louisiana, causing severe damage in New Orleans and many other 
cities. FUMC DS opened the church facilities and provided service and assistance to the many relief 
volunteers who came from all over the United States to help rescue and comfort those impacted by 
Katrina. Dozens of Red Cross members and other volunteers slept and showered at the church and were 
fed by church members as they stayed in the area for several weeks during the recovery effort. Church 
members also did the laundry for all volunteers.  
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On August 15, 2016, a flood that came to be known as the Great Flood of 2016 inundated the city of 
Denham Springs along with all of Livingston and parts of East Baton Rouge parishes. The forethought of 
the people of the church who purchased land to move to higher ground in 1926 was a saving grace. The 
land was high enough that the facility did not flood while 80 percent of the buildings in the city did flood. 
An estimated 90 percent of the church members’ homes flooded. A spirit of support and assistance 
moved throughout the church for those whose homes flooded as well as members who were able to 
provide aid to their neighbors. 
 
Beyond the members, the church facility was immediately opened to refugees whose homes had been 
flooded. At one point, the electricity at the church went out and approximately one hundred people in 
the Family Life Center had to be moved to permanent shelters by the National Guard. Initially, dogs 
belonging to refugees were not allowed to be moved to the permanent shelters, so church members 
cared for and fed the dogs in our bus barn until they could be rescued by their owners. Relief supplies 
were placed in the Family Life Center after the waters subsided and were distributed to families who 
were cleaning up.  
 
 
 

  FUMC Children 
 

 SPARK KIDS 
The children’s group now called Spark Kids was organized in 2014 as M&M (Mighty Methodists), by a 
group of parents who noticed a decline in Sunday school attendance for children ages four years through 
fifth grade. In an effort to revitalize and promote spiritual growth and understanding about Methodism, 
a series on What Do Methodists Believe, a study of the doctrine of the Methodist church was taught. 
From that starting point, other concepts of being a Christian are emphasized. Bible memory verses are 
stressed, Christmas boxes of food and toys are filled and delivered to needy children, plays, skits, puppet 
shows, bell ringing in church services, and an understanding of parables are some of the many activities 
incorporated into the program. Another aspect of a Christian is an emphasis on service. The children are 
taught four areas of service:  service to family, service to church family, service to community, and world 
missions. 
  
The name of the group was changed in 2017 from Mighty Methodists to Spark Kids. Only the name was 
changed, all of the elements of the program continue. The original meeting time was from 4:00-5:30 
p.m. on Sundays to a meeting time of 6:00-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday night. 



 

16 
 

 
 

 Youth 
Our FUMC-DS Youth is a great place and time for fun and games, new friends and spiritual growth, for 
6th through 12th graders, currently meeting Wednesday Nights 6:00-7:15 p.m. in the Youth Cave. 
 

 Mothers’ Day Out 
On August 24, 2021, a Mother’s Day Out program was opened. Kids First will strive to provide a safe, 
loving environment through creative learning and play.   Classes for 2-, 3-, and 4-year-old children meet 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.   
 
 
 

Needy Children’s Christmas Drive 
A church member who worked as a public-school nurse in the Denham Springs area in 1997 observed 
that many of the children in the schools were in need of financial help in meeting basic family needs. She 
spoke with the teachers and counselors at the nine schools to determine how First United Methodist 
Church could help. It was decided that toys and clothes at Christmas time would be the most practical 
and beneficial. A committee of church members was organized and teachers and counselors provided 
names of needy children from infant to high school age who would be helped. Committee members 
every year since have been provided names of children to help. After an appeal to members of our 
church, funds have been collected yearly for the Needy Children’s Christmas Drive. 
 
Parents or guardians of the children are contacted to determine if they cared to participate. Once 
permission was granted to include their children, the parents or guardians provided a list of what the 
children wanted for Christmas. Committee members purchased and gift-wrapped the presents for the 
children. Two weeks prior to Christmas, parents or guardians come to the church to pick up the gifts. 
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Community Relief 
Our church inaugurated a Community Relief Fund in 1997 for the purpose of providing financial relief for 
people from Livingston Parish who are in need of assistance with overdue utility bills and gasoline for 
cars in emergency situations. Checks are written to the utility companies and gasoline is provided at the 
pump. No cash is given in these two incidences. Funds for this mission project are from donations of 
church members. 
 
 
 

Aid to Veterans in Public Housing 
Recipients of this mission are helped three times per year—Memorial Day, Veterans Day and Christmas. 
The normal gifts at these times are socks, coffee, pajamas, and gift cards. 
 
 
 

  Congregational Care 
The Congregational Care program began in 1992 as a way of showing support to families of members of 
the church. There are several forms of this support. When a church member passes away, food is 
delivered to the home of the deceased or a family member on the day of the funeral. When there is a 
prolonged illness of a church member, food is provided. Sympathy and get-well cards are sent on a 
regular basis. Flowers are delivered to shut-ins, hospital patients and nursing home residents. 
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Worship  
FUMC DS’s traditional worship services use the liturgy incorporating creeds, Communion, hymns, and 
choral music. FUMC DS was one of many churches to begin having contemporary worship services, which 
was a departure from the traditional worship style. FUMC DS’s step in this direction began when Rev. 
Larry Miller was pastor, 1992-1998. Both service styles were held in the church sanctuary in the 
beginning and later an area in the Family Life Center was converted for contemporary services.  
 
 

Special Celebrations and Circumstances 

On December 5, 1999, FUMC had a centennial celebration with many former pastors in 
attendance. The congregation, which started with 19 charter members, had grown to over 1,100. 
Worship opportunities included three Sunday morning worship services—two traditional services and 
one contemporary service, a Friday evening Serenity Seekers service, and a Sunday evening youth-led 
worship service 

 
  

http://www.pnwdistrictoptimist.com/2012_07_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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1902 Church and parsonage built on 
Tabernacle Street

Rev. Joses S. Rutledge 
(1918 1921) being 
evacuated from the 

parsonage a er a  ood.

Standing le  Rev. C. J. 
Hamill, pastor (1900 1901). 
Others unknown.

Interior view of 1927 church
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Interior view of 1927 church
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 d Thomas, pastor, 1950 1955, in 1952 church.

WILLI  R IN Y D Y 
Honoring  Miss Willie  Rainey, with husband Lawrence Rainey, and Pastor  d Pickens

Willie Rainey Women s Circle

Willie Rainey 
Sunday School Class
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 dministra ve Council, circa 1960s

Gertrude Scivic ue, oldest member 
of congrega on, groundbreaking 

for 1960s new parsonage.
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Youth Group

Upper  lementary Sunday 
School Class

Vaca on Bible School
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Celebra ons in  duca on Building 1957 addi on
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Church hymnals on grounds a er  re 

Service outside a er 2007  re
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Dedica on of the Bell Tower, 2012
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